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Introducing the Mercian Multi Academy Trust 

Dear Parent  

 

vǳŜŜƴ aŀǊȅΩǎ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻl is a Founder Academy of a Multi Academy Trust or MAT which was officially 

incorporated on 1 January 2018. 

The Mercian Trust brings together six schools working together under a common banner and an over-arching 

structure of governance, but retaining their autonomy as custodians of their own unique heritage, distinct identity 

and successful operation. 

The Schools are !ƭŘǊƛŘƎŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ vǳŜŜƴ aŀǊȅΩǎ DǊŀƳƳŀǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ vǳŜŜƴ aŀǊȅΩǎ IƛƎh School, Shire Oak Academy, 

Walsall Studio School and The Ladder School. 

The schools are diverse in character, but united in purpose.  We want to prepare all our pupils to realise their 

potential, thrive in the world of work and make a contribution to the local, national and international community.  

We want to set them up to live life to the full.   
 

 
 

5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǇƛƴǎ ǘƘƛǎ ¢ǊǳǎǘΤ ǎŜŀƳƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5Ŧ9 ǎŀƛŘ ǿƘŜƴ they 

came to visit us.  They noted the enthusiasm, and enterprise, curiosity and commitment that you can see written 

large in the faces of the Mercian staff. 

The purpose of the Mercian Trust is to maintain good and outstanding schools and ensure the rapid improvement 

of schools which need support. We will enable the sharing of best practice and realise economies of scale across 

the group of academies. Our collaboration allows us to deliver the opposite of a one-size-fits-all education. The 

range of schools in the Mercian Trust will allow us to develop, challenge and support each individual in the most 

appropriate way for them. 
 

²Ŝ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ΨLƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΩ through our collaborative approach to delivering high 

quality provision. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Dan Parkes 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Year on year our students achieve of their very best, ably supported by staff whose focus is enabling them to 

demonstrate their understanding and ability. Teaching concentrates on meeting the needs of each individual as 

we recognise the uniqueness of each one of our students. We adapt our lessons to ensure that learning is both 

effective and enjoyable. Queen Maryôs High School regularly features highly in the league tables. We are proud 

of our studentsô achievements, but our national standing is merely a by-product of the success of individuals who 

are reaching their personal goals and, in doing so, opening up avenues of progression for their future careers. We 

take pride in the achievement of each student and celebrate with them in their success. 

Despite the pandemic our students proved their ability to achieve excellent outcomes. The average grade 

achieved was just below an A. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five Good Reasons to Choose Queen Maryôs High School 

 

1.  Academic Excellence 
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For further details, on the destinations of our Y13 students in 2020 please see the information on page 13) 

At GCSE our students demonstrated their grit and determination to succeed despite having to manage remote 

learning. The grades allocated indicated attainment is high across all subject areas (averaging a score of 7.5). 

 

 

 

Progress 

The headline figures do not provide the full picture regarding the achievement of our students and it is 

important to contextualise these alongside their individual abilities as indicated by their prior attainment. 

Queen Maryôs has a strong and improving track record for our sixth form performance. Popular subjects 

include the sciences, Mathematics, History and Economics.  

At GCSE we were delighted that our students made such excellent progress in relation to their starting points 

as indicated by their achievement at Key Stage 2. While national progress measures have not been used due 

to the removal of the national examinations series we are pleased that the progress of our students at least 

matches that formally recognised as ówell above averageô in previous years. 
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We take the individual needs of our students very seriously, both in their academic work and in a variety of 

other ways. Lessons are designed to ensure that each student is challenged at the appropriate level as well as 

providing opportunities for developing teamwork, leadership, cooperation, listening and a variety of other 

transferrable skills. The key element for success is enjoyment and you see plenty of that at Queen Maryôs 

High School. Individual needs are also provided for through the support of our Pastoral Support Coordinators 

who work closely with our Heads of Year to ensure that students have access to a range of opportunities to 

obtain academic or other support either through school provision or a range of external providers. 

 

 

 

 

 

We believe that each studentôs personal development is every bit as important as their academic progress. We 

have an extensive induction programme to enable each student to fit in, make friends quickly, and feel 

comfortable and confident in their new surroundings. Our Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship programme 

provides students with the knowledge and skills to become well-rounded young adults ready to take on an 

active role in the community. Expert independent careers advice helps students to explore career opportunities 

and develop the skills important in the modern workplace. We offer a wide range of extra-curricular activit ies, 

so there is something to capture the interest of each of our students.  

Our four houses ï Austen, Brontë, Eliot and Shelley - are named after influential female authors of the Victorian 

period, reflecting our desire to emulate pioneering female role models who have overcome any obstacles and 

expectations imposed on their gender. The House system at Queen Maryôs High School allows students to engage 

in a wide range of fun and friendly competitions enabling them to develop communication, teamwork and 

organisational skills whilst also preparing them to face and overcome challenges in later life. It provides 

the óglueô that facilitates collaborative working between the year groups, the houses and different parts of our 

school community. The charitable purpose of the house system, to raise money and to donate items that support 

the local community, is also fundamental in creating the family atmosphere that is fostered within the school. 

This way of working together across the school further reinforces the key feature of Queen Maryôs which is 

that of family. The sense of mutual support, which ensures that everyone can be sure that they always have 

somebody to talk to when the need arises, gives confidence to our newer students who quickly adapt to their 

QM family. The friendships made here can last a lifetime, as demonstrated by the thriving membership of our 

Old Girlsô Club. 

Students can also join the School Council to represent their forms in whole-school consultation and decision-

making. Others may choose training as a Youth Peer Mentor to help their fellow students develop as learners or 

overcome any social or emotional difficulties they may be having.  

ñMy child has been happy and flourished 

both in her education, social skills and 

confidence.ò Parent 

 

2.  Exceptional Care for the Individual 



8 
 

 

 

We are aiming to resume our extensive programme of trips and visits during the coming year in accordance 

with the government guidelines. 

The variety of trips and visits is extensive and enables our students to develop a wide range of transferrable 

skills which will equip them for their lifelong pursuit of learning and success. There are many additional 

activities on offer which are linked to the curriculum, these include theatre trips, lectures at local universities, 

study trips (for example to Auschwitz), fieldwork in Geography and Biology as well as the opportunity to 

perform with the choirs and orchestra. There are a number of trips abroad which have a subject focus; these have 

included Iceland, the USA and the Battlefields of Northern France and Belgium. In addition, our annual ski trip 

is a popular feature on the calendar which always attracts great interest from students from all year groups. Sixth 

form students engage with school sports teams, become involved with drama productions and take the lead in 

our House Dance Competition, which is a major highlight of the year. The opportunities to take on leadership 

roles are extensive throughout the school. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñAs a student who has completed Bronze D of E, I can say I have learnt many new life skills like 

setting up a tent and reading a map, which I wouldôve never been able to learn had I not been allowed 

the opportunity to participate in D of E by this school.  QMHS allows students to take part in once in 

a lifetime activities which creates memories and opens new doors to opportunities for us in the 

future.ò Student 

 

3. A Wide-Ranging Extra-Curricular Programme 

ñSome of my favourite 

memories of school life stem 

from things such as 

Whitemoor Lakes, Quarry 

Bank Mill and Cadbury 

World, as well as theatre and 

author trips.  Iôve been 

enabled to go to so many 

places despite only being 

here just over a year and a 

half.  On these trips, Iôve 

been able to grow as a 

person, make funny 

memories that I look fondly 

on and learn not only new 

knowledge but life skills too, 

such as teamwork and 

confidence.ò Student 

 


