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Introducing the Mercian Multi Academy Trust
Dear Parent
Queen Mary’s High School is a Founder Academy of a Multi Academy Trust or MAT which was officially
incorporated on 1 January 2018.
The Mercian Trust brings together six schools working together under a common banner and an over-arching
structure of governance, but retaining their autonomy as custodians of their own unique heritage, distinct identity
and successful operation.
The Schools are Aldridge School, Queen Mary’s Grammar School, Queen Mary’s High School, Shire Oak Academy,
Walsall Studio School and The Ladder School.
The schools are diverse in character, but united in purpose. We want to prepare all our pupils to realise their
potential, thrive in the world of work and make a contribution to the local, national and international community.
We want to set them up to live life to the full.

Diversity underpins this Trust; seamless collaboration is what makes it work. That’s what the DfE said when they
came to visit us. They noted the enthusiasm, and enterprise, curiosity and commitment that you can see written
large in the faces of the Mercian staff.
The purpose of the Mercian Trust is to maintain good and outstanding schools and ensure the rapid improvement
of schools which need support. We will enable the sharing of best practice and realise economies of scale across
the group of academies. Our collaboration allows us to deliver the opposite of a one-size-fits-all education. The
range of schools in the Mercian Trust will allow us to develop, challenge and support each individual in the most
appropriate way for them.
We aim to ‘Increase opportunities and improve outcomes’ through our collaborative approach to delivering high
quality provision.
Yours sincerely

Dan Parkes
Chief Executive Officer
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Five Good Reasons to Choose Queen Mary’s High School

1. Academic Excellence
Year on year our students achieve of their very best, ably supported by staff whose focus is enabling them to
demonstrate their understanding and ability. Teaching concentrates on meeting the needs of each individual as
we recognise the uniqueness of each one of our students. We adapt our lessons to ensure that learning is both
effective and enjoyable. Queen Mary’s High School regularly features highly in the league tables. We are proud
of our students’ achievements, but our national standing is merely a by-product of the success of individuals who
are reaching their personal goals and, in doing so, opening up avenues of progression for their future careers. We
take pride in the achievement of each student and celebrate with them in their success.
Despite the pandemic our students proved their ability to achieve excellent outcomes. The average grade
achieved was just below an A.
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For further details, on the destinations of our Y13 students in 2020 please see the information on page 13)
At GCSE our students demonstrated their grit and determination to succeed despite having to manage remote
learning. The grades allocated indicated attainment is high across all subject areas (averaging a score of 7.5).

Progress
The headline figures do not provide the full picture regarding the achievement of our students and it is
important to contextualise these alongside their individual abilities as indicated by their prior attainment.
Queen Mary’s has a strong and improving track record for our sixth form performance. Popular subjects
include the sciences, Mathematics, History and Economics.
At GCSE we were delighted that our students made such excellent progress in relation to their starting points
as indicated by their achievement at Key Stage 2. While national progress measures have not been used due
to the removal of the national examinations series we are pleased that the progress of our students at least
matches that formally recognised as ‘well above average’ in previous years.
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2. Exceptional Care for the Individual
We take the individual needs of our students very seriously, both in their academic work and in a variety of
other ways. Lessons are designed to ensure that each student is challenged at the appropriate level as well as
providing opportunities for developing teamwork, leadership, cooperation, listening and a variety of other
transferrable skills. The key element for success is enjoyment and you see plenty of that at Queen Mary’s
High School. Individual needs are also provided for through the support of our Pastoral Support Coordinators
who work closely with our Heads of Year to ensure that students have access to a range of opportunities to
obtain academic or other support either through school provision or a range of external providers.
“My child has been happy and flourished
both in her education, social skills and
confidence.” Parent

We believe that each student’s personal development is every bit as important as their academic progress. We
have an extensive induction programme to enable each student to fit in, make friends quickly, and feel
comfortable and confident in their new surroundings. Our Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship programme
provides students with the knowledge and skills to become well-rounded young adults ready to take on an
active role in the community. Expert independent careers advice helps students to explore career opportunities
and develop the skills important in the modern workplace. We offer a wide range of extra-curricular activities,
so there is something to capture the interest of each of our students.

Our four houses – Austen, Brontë, Eliot and Shelley - are named after influential female authors of the Victorian
period, reflecting our desire to emulate pioneering female role models who have overcome any obstacles and
expectations imposed on their gender. The House system at Queen Mary’s High School allows students to engage
in a wide range of fun and friendly competitions enabling them to develop communication, teamwork and
organisational skills whilst also preparing them to face and overcome challenges in later life. It provides
the ‘glue’ that facilitates collaborative working between the year groups, the houses and different parts of our
school community. The charitable purpose of the house system, to raise money and to donate items that support
the local community, is also fundamental in creating the family atmosphere that is fostered within the school.
This way of working together across the school further reinforces the key feature of Queen Mary’s which is
that of family. The sense of mutual support, which ensures that everyone can be sure that they always have
somebody to talk to when the need arises, gives confidence to our newer students who quickly adapt to their
QM family. The friendships made here can last a lifetime, as demonstrated by the thriving membership of our
Old Girls’ Club.
Students can also join the School Council to represent their forms in whole-school consultation and decisionmaking. Others may choose training as a Youth Peer Mentor to help their fellow students develop as learners or
overcome any social or emotional difficulties they may be having.
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3. A Wide-Ranging Extra-Curricular Programme
We are aiming to resume our extensive programme of trips and visits during the coming year in accordance
with the government guidelines.
The variety of trips and visits is extensive and enables our students to develop a wide range of transferrable
skills which will equip them for their lifelong pursuit of learning and success. There are many additional
activities on offer which are linked to the curriculum, these include theatre trips, lectures at local universities,
study trips (for example to Auschwitz), fieldwork in Geography and Biology as well as the opportunity to
perform with the choirs and orchestra. There are a number of trips abroad which have a subject focus; these have
included Iceland, the USA and the Battlefields of Northern France and Belgium. In addition, our annual ski trip
is a popular feature on the calendar which always attracts great interest from students from all year groups. Sixth
form students engage with school sports teams, become involved with drama productions and take the lead in
our House Dance Competition, which is a major highlight of the year. The opportunities to take on leadership
roles are extensive throughout the school.
“Some of my favourite
memories of school life stem
from things such as
Whitemoor Lakes, Quarry
Bank Mill and Cadbury
World, as well as theatre and
author trips. I’ve been
enabled to go to so many
places despite only being
here just over a year and a
half. On these trips, I’ve
been able to grow as a
person, make funny
memories that I look fondly
on and learn not only new
knowledge but life skills too,
such as teamwork and
confidence.” Student

“As a student who has completed Bronze D of E, I can say I have learnt many new life skills like
setting up a tent and reading a map, which I would’ve never been able to learn had I not been allowed
the opportunity to participate in D of E by this school. QMHS allows students to take part in once in
a lifetime activities which creates memories and opens new doors to opportunities for us in the
future.” Student
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4. High Quality and Committed Staff
Our staff are highly talented and have the ability to ensure that our students can excel. We have a blend of
experience and innovation which makes sure that the learning experiences are not only creative but also focussed
on the various assessment processes that are in place. Both teaching and support staff are committed to ensuring
that our students are assisted in achieving of their very best, as well as maintaining excellent communication
systems and ensuring that all students’ needs are met. We ensure that staff skills remain at the forefront of
innovative educational practice, so that our students can gain greatest benefit from their classroom experience.
Our extensive extra-curricular programme is a testament to the commitment of staff who are keen to extend their
provision well beyond their teaching role. We are grateful to them as they continue to give above and beyond
expectations and to enrich the experience of our students.
“The teachers – I truly count myself lucky to come to a school that is backed with such positive and
supportive people, who seem truly passionate about the work they do. This and the work ethic, which pushes
students and means I can achieve my goals and more, means that I genuinely look forward to coming to
school every day and happily get out of bed each morning.” Student
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5. A Family Oriented Environment
Queen Mary’s High School is a unique and very special learning environment which should not be taken for
granted. Visitors and newcomers to the school comment on its friendly, family atmosphere. Students achieve well
here because they form great relationships with their teachers, other adults, friends and other students. Staff are
able to see their students grow and flourish, and enjoy celebrating with them when they achieve success. Families
have their own expectations of behaviour and the Queen Mary’s family is no exception. The standards we expect
in terms of dress and behaviour are high and designed to maintain our focus on providing a positive learning
environment as well as maintaining the historical reputation of Queen Mary’s High School as a leading provider
of girls’ education in the locality.
“There is a lovely warm atmosphere in the
school and it makes me feel proud every time
I go to see my daughter there.” Parent
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“The most positive thing about this school is
having lots of friends with lots of different
backgrounds, cultures and religions.” Student

12

Extra-Curricular Activities at Queen Mary’s High School
‘Read Aloud with the Community’
Art Attack Club
Art Catch Up Club
Art KS4 Skill Enhancement Club
Athletics Club
Athletics Team Training
Book Club
Book Fandom
Carnegie Shadowing
Chess Club
Choir
Craft Club
Creative Writing Club
Cross Country Running Club
Drama Club
Fitness Suite
Football Club
Games Practice
High Life Magazine committee
House Dance
Japanese Drop In Club
Junior Show
KS3 Chemistry Clinic
KS5 Book Club
Kwik Cricket Club
Mandarin club
Maths Challenge Club
Maths Enrichment Club
MFL Support Club
Multi-gym
Needle Felting Club
Netball Club
Orchestra
Poetry Café
Reading Club
Reading Group (parent/daughter)
Reading Outreach
Retro Games Club
Rounders Club
Stem Club
Storytelling Club
String ensemble
Table Tennis
Training Band
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Leavers’ Destinations 2020
Course

Destination

Medicine (5 years)
Medicine
Apprenticeship
Medicine BMBS (Nottingham/Derby pathway)
Dentistry (BDS first-year entry)
International Relations and Politics
Pharmacy
Children's Nursing
Social Work
Biomedical Sciences with Industrial / Professional
Experience (4 years)
Law

University of Birmingham
University of Leicester

Biomedical Science
Biomedical Science
Law
English Language Studies
Dentistry
Dentistry
International Business, Finance & Economics w IE
Economics
Economics
Midwifery
Geography (Science)
Modern Languages (4 years)
Economics
Master of Chiropractice
Engineering
Fine Art (with placement year)
Sport, Physical Education and Coaching Science
Chemistry
Law with Criminology
Chemistry
International Relations with Economics with Year Abroad
Biomedical Science
Film Production
History and Philosophy
Secondary Physical Education with QTS
Pharmacy
Pharmacy
Experimental Psychology
Law
Economics
Medicine
Computer Science
Games Arts
Financial Mathematics
Biomedical Sciences with Industrial / Professional
Experience
years)
International(4Management
Politics and Economics
Biomedical Science
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University of Nottingham
University of Manchester
Keele University
UCL (University College London)
University of Manchester
University of Keele
University of Manchester
Aston University, Birmingham
University of Birmingham
University of Birmingham
University of Cambridge
Northumbria University, Newcastle
University of Birmingham
University of Birmingham
University of Manchester
University of Birmingham
Keele University
University of Leeds
University of Exeter
University of Birmingham
University of Leicester
AECC University
University of Warwick
Loughborough University
University of Birmingham
Aston University, Birmingham
University of Birmingham
University of Oxford
University of Birmingham
Aston University, Birmingham
University of Portsmouth
Nottingham Trent University
Birmingham City University
University of Birmingham
Aston University, Birmingham
University of Oxford
University of Birmingham
Aston University, Birmingham
Keele University
University of Birmingham
University for the Creative Arts
Cardiff University
University of Manchester
University of Nottingham
Cardiff University
King's College London, University of London

Dentistry
Artificial Intelligence and Robotics
Geography
Law
International Politics and Policy
Set and Costume Design
Psychology
Philosophy
Pharmaceutical Science, Technology and Business
Costume Design and Practice
Psychology
Economics
Foundation Programme in Science: Health Science
Geography
Law
Musical Theatre
International Relations and History
Medicine
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University of Birmingham
Aberystwyth University
University of Durham
University of Leicester
University of Liverpool
Royal Conservatoire, Scotland
Coventry University
Lancaster University
Keele University
Birmingham City University
University of Liverpool
Aston University, Birmingham
Aston University, Birmingham
Swansea University
The University of Law
University of Chester
London School of Economics and Political Science,
University
of London
Aston University,
Birmingham

Uniform
Please note: Due to the current crisis, uniform can only be purchased online.

At Queen Mary’s High School we appointed Stevensons as our uniform stockist.
All the uniform is supplied directly through online purchases.
The list below details the typical requirements for new starters:All prices correct at March 2020
COMPULSORY UNIFORM

PRICE (Variations depending
on size)

Bottle Green Blouse long or short sleeve

From £15.25

Bottle Green Sweater with Emblem

£17.75 - £23.75

Bottle Green Pleated Skirt

£28 - £34

Black Trousers with School motif

£22.75 - £28.75

QMHS Black Blazer with School Badge

£35.50 - £43.50

Technology Apron (Optional)
Black Tights or Black / White Socks
Black Shoes

PE KIT
Black Leotard

From £17.50

Black Leggings with Lycra

From £17.50

Sports Polo Shirt

£21.50 - £39.50

Microfibre Skort

£19.50 – £24.00

Microfibre Tracksuit Bottoms

£19 - £31.50

Midlayer Training Top

£27 - £32.50

White Sports Socks
Football boots
Shin Guards
White Plimsolls or predominantly white Training Shoes (not boots)
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Queen Mary’s High School, Upper Forster Street, Walsall. WS4 2AE
Tel:01922 721013
Website: www.qmhs.org.uk
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