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As we head towards the last few days of this very long and 
extremely busy term I write to thank the members of our school 
community who have worked so tirelessly to have a positive 
impact on those around them. Our music department have 
prepared and performed at two major events whilst maintaining 
their focus on delivering a vibrant and engaging curriculum. 
Likewise, our drama staff have rehearsed and performed a 
stunning Junior Show production as well as having the energy to 
support other initiatives including our own election and also our 
anti-bullying presentations.
Amidst these high profile events we must not lose sight of the 
day to day excellence that students experience in their lessons. 
Our staff commit themselves to supporting our students in 
achieving their very best and they do so in a way that is engaging 
and stimulating as we witness on a regular basis when we visit 
lessons.
I would also like to pay tribute to the QMHSA for their hard 
work in running the successful Christmas Fair which was so 
enjoyable and raised over £2000 to support the school.
This term we say farewell to Mrs Flood who is going on to a 
promoted post in Coventry – we wish her well in her new school.
Finally, I would like to wish all associated with our community 
at Queen Mary’s High School a restful and peaceful Christmas.

Top of the bench success!
This term we were invited to take part in the ‘Top of the Bench’ 
Chemistry competition organised by the Royal Society of 
Chemistry and the University of Birmingham. The competition 
was slightly different this year compared to previous years, as 
the preliminary round (usually just an hour quiz) was a full 
day of activities held at the 
Collaborative Learning Centre 
at the University’s Edgbaston 
campus. 

Our intrepid team of Shreya, 
Emily, Katie and Pavan met 
early on a Saturday morning in 
November to discuss what they 
day might hold in store for them. 
The first part was a quiz, where 
Shreya and Emily had one set of 
questions and Pavan and Katie 
had a different set of questions, 
with a total of nine rounds!

After a short break, the team made their way to the wet lab where 
they had to complete a practical task and were also being watched 
for their teamwork and problem solving skills. Next came the 
most enjoyable bit….lunch! After lunch, whilst the round one 
answers were marked, the team enjoyed a lecture about energy 
resources in the famous Haworth building (Named after a Nobel 

Prize winner). 

There was a tense wait whilst the 
scores were collated and compared to 
the other centre in Coventry before we 
knew we had got through to the next 
round, which will take place in January. 
Good Luck for the next round 
TeamChem@QM!!



Art and Design

KS5 Art visit to the National Gallery and the National 
Portrait gallery, London

It has been a busy month in the Art Department. In November 
we visited the National Gallery in London and saw some of the 
finest displays of historical paintings the country has to offer. 
We also went to the National Portrait Gallery and viewed a 
special exhibition on the Ladies of Pre Raphaelite art. The year 
12 and 13 students were a pleasure to take and really enjoyed 
themselves. Sophie Hawley writes below of her experience;
   

“In the National Gallery, I saw a wide range of pieces, but my 
particular favourite was ‘Patience Issia’ by Giorgio Vasari in 
1552. From the moment I saw it from across the room, I was 
entranced by this painting. The piece is physically massive, 
but I also found the full-body painting of the woman very 
overwhelming to look at, since the face seemed so far away from 
where I was standing, due to the height of the painting, adding to 
it’s enormity. It represents the virtue of patience, as the woman 
is waiting for all the water to drip out onto the stone- which is 
engraved with ‘enduring patience’.”

“In the National Portrait Gallery, all the pieces I found I liked 
were from the Pre-Raphaelite exhibition. It was a surreal 
experience to stand in front of paintings I have been studying 
and loving for years, but I was in awe of three paintings in 
particular. The first two were by Rossetti, so very clearly linking 
into my project. ‘The Daydream’ shows a woman lost in thought, 
and ‘Proserpine’ pictures the Empress of Hades, who was held 
captive by tasting a pomegranate fruit of the underworld. Both 
paintings are extremely impressive, however, it struck me how 
the skin and hair were painted to photographic perfection, but the 
rest of the piece was painted in thick streaks and left unblended, 
but it still creates the photographic impression due to the size of 
the painting. This inspired me to be less particular about minute 
details of my paintings, as this proves the overall effect can still 
be stunning.”

The run up to Christmas at Queen Mary’s involves an array of 
activities across the school. This year Eliot house have been 
lucky enough to once again launch our foodbank collection 
programme in order to support our local community. With this 
in mind we chose to donate to the North Walsall Foodbank 
in Pelsall. Each from group was given a box to pack with 
donations of long shelf-life food items and toiletries. It was 
great to see that on the day of the final collection many forms 
had gone above and beyond and donated several boxes and 
bags of food.  The Eliot sixth form team loaded four staff cars 
with all the bags and boxes of food and each car was full to 
the max with donations! The whole school came together to 
support an amazing cause in our local community and we are 
extremely grateful for everyone’s help. Last year we donated 
over 2000 items and 711kg of food items. This year we hope to 
have improved on last years efforts and set the bar even higher. 

Charity Foodbank Collection



The Queen Mary’s Family - History of Friendship

Dear Mrs. Bruton,

I’d like to tell you about 3 former language assistants who worked at Queen Mary High School for girls in 1979/1980.

Carmen ALVAREZ LIBOA – Language assistant for Spanish
Hille HOBBIEBRUNKEN – Language assistant for German
Sylvie POIZAC – Language assistant for French

The three of us met at Queen Mary in 1979 and shared the same flat on Lichfield Road. Carmen and I stayed the whole school year 
and Hille left in March 1980.

During our stay in Walsall and at Queen Mary’s we got to know each other sharing experiences and wonderful moments.

At the end of the school year each one of us went back to their countries and carried on with their lifes: getting a job, starting a 
family, travelling………

The friendship that we built during our stay at Queen Mary’s moved into an epistolary link, writing the traditional “Christmas 
Card” every year. Occasionally, two of us would meet in Spain, Germany or France but over all these years we never managed to 
meet the three of us together.

Until May 2015, when Carmen and Hille got 60 and we decided to organize a “surprise” week-end on Carmen’s birthday. We all 
gathered together in a “gîte” in the region of Toulouse in France. We spent hours and hours reminding the “good old days” when 
the three of us were in Walsall and we shared a lot of photos. The magic was there, we enjoyed ourselves and were happy to be 
together again as if the 36 years gap had suddenly shrank and we only had met the day before. There were a lot of emotional 
moments that we shared with our husbands and with the new generation when Hille’s daughter and granddaughter joined us for 
a meal. Since this successful reunion we decided to organize one every year in turns in our respective countries. This year we are 
going to meet in Spain at the end of May.

Even though, apart from Hille, we never had the chance of 
going back to Walsall again, we wanted to let you know of 
our experience at Queen Mary’s and to say how proud we 
are to have been part of this Queen Mary’s adventure.

These moments are in our hearts and memories, thank you 
Queen Mary !!

Included a photo of our reunion in Toulouse in 2015.

Kind regards
Sylvie ROWE (POIZAC)

MATHEMATICS

The Maths department were incredibly proud of all the girls in Years 12 and 13 who took part in the UK Maths Challenge recently. 
Everyone did incredibly well, with 13 girls receiving a Bronze Award and 4 achieving a Silver.
Silver:  Holly, Jennica, Bryonie and Anjali.

 Mrs Badhan took a group of girls from Year 12 and 13 on a trip to King Edwards VI for the Senior Maths Challenge. Here we 
competed against 13 other schools for a place in the National competition. Although we didn’t come first, we had a brilliant time 
eating biscuits and doing fun maths challenges!



As part of the national Lessons from Auschwitz Project, all QMHS historians in Years 10-13 were privileged to attend a History 
conference recently, in which we had the opportunity to learn more about the Holocaust and the lessons that we must still keep in our 
hearts today. The conference was organised by Year 13 historians Gabrielle, Katie, Aqsa and Harkiran who visited Auschwitz earlier 
this year, having been chosen by their teachers for this project. They delivered the first part of the conference, in which they presented 
their findings and opinions following their emotional visit to Auschwitz and the follow-up seminars.  For example, the students 
spoke engagingly on the history of anti-Semitism and the idea that it was certainly not a new notion when Hitler came to power in 
1933. We also learned about the different roles played by those involved in the Holocaust, the 'perpetrators, collaborators and by-
standers'.  Interestingly, the students then finished their introduction by discussug the controversial role of the Sonderkommando, a 
group of Holocaust victims that have been largely ignored throughout recent studies or protrayed as perpetrators, rather than victims, 
by some historians. 

 The second part of the conference was delivered by a Holcoaust 
survivor, Mr Ivan Shaw.  The audience felt honoured that he was willing 
to travel from London to share his story with tus, which was entitled 
'A Survivor's Tale'.  Ivan had been born in the former Yugoslavia but 
emigrated in 1945 to the UK to be adopted by his aunt and uncle, 
having survived the Holocaust through an incredible mixture of luck 
and determination.  He told of being hidden by a family relative, whilst 
his parents were rounded up and taken to Auschwitz, and his subsequent 
betrayal by a neighbour who told the Nazis where he was hiding.  
Following his own arrest as a 5 year old, he was incredibly rescued by 
his aunt, just as he was being marched to an unknown camp himself and 
a German guard 'looked the other way' to allow the child to be rescued.  
It was an incredible story which we all found to be truly touching and 
inspiring. One moment that particularly stands out for me is when he 
became visibly moved at the mention of his mother who passed away in 
Belsen, just as it was being liberated by the Allies.  This made us realise 
that even after 75 years the Holocaust, the devastating impact of these 
events still pained him daily. Through this conference, we learned that 
the Holocaust is still a reality for the victims and in order to honour 
them, we cannot forget the Holocaust. It should be remembered so that 
such acts cannot be repeated again. It is our duty as human beings to 
speak up against the Genocides taking place in the world today so that 
History does not repeat itself. 

Written by Fatima, Year 13 History Prefect

HISTORY - LESSONS FROM AUCHWITZ



DRAMA
Is it really that time again; another year flown by and the Drama 
world has been as entertaining and inspiring as ever!!! We are 
ready for an exciting 2020 but first it is time to celebrate all of 
the success we have so far in our final term of 2019.
Our annual trip to see Kneehigh Theatre Company is all booked 
in for the last week of term and this year it’s in London!! ‘Ubu’ 
is an exciting musical riot based on Alfred Jarry’s Ubu Roi. 
As per usual our expectations will be high as we experience 
the rollercoaster that is any Kneehigh performance; fun, lively 
characters, singing, dancing, huge belly laughs and some sad, 
reflective moments will all be on own list of expectations. Not 
only will this provide a great source of live review material for 
the A Level student but will hopefully give our year 12’s food 
for thought as they move on to their own Kneehigh inspired 
creative adaptation of La Lorona after Christmas.
It seems that London trips are in the air for our department this 
year as in November the KS4 and KS5 pupils were treated to 
see the breath-taking performance of ‘Wicked’ performed at the 
Apollo Victoria Theatre . The musical explores an alternative 
story of the ‘Wicked’ Witch of the West from the infamous 
Wizard of Oz and explores themes of difference, acceptance and 
love as we follow the budding friendship between Glinda the 
Good Witch and Elfeba the green witch of the West. The theatre 
itself was truly inspiring as it is completely set up for all things 
‘Wicked’ and the pupils certainly got a treat. Such a buzz to the 
entire venue and then a wonderful and sad tale of friendship 
and love. It was a delight to take our pupils along to this show; 
from hearing them sing along to songs such as ‘Popular’ and 
‘Gravity’ to watching a group telling noisy pupils behind them 
to ‘show the performers respect and to quieten down’ made us 
very proud as teachers here at Queen Mary’s.  What’s more is 
the inspiration this performance has given all our students for 
their forthcoming devised and scripted project work as well as 
theatre review material.  

The Year 11 GCSE girls have recently performed their devised 
assessment pieces which inspired and delighted fellow peers 
who came along at lunchtime to support the performers after 
their full moderation day. The quality of work was exceptional 
and demonstrates the incredible talent and standards we have 
at KS4. A huge well done to our performers and a thank you 
to their peers for the support!! The girls have now moved on 
to their final area of assessment, script work which will be 
assessed in April/May (we are currently awaiting confirmation-
eek). Next up is the Year 10 devised pieces in January – watch 
out for performance dates! 
KS3: ‘A Monster Calls’ 

Year 7 did a superb job of opening the two acts this year, with 
poems selected by their director which reflect the themes of 'A 
Monster Calls'. Their use of extended physical theatre moments 
and their combination of voice and movement really brought the 
poems to life. Year 8 created their own short devised scenes that 
fitted within the script, to explain the motives of the characters 
and to suggest what may happen to them in the future. The 
contrast of serious broken family scenes with comical scenes 
about politicians left the audience wowed. It was up to the 
Year 9 to deliver the emotional and dark script of 'A Monster 
Calls', which they did wonderfully, leaving the audience in 
stunned silence, some were even in tears! The cast were able 
to use the contrast of natural scenes and the highly physical 
nightmare sequence to leave the audience in shock and wanting 
more. Strong ensemble moments combined with moments of 
silence made for a particularly poignant performance. The cast 
performed with great enthusiasm and got a fantastic response 
from the audience. The hard work from both the cast and 
directors over several months has clearly paid off and we thank 
you for such a fabulous show. It is the last show that Sophie, 
Bryonie, Katie, Jade, Megan and Michaela will direct as they fly 
the QM nest at the end of the school year. Thank you so much 
for the enthusiasm and energy girls; your dedication to the show 
has been very much appreciated!
A huge well done to all of the girls involved in the show; we 
wouldn’t have had such a fabulous show without you. Thanks 
to the Fair-trade committee and PTA who served an array of 
refreshments during our shows.

Have a wonderful Christmas and we shall see you in 2020!! 
Best Wishes,   Mrs Rochfort and Miss Houlder: Team Drama

What a wonderful time we have had with the Junior Show this 
year. ‘A Monster Calls’ was this year’s spectacle and what a 
delight it was. Working with a fabulous sixth form director 
team, a cast of 47 pupils from across all of KS3 worked hard 
and delivered one big show 'A Monster Calls' this year, instead 
of three smaller shows as they have done in previous years. 
With this, we have continued to develop the creativity and 
physical style that we favour at QM, whilst challenging the 
students and the directors to create new, original material, and 
they have certainly delivered! Performed over two nights in 
front of a packed audience in the Richardson hall, followed by 
two matinees for Years 7 and 8, girls have worked to physicalise 
and bring to life this emotional tale.



LRC
It has been a busy term in the LRC. We have celebrated Roald 
Dahl Day, Banned Books Week and World Mental Health Day. 
We hosted the Scholastic Book fair in school which was a huge 
success, pulling in almost £750 worth of sales and giving us 50% 
back in free books for the LRC. 
Poetry
The library collaborates with the English department to offer a 
variety of poetry events. We host a Creative café each month with 
performance poetry, crafts and games. For National Poetry Day 
we launched the Young Writers poetry competition, resulting in 
an incredible 68 submissions for publication, and we held our 
first round of the Poetry by Heart competition.
                                                                         
Poetry by Heart

                                                                       

Storytelling
The library hosted our annual storytelling event for local primary 
children at the end of term. Year 2 students from Butts Primary 
joined us for a morning of stories, crafts & activities all themed 
around The Polar Express. 
Pupils from years 9-13, who attend storytelling club, were able 
to use their skills to create a magical atmosphere for our visiting 
children; sharing the joy of stories and inspiring them to create 
their own tales.

QM SNOW PATROL 
20TH ANNIVERSARY SKI TRIP

Ski trip 2020 is set and everyone is looking forward to a fantastic 
time in Austria. The early season snow suggests that this year 
should be a great one for all those that love sliding down the 
pistes of Europe. We are currently gathering quotes for our 2021 
trip. This will be the QMHS SnowPatrols 20th anniversary trip. 
We went to Crystal Mountain in Washington state, USA, with a 
stopover in Seattle 10 trips ago. I wonder where we will be in 
2021. If you are interested, look out for the launch flyers early in 
the new year. Keep up to date with all that is Snowsports QM on 
our blog: http://snowsportsqm.blogspot.com/

Duke of Edinburgh Awards 

We have seen a fantastic level of participation over the past 
few years with season 2019 being the most significant. We have 
seen 21 groups, over 130 students, take part in the award this 
year and to date 40 students have obtained the Bronze award, 11 
Silver awards and 4 Golds. It is fair to say the students have had 
one of the most challenging expedition years to complete the 
awards due to the British weather not always being favourable 
during any of our expeditions. The most recent expedition saw 
the first frosts of the season and students rolling icy tents! We are 
extremely proud of them all and wish them well in completing 
their sections over the next few months.

We are just closing the applications for the 2020 season. Early 
in the new year teams will be registered and levels added to 
the eDofE system. Please ensure that you have submitted your 
paperwork and paid for your deposits so that registration can be 
completed.
Follow us on twitter: @QMHSDOFE or view our blog at https://
qmdofe.blogspot.com/

Poetry by Heart is a national competition for students to 
learn, recite & perform poems. Pupils are judged on accuracy, 
understanding, voice & presentation. 

Our KS4 competition left us with four students who will progress 
to the next round, enabling us to select a winner to represent us 
at the regional stage. We will also be looking for a KS3 winner 
when their competition runs in January.

One of our competitors, Evelyn, said “I loved doing Poetry by 
Heart because it was an exciting new take on poetry.”

Winners of the regional stage will be invited to the national 
finals in London hosted by the Poetry 
Society & attended by top poets



As part of our Sixth Form enrichment programme, we were given the opportunity to organise, plan and create 
a community project to not only enrich our education but to give back to the community around us. Five different 
community projects were run this term, the first of these was “Painted tiles to give children smiles!” which involved 
engaging our own students in the creation of positive and colourful tile designs for children in a nearby hospital, with the 
tiles kindly being donated by Walsall Tiles a local company who were thrilled to support us and valued the opportunity 
to bring the community closer together. We also encouraged the children in the Manor Hospital wards to get creative 
and draw things that make them happy on their own set of tiles ready to be displayed around our school pond to further 
spread positivity back within the school.
 
 Another group worked with the year 7s and 8s in our school to make Christmas cards and decorations for the people 
who live in Ashgrove Care home in Bloxwich. We spent an afternoon at the care home where we went round and spoke 
to the residents and gave them our Christmas gifts. It was amazing to see the residents face light up and they were so 
grateful to us for coming in and talking to them. This was an amazing experience for all of us involved and we hope we 
made a difference to the people in our local community. 

In the school community, we have staged a mock election in light of the General Election on Thursday 12th. This project 
was designed to educate all years in the importance of voting, and getting their voice heard. We created a PowerPoint 
including party manifestos which was shown to each form, and designed ballot forms for our ‘polling station’. We 
decided to keep each party anonymous in order to avoid bias and ensure votes accurately represented each student’s 
views, enabling them to cast a vote on how closely each party manifesto represented their views, rather than that of their 
friends or family. 

Another two groups of year 12 have been working with students at Mayfield Preparatory school. One group focussing 
on a recycling project where students designed and made sculptures out of recycling to encourage looking after our area. 
The other worked with year 6 students to create christmas cards for the children at Walsall Manor hospital, they then 
went into the hospital and made Christmas cards and decorations with the patients.

Miss Houlder is extremely proud of how the students have taken on the community projects and how they have all done 
different projects.  

SIXTH FORM ENRICHMENT



A group of students in year 10 took part in a Speaker's Trust 
workshop which helps to develop their confidence and public 
speaking skills.  Each student put together a one minute speech 
on a topic they were passionate about and delivered it to the rest 
of the group, without notes.  They were judged against a set of 
criteria and the winners were announced.  The five students going 
through to the assembly finals are Harbinn, Emily, Arya, Valisha 
and Zainab.  Lisa and Simapreet were also highly commended.  
Well done to all the girls who took part.

Students in Y9, Y10 and Y11 attended a careers fair on 
Monday 25th november where a variety of organisations, 
STEM ambassadors, training and apprenticeship providers and 
universities attended to talk to our students about the world of 
work.  The students were able to ask questions regarding the 
various organisations and the types of roles available without 
those companies, as well as routes into work.  The students 
were commended on the range and quality of questions that they 
asked and the visitors enjoyed speaking with our students.

If you work for an organisation who would be interested in 
supporting the school with CEIAG related events, such as 
the careers fair or assembly talks, please contact Mr Vaughan 
(careers leader) by email (st-vaughan-w@qmhs.org.uk).  Please 
provide details of the type of organisation you work for and what 
you would be able to offer.

All students in Y9 and Y10 have now signed up for an account 
on the Unifrog platform.  This will allow them to find out more 
about the world or work, labour market information and routes 
into work.  They will be using this to build up a portfolio of 
encounters with employers and any other activities which will 
later help them build their CVs or university applications.  Year 
9 will use the site in January during morning tutor time to help 
prepare them for their upcoming careers interviews, which are 
happening in January.

Careers Corner
Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge

Best in school:  Rachel, Dyaal and Katie.

All students in year 9 and those studying computer science 
in year 10 took part in the Bebras Computational Thinking 
challenge.  As a school we performed very well, far exceeding 
the average scores for other schools in the West Midlands and 
the rest of England.  In year 9, Albia, Agnes, Amanah, Amy, 
Bhoomi, Courtney, Cheyanne, Elza, Emma, Gabriella, Iman, 
Isabella, Isabelle, Inayah, Jessie-May, Keisha, Kyra, Liberty, 
Lucy, Latifah, Lydia, Mercy, Malaika, Mya, Priya, Riya, Rhea, 
Reemamol and Stella achieved a 'Distinction' and Rachel was 
'Best in School'.  In year 10, Anjola, Soha, Namrata and Natalia  
achieved 'Distinction', while Katie  and Dyaal achieved 'Best in 
School'.  Well done to all that took part.  

Computer Science News

This October, to celebrate the International Day of 
Languages, year 8 were registered in an international 
vocabulary learning competition. For one week, they 
had access to VocabExpress, a website which helps train 
students in their vocabulary, in order to score as many 
points as possible for their team. Lots of schools from all 
over the world also took part. The competition was fierce, 
but our students of German performed exceptionally 
well, earning Queen Mary's High School a certificate 
for coming Runner-Up in the Piccolo Challenge Cup. 
Congratulations also go to Amani, who achieved 15th 
place in the overall competition for German and who got 

the highest score in the school for her hard work.

Year 7 Modern Foreign Languages Singing Competition
On Friday 22nd November, it was the turn of the new year 7 groups to perform a song in the modern foreign language that they 
are learning. Yet again, it was a bumper year with five fantastic performances. Each song was taken from a Disney film. First of 
all, 7Fr sang “I’ll make a man out of you” from Mulan in French, then 7G performed the German version of “A whole new world” 
from Aladdin. Up third was 7M, who sang a Chinese translation of “Try Anything” from Zootopia, before 7SP performed a song 
in Spanish from The Lion King, “I just can’t wait to be king.” Finally, it was the turn of 7F, who sang in French a song from 
Moana. Year 8 then voted for their favourite performance, which turned out to be 7M.
Here are the views of some of the year 7 students:
“That Friday was an amazing experience for all of year seven! It was an amazing opportunity for everyone in year seven to have 
fun and enjoy themselves. Personally I think 7FR did an amazing job. Congratulations though to 7M for coming first - your song 
sounded fantastic. It was very inspirational.” Carla (7E/Fr)

“On that Friday, we had a very frightening day as it was the MFL singing competition. Our group did "Make A Man" from Mulan 
in French. Our group was 7FR and I still think we were the best. However, 7M's song was amazing - a song from Zootopia, "Try 
anything". It was a fun occasion, even if we didn’t win. I really enjoyed it. I hope we do it again!” Maysam  (7A/Fr)

“I felt that the singing competition was amazing and really helped with our pronunciation. I enjoyed learning the words and 
actions and some of my classmates might agree that ours was definitely the best.
If I did have to choose someone else’s group it would probably 7F because of  how the song they chose from moana was really 
thoughtful and well pronounced.” Tejal 7FR/7SH

MFL


