Welcome to Queen Mary’s High School
This is the time of year when we would usually be welcoming all new students and their families
into school. Unfortunately, due to the current circumstances, this isn’t possible. This PowerPoint
therefore provides an overview of the key information that you would normally receive at this
time. It covers:
Form Groups and the House System
Teaching groups
Curriculum information
Extra-curricular opportunities
Pastoral support
Next steps
Please also watch the welcome videos from Dr Bruton (Head Teacher) and Miss Emery (Head of Year 7) if
you haven’t already done so.

Form Groups and House System

Form Groups and House System
There are five Forms in Year 7, with the following Form Tutors:

7A:
Ms Roberts

7B:
Miss Lindsay

7E:
Mrs Watson

7EL:
Mr Lee

7S:
Mrs Prosser

Form Groups and House System
Students register in their form groups each morning, meaning they will get to know
their form tutor and members of their form very quickly.
Students will take part in a wide variety of activities during form time each morning.
For example:
• Study skills workshops
• Quizzes, games and competitions
• Giving and preparing presentations
• Debate and discussion
• Planning and organising charity events
• Learning about and participating in activities surrounding national and
international events/themes, such as UK Parliament Week, Anti-Bullying Week and
Mental Health Awareness Week

Form Groups and House System
Students will be informed of their form group before joining us in
September and will spend a considerable amount of time getting to know
each other as part of the induction process.
Our main consideration when we allocate students to forms is that we divide
up those coming from the same Junior school as much as possible. As many
of our students know no-one else when they arrive, it seems fairer to give
everyone the same opportunity to make a fresh start and new friends.

Form Groups and House System
Each form group belongs to one of four Houses, named after influential Victorian female writers who
overcame obstacles to be recognised for their talents:
Jane Austen (7A)
Charlotte Bronte (7B)
George Eliot (7E and 7EL)
Mary Shelley (7S)
The House system plays a pivotal role in the social and emotional development of students. We
celebrate the talents and interests of our students through a range of small and large scale
competitions including House Dance, House Glee and last year the first House Battle of the Bands. We
also compete in quizzes, creative challenges and sports competitions. The range of activities on offer
differs each year but seeks to cater to the interests of our students and to enable them to develop
their skills and talents further through participation and collaboration.

Teaching
Groups

Teaching Groups
The teaching groups: 7F (French), 7G (German), 7M (Mandarin), 7ES and 7SP (Spanish)
are represented by the first letters of the language that group will study. 7ES and 7SP will
both be studying Spanish next year.
In addition to their language, students are taught in these groups for the following
subjects: English, Maths, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Computer Science, History,
Geography, Religious Studies, Art, Music, PE and PSHCE.
Technology and Drama are taught in different, slightly smaller, groups due to the
practical nature of the subject and the space that is needed.
Further information on PE lessons and PE kit can be found on the relevant section of
the website. Students and parents will also receive more details in due course, and PE
routines and procedures will be clearly explained to all students during their first PE
lesson.

Language and teaching groups will all be decided by September and students will be
informed of their groups before joining us.
Students will be allocated to the French, German and Spanish groups. If you do have a
significant reason why you would like your child to study French, German or Spanish
(e.g. a family member speaks the language) and would like your preference to be
considered when allocating the students to their groups, then please email school at
qmarys@qmhs.org.uk by Friday 19th June.
We can’t guarantee that your request will be met, but we will certainly take it into
consideration and try our best when allocating the groups.
The selection process for Mandarin is different. Please see the separate information
sent out previously for details of our Mandarin Excellence Programme and the
selection process for this.
Students will study the language allocated through to GCSE in Year 11.

Curriculum

The School Day
The school day is split into six 50-minute lessons, a morning break of 25 minutes and a 1 hour
lunch. Students will receive their timetables in September and will have the opportunity to
get to know the school and its layout as part of the induction programme.
08.45 – 09.15

Registration and Form Time/Assembly
(Students marked late if not in form room by 08.45)

09.15 – 10.05

Lesson one

10.05 – 10.55

Lesson two

10.55 – 11.20

Break

11.20 – 12.10

Lesson three

12.10 – 13.00

Lesson four

13.00 – 14.00

Lunch

14.00 – 14.50

Lesson five

14.50 – 15.40

Lesson six

The school site is open until 5pm for students from Monday – Thursday, and until 4.30pm on Friday.

Curriculum, Progress and Assessment
Progress and achievement is carefully monitored across all year groups. Our rewards policy
ensures that students are recognised and rewarded in a variety of ways for a wide range of
achievements, both academic and non-academic.
Departments assess progress and achievement regularly and there are three reporting points
during the year at the end of each term. Data is collected and made available online via a
password-controlled gateway, which you will receive details of how to access in September.
Study skills, revision techniques and the planning of revision will be discussed in PSHCE lessons
and form time throughout the year – there is nothing to worry about!
During the year there will be a Parents’ Evening, where you are invited to meet subject
teachers and discuss subject-specific progress.

Homework
Homework assignments are set for all year groups. Students and parents will receive a copy
of the homework timetable at the beginning of the year. This timetable will allow students to
plan the completion of tasks in advance and should mean they are not overwhelmed on any
one day.
In Year 7, homework should take approximately 20 – 30 minutes per subject.
All students are issued with homework planners to record their homework and other
important notices and information. The planner also allows parents to monitor homework.
We ask parents to sign the planners on a weekly basis. Form Tutors check them regularly and
use them as a starting point for discussion surrounding progress and organisation.

Music Lessons
We are very proud of the music scheme that we
run in Year 7. All Year 7 students will receive a
musical instrument on free loan for 12 months to
be used in their timetabled music lessons.
There is a choice of flute, trumpet, clarinet,
baritone or trombone. All students learn
together as a class and are encouraged to take
their instruments home to practice. Instruments
will be allocated in September. Should your child
already play one of these musical instruments,
that is not a problem. They will have the option
to either continue with that instrument, or they
could try a different instrument if they prefer.
Additional music lessons can also be purchased.
Further details can be found on the relevant
section of the website.

Extra-curricular opportunities

Extra-curricular opportunities
We offer a wide variety of extra-curricular activities and opportunities for all students.
We believe that such activities are vital in helping students to develop personally and
socially, and we encourage all students to get involved in some of the things that are
on offer.
Many of our clubs take place during lunchtimes as we know that many students would
find it difficult to attend after-school clubs due to travel arrangements.
For a snapshot of some of the activities and opportunities available, please see the
relevant section of our website:
https://qmhs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Extra-curricular-activities-springterm-2019-20.pdf

Pastoral Support

Pastoral Support
One of the strengths of Queen Mary’s is the family-like atmosphere we are able to
create. We are small compared to other secondary schools in Walsall, and we work
hard to get to know all of our students very quickly.
It is the form tutors who have daily contact with their form and monitor the personal,
social and academic development of students in their care.
Miss Emery is the Head of Year 7. She works closely with the form tutors and is the
person parents should contact initially if they have any concerns about their child’s
wellbeing or progress in school.

Pastoral Support
Mrs Connell is our Assistant Head Teacher and Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL).
Any issues or queries surrounding safeguarding should be directed to her.
Debbie Plimmer, our Deputy DSL and Pastoral Support Co-ordinator, has an open door
policy for both pupils and parents. If you feel there are any issues which may affect
your child’s progress or wellbeing, then please do not hesitate to contact her.
We have allocated Learning Mentors, who work with a whole variety of pupils and can
help with things like homework and personal organisation.
We have a dedicated SENDCo. They will be your first point of contact if your child has
any health issues or Special Educational Needs.

Attendance, Punctuality and Absence
Attendance and punctuality are carefully monitored. Morning registration begins at 08.45 – any students
arriving after this time will need to sign in at reception and will be marked as late.
If a student is absent from school, parents must telephone reception before 9.15am on each day of the
absence. On return to school, we also require a letter of explanation to ensure our attendance records are
up-to-date and accurate.
Permission for absence to keep dental and medical appointments during school hours will need to be
requested in advance and a letter must be provided to our attendance officer who is based in reception.
Form tutors will also monitor this.
Students will only be allowed to leave the premises during the day if they have brought an explanatory
letter or, in an emergency, with permission from a member of senior staff. Whatever the reason, they
must always sign in and out at reception if arriving after morning registration or departing before
3.40pm.
A full copy of our Attendance Policy can be found here: https://qmhs.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2019/03/Attendance-policy-March-2019-update.pdf

Health and safety
Each student will be given a locker. We have a ‘no bags’ policy operating in school,
meaning that bags are kept in lockers and books/equipment are carried to lessons.
Students must be responsible for their own belongings and should not bring valuable
items into school unnecessarily.
Any valuables that are brought into school should be kept in lockers or handed into
reception for safe-keeping.
Mobile phones must be switched off and kept in lockers for the duration of the school
day, including break and lunchtimes. Any emergencies can be handled via the School
Reception.

Transport to and from School
Parents who bring or collect students by car should not drive onto the school
premises.
Many students use public transport or the Green Bus Company. Details of the Green
Bus Company and the services they provide can be found on their website:
https://www.thegreenbus.co.uk/
Students are reminded of road safety rules as the school is surrounded by busy roads.

Uniform
Stevenson’s are our uniform supplier
and they have quickly adapted the
way they can supply uniform given
the current circumstances.
They have informed us that all orders
need to be placed by the 17th July in
order to guarantee they will arrive for
a start in September.
Please see the relevant section of the
website for further details on sizing,
setting up an online account and
images of our uniform.

Next steps
For you…
Please take time to explore this section of the website. You will find more information on the
points raised in this presentation, including further details on music tuition, PE lessons and
uniform.
If you haven’t already done so, please ensure your child has activated their school email address
so that they can check this regularly and begin to communicate with us.
Please complete the Pupil Information Form (sent to you via email on 22/05/20) by Friday 12th
June.
If your child is interested in studying Mandarin, details of the selection process, along with a form
to fill in, were sent out on 22/05/20. Please complete this and send the form back to us by Friday
12th June.

Next steps
For us…
We will be regularly updating this section of the website and will notify you as
information and documentation are added.
You will shortly be hearing from our Finance Team and receiving guidance on how to set
up an account and the different departmental purchases that are required.
Student questionnaires, form groups and language groups will be shared with you in due
course. We are conscious of not overloading you with too much information at once and
so we will be maintaining frequent contact with you to ensure you have everything you
need for a smooth transition.

