INFORMATION FOR PROSPECTIVE

STUDENTS
2021 - 2022

Choose Queen Mary’s High School and
realise your potential

CHAIR OF GOVERNORS
Mr Tim Normanton, BA (Hons), MCIPD

HEAD TEACHER
Dr Alison Bruton, BSc, MEd, EdD

Postal Address: Upper Forster Street, Walsall WS4 2AE
Telephone No: 01922 721013 Fax No: 01922 632387
E Mail:

qmarys@qmhs.org.uk

Web Site: www.qmhs.org.uk

1

CONTENTS

Page

Introducing the Mercian Multi Academy Trust

3

Five good reasons to choose Queen Mary’s High School

2

1. Academic Excellence

4

2. Exceptional Care for the Individual

7

3. A Wide-Ranging Extra-Curricular Programme

8

4. High Quality and Committed Staff

9

5. A Family Oriented Environment

10

Extra-Curricular Activities

13

Leavers’ Destinations 2019

16

Uniform List

17

Trips and Activities

18

Introducing the Mercian Multi Academy Trust
Dear Parent
Queen Mary’s High School is a Founder Academy of a new Multi Academy Trust or MAT which was officially
incorporated on 1 January 2018.
The Mercian Trust brings together five schools working together under a common banner and an over-arching
structure of governance, but retaining their autonomy as custodians of their own unique heritage, distinct identity
and successful operation.
The Schools are Aldridge School, Queen Mary’s Grammar School, Queen Mary’s High School, Shire Oak Academy
and Walsall Studio School.
The schools are diverse in character, but united in purpose. We want to prepare all our pupils to realise their
potential, thrive in the world of work and make a contribution to the local, national and international community.
We want to set them up to live life to the full.

Diversity underpins this Trust; seamless collaboration is what makes it work. That’s what the DfE said when they
came to visit us. They noted the enthusiasm, and enterprise, curiosity and commitment that you can see written
large in the faces of the Mercian staff.
The purpose of the Mercian Trust is to maintain good and outstanding schools and ensure the rapid improvement
of schools which need support. We will enable the sharing of best practice and realise economies of scale across
the group of academies. Our collaboration allows us to deliver the opposite of a one-size-fits-all education. The
range of schools in the Mercian Trust will allow us to develop, challenge and support each individual in the most
appropriate way for them.
Our Values
 Opportunity and community
 Excellence and rigour
 Challenge and support
 Safety and well-being
 Acceptance and applause
Yours sincerely

Dan Parkes
Chief Executive Officer

3

Five Good Reasons to Choose Queen Mary’s High School

1. Academic Excellence
Year on year our students achieve of their very best, ably supported by staff whose focus is enabling them to
demonstrate their understanding and ability. Teaching concentrates on meeting the needs of each individual, as
we recognise the uniqueness of each one of our students. We adapt our lessons to ensure that learning is both
effective and enjoyable. Queen Mary’s High School regularly features highly in the league tables. We are proud
of our students’ achievements, but our national standing is merely a by-product of the success of individuals who
are reaching their personal goals and, in doing so, opening up avenues of progression for their future careers. We
take pride in the achievement of each student and celebrate with them in their success.
In 2019 at A’ Level our students achieved some outstanding results with 30% of all grades at A or A*.
27 of our students achieved all A*/B grades, including:
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Future destinations for our Year 13 students include:



91% going straight to university
9% taking a GAP year/apprenticeship or joining the armed forces

(for further details, see the destinations information on page 16)
At GCSE we maintained our high achievement with 64% of all grades at 9-7 with 22 students (a fifth of the
year group) achieving all their grades at 9-7.

Progress
The headline figures don’t provide the full picture regarding the achievement of our students, and it is
important to contextualise these alongside their individual abilities as indicated by their prior attainment.
Queen Mary’s has a strong and improving track record for our sixth form performance. Popular subjects
include the sciences, Mathematics, History and Economics.
At GCSE we were delighted that our students made such excellent progress in relation to their starting points
as indicated by their achievement at Key Stage 2. Our overall Progress 8 figure (the national measure for a
school’s performance at Key Stage 4) was +0.58. This has been assessed as well above average – meaning
that students achieved significantly better outcomes at GCSE than would have been expected, given their
performance at Key Stage 2, thus placing Queen Mary’s High School in the top 14% of schools nationally.
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2. Exceptional Care for the Individual
We take the individual needs of our students very seriously, both in their academic work and in a variety of
other ways. Lessons are designed to ensure that each student is challenged at the appropriate level as well as
to provide opportunities for developing teamwork, leadership, cooperation, listening and a variety of other
transferrable skills. The key element for success is enjoyment, and you see plenty of that at Queen Mary’s
High School. Individual needs are also provided for through the support of our Pastoral Support Coordinators
who work closely with our Heads of Year to ensure that students have access to a range of opportunities to
obtain academic or other support either through school provision or a range of external providers.
“My child has been happy and flourished
both in her education, social skills and
confidence.” Parent

We believe that each student’s personal development is every bit as important as her academic progress. We
have an extensive induction programme to enable each girl to fit in, make friends quickly, and feel comfortable
and confident in her new surroundings. Our Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship programme provides
students with the knowledge and skills to become wellrounded young adults ready to take on an active role in
the community. Expert independent careers advice
helps students to explore career opportunities and
develop the skills important in the modern workplace.
We offer a wide range of extra-curricular activities, so
there is something to capture the interest of each of our
students.

Our four houses – Austen, Brontë, Eliot and Shelley – are named after influential female authors of the
Victorian era, reflecting our desire to emulate pioneering female role models who overcome obstacles and
expectations imposed on their gender. The House system at Queen Mary’s High School allows students to
engage in a wide range of fun and friendly competitions enabling them to develop communication, teamwork
and organisational skills whilst also preparing them to face and overcome challenges in later life. It provides
the ‘glue’ that facilitates collaborative working between the year groups and different parts of our school
community. The charitable purpose of the house system, to raise money and to donate items that support the
local community, is also fundamental in creating the family atmosphere that is fostered within the school.
This way of working together across the school further reinforces the key feature of Queen Mary’s which is
that of family. The sense of mutual support, which ensures that everyone can be sure that they always have
somebody to talk to when the need arises, gives confidence to our newer students who quickly adapt to their
QM family. The friendships made here can last a lifetime, as demonstrated by the thriving membership of our
Old Girls’ Club.
Students can also join the School Council to represent their forms in whole-school consultation and decisionmaking. Others may choose to train as a Youth Peer Mentor to help their fellow students develop as learners or
overcome any social or emotional difficulties they may be having.
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3. A Wide-Ranging Extra-Curricular Programme
The variety of trips and visits is extensive and enables our students to develop a wide range of transferrable
skills which will equip them for their lifelong pursuit of learning and success. There are many additional
activities on offer which are linked to the curriculum, and these include theatre trips, lectures at local universities,
study trips (for example to Auschwitz), fieldwork in Geography and Biology, as well as the opportunity to
perform with the choirs and orchestra. There are a number of trips abroad which have a subject focus: these have
included Iceland, the USA and the Battlefields of Northern France and Belgium. In addition, our annual ski trip
is a popular feature on the calendar which always attracts great interest from students from all year groups. Sixth
form students engage with school sports teams, become involved with drama productions and take the lead in
our House Dance Competition, which is a major highlight of the year. The opportunities to take on leadership
roles are extensive throughout the school.
“Some of my favourite
memories of school life stem
from things such as
Whitemoor Lakes, Quarry
Bank Mill and Cadbury
World, as well as theatre and
author trips. I’ve been
enabled to go to so many
places despite only being
here just over a year and a
half. On these trips, I’ve
been able to grow as a
person, make funny
memories that I look fondly
on and learn not only new
knowledge but life skills too,
such as teamwork and
confidence.” Student

“As a student who has completed Bronze D of E, I can say I have learnt many new life skills like
setting up a tent and reading a map, which I would’ve never been able to learn had I not been allowed
the opportunity to participate in D of E by this school. QMHS allows students to take part in once in
a lifetime activities which creates memories and opens new doors to opportunities for us in the
future.” Student

Details of some of the trips and other activities that students in Years 7-9 have undertaken during 2019 and 2020
are included on pages 18-19.
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4. High Quality and Committed Staff
Our staff are highly talented and have the ability to ensure that our students can excel. We have a blend of
experience and innovation which makes sure that the learning experiences are not only creative but also focussed
on the various assessment processes that are in place. Both teaching and support staff are committed to ensuring
that our students are assisted in achieving of their very best, as well as maintaining excellent communication
systems and ensuring that all students’ needs are met. We ensure that staff skills remain at the forefront of
innovative educational practice, so that our students can gain greatest benefit from their classroom experience.
Our extensive extra-curricular programme is a testament to the commitment of staff who are keen to extend their
provision well beyond their teaching role. We are grateful to them as they continue to give above and beyond
expectations and to enrich the experience of our students.

“The teachers – I truly count myself lucky to come to a school that is backed with such positive and
supportive people, who seem truly passionate about the work they do. This and the work ethic, which pushes
students and means I can achieve my goals and more, means that I genuinely look forward to coming to
school every day and happily get out of bed each morning.” Student
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5. A Family Oriented Environment
Queen Mary’s High School is a unique and very special learning environment which should not be taken for
granted. Visitors and newcomers to the school comment on its friendly, family atmosphere. Students achieve well
here because they have formed great relationships with their teachers, other adults, friends and other students.
Staff are able to see their students grow and flourish, and enjoy celebrating with them when they achieve success.
Families have their own expectations of behaviour and the Queen Mary’s family is no exception. The standards
we expect in terms of dress and behaviour are high and designed to maintain our focus on providing a positive
learning environment as well as maintaining the historical reputation of Queen Mary’s High School as a leading
provider of girls’ education in the locality.
“There is a lovely warm atmosphere in the
school and it makes me feel proud every time
I go to see my daughter there.” Parent
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“The most positive thing about this school is
having lots of friends with lots of different
backgrounds, cultures and religions.” Student
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Extra-Curricular Activities at Queen Mary’s High School
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‘Read Aloud with the Community’















Art Attack Club















Art Catch Up Club



















Art KS4 Skill Enhancement Club
Athletics Club















Athletics Team Training















Book Club















Book Fandom















Carnegie Shadowing















Chess Club















Choir















Craft Club







Creative Writing Club















Cross Country Running Club















Drama Club















Fitness Suite















Football Club















Games Practice















High Life Magazine committee















House Dance





























Junior Show











KS3 Chemistry Clinic





























Kwik Cricket Club















Mandarin club















Maths Challenge Club







Maths Enrichment Club















MFL Support Club















Multi-gym















Needle Felting Club















Netball Club















Orchestra















Poetry Café















Reading Club











Reading Group (parent/daughter)



















Japanese Drop In Club

KS5 Book Club

Reading Outreach
Retro Games Club















Rounders Club















Stem Club















Storytelling Club















String ensemble















Table Tennis















Training Band
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Leavers’ Destinations 2019
Course
Foundation in Business
Royal Air Force
German and Translation
Foundation of Law
Bio Medical Sciences
Adult Nursing
Law
History and modern foreign languages
Psychology
Economics
Science and Engineering Foundation
Chemistry
Fashion Design
Law
History
Architecture Technology
English Literature & Creative Writing
Town and regional planning
Criminology
Geography
Optometry
Bio Medical Sciences
Chemical Engineering
English Language and Linguistics
Natural Sciences
Foundation Pharmacy
Maths
Architecture
Applied Bio Science
Audiology with foundation year
Business Management
Accounting and Finance
Children's Nursing - foundation
Bio Medical Sciences
Psychology
Medicine
German and Japanese
Environmental science
Psychology
Psychology
Finance, Accounting and Management
Economics
Classical Studies
Aerospace Engineering
Apprenticeship
History & French
Bio Medical Sciences
Accounting and Finance
French & German
Pharmacy
Art
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Destination
Aston University
Aston University
University of Law
University of Birmingham
Coventry University
Cardiff University
University of Sheffield
Aston University
London School of Economics
Queen Mary University of London
University of Birmingham
Bath Spa University
University of Leicester
University of Wolverhampton
University of Derby
Lancaster University
University of Liverpool
Keele University
University of Leicester
Cardiff University
University of Birmingham
Aston University
University of Warwick
University of Leeds
University of Wolverhampton
University of Birmingham
Coventry University
Coventry University
Aston University
De Montfort University
Keele University
Birmingham City University
University of Birmingham
University of Liverpool
University of Cambridge
Lancaster University
Nottingham Trent University
Keele University
University of Cardiff
University of Nottingham
Keele University
University of Bristol
Coventry University
University of Oxford
Aston University
Aston University
Aston University
Keele University
Aberystwyth University

Criminology
Aerospace Engineering
Mental Health Nursing
English and American Literature
Child Nursing
Dentistry
Spanish and Business Management
Music
International Relations with German
Maths
Accounting and Finance
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Aberystwyth University
Coventry University
Birmingham City University
Keele University
University of Manchester
Kings College
University of Manchester
University of Bristol
University of Birmingham
University of Edinburgh
Aston University

Uniform
Please note: Due to the current crisis, Stevensons have currently closed down their distribution centre and so we are
uncertain about when selling events will take place this year but will advise once we have further information.

At Queen Mary’s High School, we appointed Stevensons as our uniform stockist.
All the uniform is supplied directly through online purchase or our uniform selling event dates which take
place in school on two afternoons/evenings in the summer holidays prior to the girls starting at Queen Mary’s
High School in September.
The list below details the typical requirements for new starters: All prices correct at March 2020
COMPULSORY UNIFORM

PRICE (Variations depending
on size)

Bottle Green Blouse long or short sleeve

From £15.25

Bottle Green Sweater with Emblem

£17.75 - £23.75

Bottle Green Pleated Skirt

£28 - £34

Black Trousers with School motif

£22.75 - £28.75

QMHS Black Blazer with School Badge

£35.50 - £43.50

Technology Apron (Optional)
Black Tights or Black / White Socks
Black Shoes

PE KIT
Black Leotard

From £17

Black Leggings with Lycra

From £17

Sports Polo Shirt

£19.50 - £27.50

Microfibre Skort

£19 – £24.00

Microfibre Tracksuit Bottoms

£19 - £25.50

Midlayer Training Top

£25 - £35.50

White Sports Socks
Football boots
Shin Guards
White Plimsolls or predominantly white Training Shoes (not boots)
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Trips Summary for Students in Y7-9: February 2019 – March 2020
Trip Name

Dept.

Y7 Theatre Trip

Top of the Bench Chemistry Quiz
Mandarin Speaking
2020 Ski Trip
Y7 Lichfield field trip
Quarry Bank Mill
Netball Competition
Top of the Bench Chemistry Quiz
Imperial War Museum
Mandarin Speaking Competition
Outdoor Cricket Competition
DofE Bronze Practice Expedition
Y8 Dovedale

Venue

Value of trip

English

Year
Group
7

New Vic Theatre, Stoke on
Trent

Theatre Trip to see The Prince and the Pauper. Students complete a range of activities based on the
performance during afternoon workshops with members of the department. Pupils will look at staging and
performance components as well as the narrative elements forging cross-curricular links with Drama.

Chemistry

9 to 11

University of Birmingham,
Haworth Building

Saturday Competition. Quiz organised by the West Midland's Chemistry Teacher Centre.

MFL

8&9

London

-

All

Austria

Compete in the Mandarin Speaking Competition at University College, London, to include a meeting with
Minister Nick Gibb.
Develop skills in skiing or snowboarding; provide valuable social and cultural immersion

Geography

7

Lichfield

Fieldwork data collection in Lichfield Staffordshire, exploring the characteristics of Lichfield CBD. Supports
'What is Geography?' unit of work and develops fieldwork skills.

History

8

Quarry Bank Mill, Manchester

Supports Y8 curriculum, Industrial Revolution.

PE

8 to 13

George Salter Academy

South Staffs County Netball Tournament (second stage of the National Netball Tournament).

Chemistry

9 to 11

Haworth Building, University
of Birmingham

Quiz with the West Midland's Chemistry Teacher Centre

History

9

Imperial War Museum North

Supports Y9 Curriculum; First World War; Second World War; Holocaust.

MFL

8&9

British Council Chinese speaking competition.

PE

7 to 10

Victoria Services Club,
London
Wolverhampton CC

D of E

9

Cannock Chase

Y9 Bronze Practice Expedition over Cannock Chase

Geography

8

Dovedale, Peak District

To conduct research into tourism in National Parks. Studied as part of the Y8 curriculum.

Participation in U13s and U15s 8-a-side Outdoor Cricket Competition

Black Country School Games

PE

7

Aldersley Stadium

The Black Country School Games Y7 Netball Final

U13s Football Tournament

PE

7&8

Banks' Stadium

U13s Football Tournament

Walsall Schools Athletics

PE

7 to 10

Alexander Stadium

Walsall Schools Athletics Championship

Outdoor Cricket Competition

PE

9 & 10

Wolverhampton CC

U15s 8-a-side Outdoor Cricket County Final

Loire Valley

MFL

8&9

Loire Valley, France

To allow students to experience French Culture and have an opportunity to practise speaking French.

Y7 MEP China Town Visit

MEP

7

The Arcadian, Hurst St, Bham

Exposing the MEP students to some genuine and traditional Chinese food. Promoting and encouraging the
learning and appreciation of food and culture in a Chinese environment. Students have the opportunity to use
vocabulary and expressions to speak to native Chinese.

D of E Bronze Qualifying

D of E

9

Alstonefield, Ashbourne

D of E Bronze Qualifying Expedition
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Trip Name

Dept.

Y7 Whitemoor Lakes
MEP Trip to China

PE

Year
Group
7

Venue

Value of trip

Whitemoor Lakes

Provide pupils with opportunities to participate in OAA activities; Pupils develop SMSC.

Jinan, China

Intensive learning of Mandarin for 2 weeks and experience of Chinese culture

Westhoughton CC, Bolton

U15s 8-a-side Outdoor Cricket, Regional Final - Chance to Shine

MEP

8

PE

9 & 10

PSHCE

All

Bluecoat CofE Academy

To train our students to become anti bullying ambassadors who will then lead campaigns, assemblies,
workshops in school on the topic of anti-bullying. They will also help with updating the anti-bullying policy.

PE

8

Aldersley Leisure Village

U13's 8 a side Indoor Cricket Competition

Maths

8&9

Wolverhampton Girls' High
School

To provide the opportunity for Y8 & Y9 students to develop mathematical communication and teamwork
skills and as a way to express and develop their enjoyment of maths.

Chemistry

8

The University of Birmingham

To provide the opportunity for year 8 students to develop laboratory, communication and teamwork skills

Symphony Hall Concert

Music

All

Symphony Hall, Birmingham

Participation in concert at Symphony Hall

Joint Spring Concert with QMGS

Music

All

Forest Arts Centre

Joint Concert with QMGS

Music Theatre Trip to see Les
Miserables

Music

All

Birmingham Hippodrome

Students will experience a live theatre visit which will enrich their knowledge & understanding of live
performance work. It is a team building exercise for orchestra members only and a thank you / reward for all
their hard work during the year.

Alton Towers

House

ALL

Alton Towers

The trip will allow pupils to enrich their development socially, morally and culturally. To provide pupils with
the opportunity to interact with other pupils and enjoy attractions in the local community. To promote pupils’
positive attitudes and self-confidence to help them develop into responsible citizens and confident individuals.

LRC

ALL

Hay Festival

Culmination of YA Book Prize Shadowing; to attend the panel event with shortlisted authors discussing their
work; the winner announcement and book signing. Joint trip with Aldridge & QMGS, further strengthening
links within the MAT; opportunities to further enrich reading culture within school providing students chance
to meet authors & take part in free workshops at the festival

Y9 Imperial War Museum

History

9

Imperial War Museum,
Manchester

This visit to the Imperial War Museum North will enable Y9 students to broaden their knowledge and
understanding of the twentieth century world.

Faraday Challenge

STEM

8

Bluecoat CofE Academy

Preliminary round of national competition.

Ski

8 to 13

Canada - Alberta - Jasper

Students will be treated to an educational and cultural based snow sports program in the Jasper National Park.
During the snow sports week students will have the opportunity to develop their skills in skiing or
snowboarding in the snow sure valley resort of Marmot Basin. Coupled with this activity based development
the snow sports tour will inherently involve valuable cultural and social emersion. A truly educational and
cultural snow sports experience in a safe and fun environment.

Outdoor Cricket Competition
Anti-bullying course
U13 Cricket Comp
Junior Maths Team Challenge
Salters Chemistry Festival

Mercian Trust trip to Hay Festival

Ski Trip Canada
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Queen Mary’s High School, Upper Forster Street, Walsall. WS4 2AE
Tel:01922 721013
Website: www.qmhs.org.uk
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