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This year has seen the launch of the first joint event between the High School 
Association and the Grammar School QMA. A Summer Ball was held at 
the Grammar School on Saturday 29th June. The weather shone for us, and 
an evening of good food, excellent music and enjoyment was had by all. The 
feedback from the event has been very positive. Thank you to all parents who 
attended. This will be an ongoing event and we have earmarked Saturday 27th 
June 2020 for the next one. It would be great to have the support of more parents, 
friends and colleagues next year. 

The QMHSA have worked tirelessly this year, supporting our school and whilst 
they are a very small group, they have done an amazing job and we are very 
grateful to them. Our students all benefit from their support. We really need 
more parents/friends to join this group. Any help would be greatly appreciated. 
Please contact Ms Bridgett or Mrs Connell if you feel you may be able to give 
a little of your time.

Hay Festival
A group of students from year 7-13 shadowed the 
Young Adult Book Prize. This award showcases the 
best young adult fiction from UK and Irish authors. 
Having read all of the shortlisted books, students then 
attended the Hay Festival in Wales. Here they attended 
the award ceremony to see the winner announced and 
met all of the shortlisted authors.

Having just experienced House Glee I continue to wonder at the talent and 
commitment of our students who work collaboratively together to produce some 
amazing performances. The musical talent coupled with the support of our staff 
have worked together to produce performances which have inspired our school 
community and which will surely encourage us all into the coming year.
As we come to the end of this academic year we reflect on the achievements 
thus far and those yet to be celebrated in the summer. Our community have been 
working together to ensure that students achieve of their very best, supported by 
a committed and highly skilled staff. I have received a number of expressions 
of thanks from our outgoing Year 13 students and their parents who refer to the 
excellent teaching but also to the broad range of experiences that Queen Mary’s 
High School provides. The thread running through the feedback is the nurturing 
care and family feel that is so evident in the everyday experience of being in our 
school community.
I have also recently been visited by two students who moved on from QMHS two 
years ago and was inspired by their positive comments about our school. They 
referred to the aspects already mentioned but  also said that despite the various 
options they had seen on offer for their post-16 provision they considered that 
in both academic and extra curricular aspects we provided the best possible 
option. 
As the long holiday commences I wish our whole school community a very 
restful summer holiday. As per my end of term assembly – enjoy getting off that 
hamster wheel and having a good break!

Staff News
At the end of this term we say farewell to the following staff:
Mr Jakhu – who is moving on to a teaching position at Birmingham City 
University.
Miss Podmore – who is relocating to Sheffield and will take on another role as 
Subject Leader for Art.
Mrs Boynton – who is leaving a part time role in our languages department but 
may well be coming in to support us intermittently in future.
Mrs Smith – who has decided to take a break from teaching to look after her 
young family.
Dr Post – who, after 26 years of excellent service to our school, has decided to 
retire. We are so grateful for the commitment and dedication that Dr Post has 
given to both students and staff over such a long period of time and wish her a 
long and happy retirement.

The Maths department were incredibly proud of all the girls in Year 8 who took 
part in the UK Maths Challenge recently. Everyone did incredibly well, with 
28 girls receiving a Bronze Award, 19 achieving a Silver and 4 girls attaining 
a Gold. 

Gold:- Lucy Hill, Muskaan Akram, Hannah-Sharnelle Geright and 
Gabriella Maher

Both Lucy Hill and Gabriella Maher did so well in their challenge that they 
qualified for the national Kangaroo Challenge, a tougher version of the Maths 
Challenge sat in school for exceptionally able students.

Maths Challenge



Year 9 Step into the NHS Competition.
This year all Year 9 pupils took part in the national Step into the NHS 
Competition. They were tasked with choosing a career within the NHS to 
research and then create a product to advertise this career. The aim was to 
encourage pupils to think about potential career paths in the future and show 
them how many different and valuable careers are available in the NHS. Having 
personally looked through all of the entries I was overwhelmed by the amount 
of creativity and originality in many of them. I am pleased to announce that we 
had a group who were highly commended for their entry. Imaan Ahmed, Ikra 
Kasim, Kelly Phung and Sina Mekonnen have all earned this by creating a scrap 
book about being a paediatrician. Their entry took a lot of effort and research 
to create and included a wealth of information in a fun and engaging way. They 
used bright colours, illustrations and pop ups to make their product interactive. 
You should all be very proud, well done! 
Miss Ayres

We cannot believe that we have come to the end of the year already. We 
have had a drama filled year from our Year 11 and 12 Devising perform-
ances to our Year 11’s scripted performance. Everyone has been working ex-
tremely hard and we are looking forward to getting back to it in September.   
Our Year 10 students have begun working on their final devising projects 
which they will perform in October and have been working hard in the initial 
stages of the rehearsal process looking into different elements to support 
they work they create. Our A- level students worked extremely hard in their 
mocks and have had a very successful year in the work that they have done. 
We are really looking forward to the year ahead with planned trips to see 
Wicked in London and to meet our new A-level and GCSE cohort. We also 
have the brilliant junior show production to look forward to in December 
which is a great chance to be part of a performance. 
One of the final things to say is we hope that our Year 11 students are 
pleased with their results in August and they recieve the mark that they 
deserve! 

Have a fabulous and restful summer!

Stay safe and see you all soon 
Mrs Rochfort and Miss Houlder: Team Drama

We have had a great launch to our Diana Award Anti-Bullying in school. 
We have two fully trained student anti-bullying ambassadors from each year 
group. The team have been meeting regularly to represent the views of their 
year group and discuss the work that we can do in School. We have been able 
to finish the term with a fantastic performance to Years 7, 8 and 9 from @jay-
vicofficial and @inkradebelle who were spreading a positive message about 
self worth and respect. 

All the ambassadors are looking forward to starting September with some new 
events and launching our first anti-bullying week in November. We look for-
ward to welcoming the new Year 7 students with positive messages about anti-
bullying and giving two of them the opportunity to become an ambassador 
too.

If you want to keep updated about everything that the team are doing please 
follow @QMHS_STOP 

Miss Houlder and Miss Ayres

Anti-Bullying

Team Drama

QM SNOW PATROL HEAD BACK TO AUSTRIA

Having taken some time to get sufficient numbers, our ski tour operator for 
2020 has come up with a great ‘last minute’ ski deal. This deal should allow the 
Snow Patrollers to keep on skiing. Once complete, this will be the 19th annual 
trip in the current format.

The Sport Amade is one of Austria’s great ski areas, with over 750km of skiing 
possible. We will be skiing in the area of Wagrain which provides us access to 
the FIS area of Flachau and the charming resort of St. Johann.

Students will ski or snowboard for six days and have four hours of instruction 
per day on a full board basis at the excellent Jugendhotel Saringgut. Our coach 
tour will leave school on Friday 14th February and return on Saturday 22nd 
February 2020. This trip is now booked, and if anyone wants to join the trip the 
deposit can be paid via School Comms and information letters are available in 
S13. The total cost of this trip is £985.



MFL Trips to China & Loire Valley
On Friday 21st June, 40 intrepid year 8 and year 9 students travelled by coach 
to the Loire Valley accompanied by 4 members of staff. The group stayed in 
a hotel attached to an award-winning French theme park called Futuroscope, 
which celebrates technology and human innovation and gives a glimpse into the 
future technologies which might become available before long. On the first day 
of the trip, there was a tasting session at the Bigot Patissier in Amboise before a 
visit of the Château Clos Lucé, where Leonardo da Vinci spent the last 3 years 
of his life and then a brief tour of Tours. After dinner, the group enjoyed a game 
of bowling. The second day in France was spent at Futuroscope, exploring the 
theme park before watching the spectacular, pyrotechnic evening show which 
included lasers, sound and dance. On the final day, the group went on a gentle 
river cruise on the Cher, where they were able to view another château before 
doing a bit of shopping in Poitiers. The group returned from France just before 
the heatwave arrived, but still enjoyed sunshine and 30°C during their fun-
filled cultural trip.

Year 9 Translation Bee
In Modern Foreign Language lessons, year 9 have been challenged this year 
with participation in the Translation Bee. Each term, there has been a class 
competition to see who can translate as many sentences as possible in one 
minute from English into the foreign language that they are studying. This 
competition was introduced to help prepare the students for the rigours of the 
new GCSE syllabus and the students have risen to the challenge. In the Autumn 
Term, the sentences were in the present tense. In the Spring Term, the sentences 
were in the future tense. In the Summer Term, the sentences were in the past 
tense. Some students were able to translate over 20 sentences in one minute! 
Each term, students were awarded commendations which have helped to boost 
the overall score that their House has achieved, and in the summer term the 8 
students from each class who got the highest average score across each term 
took part in the final. In the final, each of the 8 students had to translate as many 
sentences as possible in one minute from English into the foreign language; 
however, this time ALL 3 tenses were tested: past, present and future. The 
competition was fierce, but in the end our year 9 Translation Bee champions 
are: Simran Singh for German, Holly Smirthwaite for Spanish and Natalia Tura 
for French. Congratulations to all of year 9 for their efforts this year and special 
congratulations go to all 8 finalists and to the 3 champions. 

Modern Foreign Languages Trip to 
China

Two years ago, QMHS introduced the Mandarin Excellence 
Programme, which aims to offer to young people the chance 
of mastering mandarin by the end of year 11. As part of the 
programme, students are given the opportunity of visiting China 
and studying the language there alongside cultural activities. On 
4th July, the first group from QMHS departed for 2 weeks of 
study in China along with a group of students from QMGS and 6 
members of teaching staff. The visit is going well and students are 
learning a lot, not just in terms of the language, but also in terms 
of the culture of China. We will welcome them back on UK soil 
on 18th July. 



 This season has been a busy one with over 70 year 9 students participating in 
the Bronze award, 50 year 10’s undertaking the Silver award and 7 students 
from year 12 taking on the Gold award. Students have been busy over the whole 
academic year working on their physical development, learning new skills and 
putting something back into their local community or school community by 
doing a number of months of volunteering.
While the Bronze students have undertaken many weeks of lunchtime and after 
school training in preparation for their expedition module, the Silver and direct 
to Gold students completed extensive expedition training over three days, and 
during the passage of storm Hannah in the latter part of April. What a challenge! 
We did it though, and did it well.
In June, all of our Bronze students undertook their final training and practice 
expedition, before putting their skills to the test at the end of June in their 
two day qualification expedition. All passed the needed 19 conditions for the 
Bronze award. Pleasingly, at the time of writing, 18 students have completed 
their Bronze award prior to the end of term. This is a great achievement and 
demonstrates great organisational skills. Well done!
Finally, last week saw 70 students head out to Edale and the Hope Valley to 
either complete their practice expedition or, in the case of our three year 11 
teams, complete their qualification expedition. I am pleased to report that all 
students did incredibly well, particularly in having to deal with the British 
weather. At least two out of the four days were rainy and misty, which offers a 
whole new challenge when it comes to kit preparation and navigation. All did 
exceptionally well.
Our Silver and Gold teams will be out again in September to complete the 
season with their qualification expeditions.
We hope to launch next season’s awards soon. Year 8 will be able to do some 
preparation over the summer break, while year’s 10 and 11, and our new year 12 
students, will be able to sign up to the challenges of the Silver or Gold awards. 
The latter can be commenced once the student is 16 years of age.



Queen Mary’s High School Association has staged a number of successful events and supported several projects around school this year. Highlights of 
2018/2019 have been the 125th Anniversary Celebration in September, where a memorable day of fundraising and entertainment was held to commemorate 
our anniversary, and the recent Summer Ball. The Ball was hosted in conjunction with the Grammar School and a fantastic evening was enjoyed by all who 
attended.  This was the first time we had joined the Boys’ school in holding such an event, but we hope to repeat the collaboration in future.

Other social events have included our now ‘legendary’ quiz night – always a great night out! Quiz night is an excellent opportunity to meet new people and 
socialise while wowing your offspring with your knowledge of music and ‘culture’ from before they were born...

In addition to events, the Association has supported parents’ evenings with refreshment sales and held raffles. The sale of QMHS cotton shopping bags proved 
very popular and we sold out in a very short space of time. The uniform recycling scheme is on-going and is an opportunity to help our environment while 
raising vital funds for students and accessing great value uniform essentials. In school itself, Association members have supported the setting up of a ‘Red 
Box’ scheme to combat ‘Period Poverty’.

We also provided commemorative badges for all of the students to mark 125 years since the school was founded. We will be rounding off the anniversary year 
with the installation of a mosaic in Richardson Hall funded by the Association. A competition was held to find a design (Sophie Hawley in Year 12 produced 
the winning entry) and the Art Department provided the necessary skill and hard work to create the final piece.  Thank you to all of the girls who entered the 
competition: everyone will get another chance to view all of the entries at the beginning of next term. The Association would like to express its especial thanks 
to Miss Podmore for her amazing contribution to the mosaic – we couldn’t have done it without her!

This past academic year has seen the Association raise a total of £3800 and we are still awaiting the final figures for the Summer Ball. We were able to fund the 
125 year celebration event, pin badges for the students and some of this money is now ear-marked to help revamp the 6th Form Centre and students have been 
asked for ideas on other ways in which they would like to see the money spent.  Our social events have contributed to the wider life of the school community 
and have added to the welcoming, family atmosphere that we all value so much at Queen Mary’s. We very much hope to continue our efforts in the coming 
year – but this will only be possible with your help. All of the above has been achieved by a very small band of people and we would benefit hugely from 
more practical support. New members are always welcome at our meetings and we would also encourage parents to take on any role they feel able to in the 
Association, big or small, be that as a member of the QMHSA committee or a one-off offer of help to sell refreshments or help set up or tidy up at an event. 
We would be very grateful for any help you can offer! Please contact us at qmhsa@qmhs.org.uk if you would like to support us.

Thank you to everyone who has attended our events or supported other aspects of our fundraising in the past year. We wish you all a great summer break.

QMHSA.

QMHSA




