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Y9 Translation Bee Competition

Having just returned from the Town Hall after a superb Christmas Celebration event I am now feeling very much more in the 
festive spirit. As we approach the end of what is always a very busy term we must not fail to reflect on our achievements. Staff have 
been working hard to support our students in achieving of their very best, not only during lessons but also via the wide range of 
extra-curricular opportunities, trips and visits that are part of our experience here. Recently I reported to our governors on the trips 
programme and was amazed at the breadth and depth of provision across all year groups. Our students are fortunate to have teachers 
who go above and beyond the requirements of their roles in order to bring such richness to our curriculum.

In addition, we have expanded our work with local primary schools with a literacy workshop joining the already well established 
Maths Hub and Looked After Children programmes. We have also welcomed primary school children to our library to enjoy 
storytelling and we are grateful to our LRC manager, Mrs Groves, for the range of activities she provides.

This term we say farewell to Miss Mahmood and Mrs Ralphs and we wish them well as they leave us, thanking them both for all 
that they have contributed to our life here at Queen Mary’s.

Finally, I would like to wish all associated with our community at Queen Mary’s High School a restful and 

This year, after the success of last year’s competition, the Modern 
Foreign Languages department decided to adapt the Translation 
Bee competition to all year 9 classes, whether the class was a 
first language or second language group, and to all rounds of the 
competition. The aim is to give our year 9 students the very best 
foundation before they begin the GCSE course in year 10. 

This term, the students prepared very well for the first round of 
the competition, in which they had to translate as many sentences 
as possible from English into French, Spanish or German in one 
minute. The competition in many classes was fierce with some 
students able to translate twenty or more sentences in those 60 
seconds. 

Next term, although the vocabulary will stay the same, the tense 
will change to the future tense. 

Well done to all year 9!

Queen Mary’s High School’s Successful SSEF Bid
Only 16 grammar schools out of the 39 applicants for the £50 million Selective Schools Expansion Fund were successful and Queen 
Mary’s High School was one of them! Our bid for £1.8 million was granted in full and will be used to create a brand new facility 
where the houses are in Lichfield Road. This will provide valuable additional space to accommodate our increased numbers as our 
intake moves from 120 to 150. In addition, the funding will be used to create an additional science laboratory.

There is a lot of work to be done before these new facilities are in use but it is hoped that they will be available to us from September 
2020.



BRITISH COUNCIL CHINESE SPEAKING 
COMPETITION

Year 7 and 8 Competed in 2018 HSBC/British Council Chinese Speaking Competition 

Last Friday six of us caught the train to London at 8:05 am. It was an around two-hour journey, but it didn’t see too long. When 
we arrived in London, it was pouring down with rain. At least, Mrs Liu had her umbrella!

When I walked into the Victory Services Club where the competition was held, the place looked very posh. We could all hear 
other groups rehearsing and I knew this competition as not going to be easy.

 We watched Gabby from Year 8 competing in the Individual category. She was very brave and delivered her presentation very 
nicely. It was our turn to go on stage. All that was going through my mind was ‘remember the lines and smile’, and that’s what 
I did! I was so happy that I didn’t mess it up. Mrs Liu said we did very well. However, the competition was really tough; a large 
proportion of our competitors were from private and boarding school. So hopefully what we did was enough to get us into the 
Final which is going to be held at the British Museum! Courtney Guest 8A

Lucy Halford 8E
Nasrin Dahir 8A
Gabriel  Maher 8B
Emilia Timothy 7E

I was so proud of all our girls yesterday who performed in the 
Christmas Carol Celebration held at Walsall Townhall. They 
were all fantastic! We had musical items from the QMHS/
QMGS joint orchestra, string ensemble and choir. Brave 
soloists included Grace Dubb (Year 7),  Poppy Kimitris and 
Yasmin Nachif (year 10) who presented their own unique 
version of the Christmas classic ‘When a child is born’. All the 
readers also spoke really well: not easy in front of such a big 
audience (over 600) . 

Thank you to everybody involved, including staff who sang 
in the choir. I am really looking forward to our next big event 
which is at the Forest Arts A3 arena on Wednesday 10th 
April. 
I hope to see some of you there!

Mr Vause

Christmas Celebration



Press Release - Food Mountain for Walsall Food Bank

Generous students from Queen Mary’s High School show true festive spirit.
Supporting a charity over the festive season provides an opportunity to show our students the real meaning of Christmas.
Students and staff at Queen Mary’s High School have been extremely busy collecting items for the North Walsall Foodbank in 
Pelsall. More than 1000 items, including tins, pasta, cooking sauces, milk, juice, biscuits, sweets and toiletries, have been donated 
during December.

Dr Anna Gottschall, Head of Eliot House, said ‘The collection of items was organised by one of our sixth form students Ayesha 
de Silva. She was extremely passionate about supporting a local charity and developing the profile of our school within the 
community. Each year, as a school, we support a charity nominated by our sixth form students. In the past we have supported the 
Shoe Box Appeal and the Glebe Centre’.

Ayesha explained ‘I felt that it was really important over the festive season to support our local community by donating items 
to those less fortunate than ourselves. The whole school worked together to collect food items and it was great to see such a 
phenomenal amount of items. Organising this event has been a really rewarding experience and I look forward to organising 
additional collections for the foodbank in the future’.

‘The Wind in the Willows’
On Friday 30th November year 7 pupils had the opportunity to attend the annual English Department’s theatre trip. This year the 
girls were treated to a spectacular performance of ‘The Wind in the Willows’ at the New Vic theatre in Stoke. 

The cast of extremely talented and versatile actors and musicians brought the world of the animals to life in a very magical and 
captivating way. The use of the circular stage to enable the audience to surround the action was also very effective in helping the 
viewer to feel part of the action.

In response to the trip the girls have written some very apt reviews of the show as part of their English lessons. Here is a selection 
of their comments:
‘All the characters were spectacular and I particularly enjoyed watching Toad as he was very dramatic and he used his facial 
expressions and voice to clearly show his mood’.
‘The bond between the musicians and the actors was faultless: the music was played at the right time, and added to the suspense 
or happiness created’.
‘The use of the staging was very clever. I particularly liked how a lake was projected onto the stage. You could even see the first 
swimming in it as Mrs Otter and her daughter, Portley, were diving in and out through trapdoors’.
‘The foliage around the stage was lit with fairy lights. It created a magical feel’.
‘The way the actors created cars and trains using minimal props was very clever. They helped the audience to imagine what was 
happening’.

The students really valued the opportunity of watching a live performance and showed their gratitude through a thunderous round 
of applause at the play’s conclusion.

Dr Gottschall



Well, yet again we come to the end of another fabulous year in our Drama world! 2018 is nearly done and we are ready for an 
exciting year ahead but first it is time to celebrate all of the success we have so far this term.

One of our favourite’s Kneehigh Theatre Company performed at the Warwick Arts Centre in September and so it was customary for 
our A Level cohort to go along and see their incredible adaptation of the modern fable ‘F.U.P’ which explored the fun but sincere 
tale of 100-Year-old Grand-daddy Jake bringing up his Grandson ‘Tiny’ under the watchful eye of FUP the duck!! We know what 
to expect from a Kneehigh performance and the company astounded us once again with their live musical interludes, fun, lively 
characters, physical theatre, dancing, huge belly laughs and sad, reflective moments. So inspiring for audiences and will be a great 
starting point for the girls as they move on to their devised performance unit after Christmas with their own Creative Adaptations.
The KS4 and KS5 pupils also enjoyed another theatre trip to see ‘The Lovely Bones’ performed at the Birmingham Rep. This 
performance was an adaptation of the book by Alice Sebold and follows the life of Susie Salmon after she has been murdered. 
Sounds grizzly but the performance itself was absolutely stunning, twists and turns along the way and the opportunity for audience 
members to connect with really believable characters. The stage itself was simply inspiring; a huge mirror hung from the ceiling that 
allowed the performance to be seen from completely different angles and from time to time went completely see through to enable 
the audience to see through the glass giving the impression we were all inside a dolls house looking out. Tense yet touching moments 
were contrasted with lively fun scenes and the company’s ability to engage and entertain the audience was unquestionable. There 
was laughter and gasps throughout with a number of tear jerking moments which left the audience wanting more. What’s more is 
the inspiration this performance has given all our students for their forthcoming devised and scripted project work as well as theatre 
review material.  

The Year 11 GCSE girls have recently performed their devised assessment pieces which inspired and delighted fellow peers 
who came along at lunchtime to support the performers after their full moderation day. The quality of work was exceptional and 
demonstrates the incredible talent and standards we have at KS4. A huge well done to our performers and a thank you to their peers 
for the support!! The girls have now moved on to their final area of assessment, script work which will be assessed in April/May (we 
are currently awaiting confirmation-eek). Next up is the Year 10 devised pieces in January – watch out for performance dates! 
KS3: Fright Night Galore.

What a wonderful time we have had with the Junior show this year. ‘’A Night of Horror’ was this year’s spectacle and what a delight 
it was. Working with a fabulous director team, a cast of 88 girls from across all of KS3 worked hard and delivered three bigger shows 
of ‘The Demon Headmaster’, ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ and ‘Salem’. We have continued to develop the creativity and physical style that we 
favour at QM and the directors and cast have certainly delivered!

Performed over two nights in front of a packed audience in the Richardson hall, followed by two matinees for Years 7 and 8, girls 
have worked to physicalise and bring to life their horrific tale. Year 7’s did a superb job of adapting the ‘Demon Headmaster’ to fit 
our very own Queen Mary’s High school and so the school and possibly the world was being taken over by the cunning ‘Dr Burton’ 
crammed full of comedy this performance delighted all audience members. 

Year 8’s created a mysterious and energetic performance of ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ which was full of sorrow and gore, gravity defying 
lifts and a chorus that rarely left the stage leaving the audience gasping for more. 
Year 9’s performance of ‘Salem’ left the audience on the edge of their seats. Stunning performances by all the cast with a chorus of 
up to 20 pupils and a whole cast of 48. Strong ensemble speech and physical theatre moments really brought this story of witchcraft 
to life and left the audience breathless! 

The cast performed with great enthusiasm and got a fantastic response from the audience. The hard work from both the cast and 
directors over several months has clearly paid off and we thank you for such a fabulous show. It is the last show that Lydia Bradbury, 
Ellie Dulce, Sophie Manion and Madison McKinley will direct as they fly the QM nest at the end of the school year. Thank you so 
much for the enthusiasm and energy girls; your dedication to the show has been very much appreciated!
A huge thank you to Jaz Bhachu and Kiran Benning and a number of keen Sixth Form helpers for a wonderfully creative set design; 
you have excelled yourselves this year and without your input the show would not look as stunning as it did. 

A huge well done to all of the girls involved in the show; we wouldn’t have had such a fabulous show without you. Thanks to the 
Fair-trade committee and PTA who served an array of refreshments during our shows.
Have a wonderful Christmas and we shall see you in 2019!! 

Best Wishes,

Mrs Rochfort and Miss Houlder: Team Drama

DRAMA



This term as part of the enrichment programme we offer to year 
13, we have given the students the opportunity to take a creative 
outlet in LAMDA examinations. This culminated in 11 year 
13 students taking part in the renowned grade 7 examinations. 
All students who have taken part have enjoyed the process and 
grown in confidence which is something they will be able to 
take on into their further education. 

I am extremely proud of the work they have created which has 
been both challenging in subject matter and highly creative in 
terms of drama skills. 

Below is one of our students perspectives on this part of our 
enrichment programme 

 “We are so glad that we took the opportunity to take part in 
LAMDA this half term. LAMDA is an externally assessed 
Drama exam where you can create a devised or scripted piece. 
One group decided to perform a scripted piece called ‘DNA’ 
by Dennis Kelly and the other created an original devised 
performance surrounding the events of the Madeleine Mccann 
case. Since the start of this term, we have been working together 
to create our pieces and have been dedicated to rehearsals. On 
Saturday 15th and Monday 17th December, we took our exams 
at Millenium point, Birmingham. It was an amazing experience 
and we all felt a great sense of achievement. 
Overall, we have loved doing LAMDA. We have developed so 
many transferable skills which will be beneficial to us in the 
future; as well as being able to have a creative outlet- a welcome 
break from the stress of A-Levels! We couldn’t recommend this 
enough.” 

Hopefully this is a programme that will expand over the coming 
years for the students at Queen Mary’s High School. 

Miss Houlder
Drama teacher

DRAMA - LAMDA
“This term marked the anniversary of our 125th year. To mark 
the event the Queen Mary’s High School Association hosted a 
celebration event on 23rd September. Initially it was planned to 
be on our playing fields on the Sutton Road. However weather 
on the day resulted in us holding the event both in a marquee 
and in the school hall of the Grammar School. It was a fabulous 
event. There were lots of fun games and stalls, dance exhibitions 
and student performances along with two raffles - one for our 
special celebration teddy bear and another which included lots 
of prizes. Thank you to all parents, old girls, students and staff 
both present and past who attended the event. Everyone who 
came expressed their enjoyment. Our event ended with 125 
bounces across the mobile trampoline with our Headteacher Dr 
Alison Bruton completing the final jump to Kool & the Gang’s 
“Celebration”. As a momento of the event all the staff and 
students were presented with a commemorative pin badge.

Many thanks go to the Association for their hard work and efforts 
in hosting such a fantastic day.

The Association continue to be instrumental in helping the 
school raise funds. If anyone feels that they could offer help 
please contact  qmhsa@qmhs.org.uk.

PFA



Year 7 Modern Foreign Languages Singing 
Competition

On Tuesday 4th December, the MFL department held the annual 
year 7 singing competition, where the year 7 students sing a song 
in the foreign language that they are studying. This year we had 4 
different entries. 7M performed a song in Mandarin about snow, 
7F sang a French song about being united, 7G sang a well-known 
German pop song from the 1980s ‘99 Luftballons’ and 7SP 
performed a Spanish song with a salsa beat. The performances 
were excellent. However, only one group could win and year 
8 voted for 7SP. Here are some thoughts from students in 7SP 
about performing in the competition:

“The day of the foreign languages singing competition was a 
nerve-wracking yet amazing day. Learning and rehearsing an 
upbeat song in a completely different language, that I was new 
to, was an enticing and unique experience. Our class sang the 
Spanish song ‘Vivir mi vida’. Being in front of an audience 
was a bit intimidating but being able to show others the song 
your class and you had been working on was extraordinary and 
thrilling. This experience was unique and a great confidence 
booster along with learning an enjoyable Spanish song. Winning 
and having all the hard work pay off was also a fantastic and 
joyous moment!” (Manjot Dhillon, 7SP)

“I really enjoyed the singing competition. I really didn’t think 
we would win because there were so many great songs but the 
joyful song definitely gave us an advantage, as well as the great 
moves created by Milly and Jasmine. Overall this was a really 
great experience and all the songs were amazing.” (Hannah 
Rose, 7SP)

“In the morning, we all lined up to wait for our turn for the 
singing competition. My group were up second and that made 
me feel really nervous. As we were walking up to the front of 
Big School Hall, I saw my year 8 friends and made sure that 
they knew that I was in 7SP. Whilst we were doing the song I 
was really anxious and had butterflies in my stomach. When we 
finished the song, I felt anxious as well- let’s just say that I felt 
anxious throughout- mostly because I wanted to win because 
two years ago my sister, who was in 7G at the time, won. When 
I found out that we had won I thought it was GREAT.” (Ritika 
Malhi, 7SP)

Libby Dutton in 8G1, whose class won last year, has written this 
about this year’s competition:
“I found the year 7 MFL singing competition really fun. It was 
nice to have a different type of assembly for once and it was 
interesting for us to have a say. As we took part in the competition 
last year, we knew how it felt and how nerve-wracking it can be 
for them to stand up in front of the people in the year above (who 
can look quite scary). I think it was a lively way of involving both 
year groups and providing entertainment for both students in 
years 7 and 8 and the teachers. I think it was well-timed because 
it seemed like everyone needed uplifting as it was nearly the end 
of term and we were beginning to grow tired of school and wait 
for a break and Christmas. We performed in German las year and 
really enjoyed it. We were given the theme of Christmas, so we 

MFL
had to perform a carol. We chose ‘Rudolf das kleine Renntier’ 
(Rudolf the red-nosed reindeer) and our group won because of 
our amazing singing skills and our costumes. Our costumes were 
great, we all had reindeer antlers on and mine were inflatable! 
It took about eight of us to manage to blow them up! Kya was 
swaying from side to side holding a Build-a-bear reindeer in 
Christmas clothes. All in all, I think that this year’s performances 
were really good, maybe even better than ours. I thought the 
German group were the best and I’m not being biased because 
that is my first and favourite language.”

UKMT Senior Maths 
Challenge 2018

On the 15th November, we sent a team to represent Queen 
Mary’s High School at the UKMT Senior Team Challenge that 
took place at Wolverhampton University.   The competition tests 
mathematical, communication and team working skills, and 
students compete against teams of other talented mathematicians 
from other schools and colleges across the Midlands. We came 
a very respectable 10th place out of 18 schools.  Well done 
to Meg Wilkinson, Hamza Idris, Olivia Griffiths and Emily 
Dawkins for working so hard and representing our school.

A huge well done too to all of the year 12 and 13 mathematicians 
who opted to take part in the UKMT Senior Individual Maths 
challenge this term.  The Mathematical Challenges aim to 
stimulate mathematical problem solving and consist of 25 
multiple choice questions that really put your problem solving 
skills to the test.  To recognise the highest performers in the 
Challenge, the top-scoring 60% of participants are awarded 
bronze, silver or gold certificates.  Our pupils should be really 
proud of their achievements with 26 achieving a bronze award, 
6 achieving silver and 1 pupil getting a gold award.  The gold 
award was achieved by Meg Wilkinson who then qualified for 
entry into the Kangaroo challenge.  Qualification to this next 
stage is a fantastic achievement in itself but she didn’t just 
qualify, she went on to achieve the highest award of a merit.  
This is exceptional and we would like to congratulate Meg for 
this wonderful achievement.

Further challenges will be taking place over the next two 
terms.  We will be entering our year 10 and some year 11 pupils 
into the UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge coming up in 
February 2019 and the year 8s will take part in the UKMT 
Junior Challenge in April 2019.

Maths club will begin next term where you can gain past paper 
practice to prepare for the upcoming challenges.  We will keep 
you posted….

Have a great Christmas and a restful break!  

The Maths Department.



Safeguarding 
The safety and well-being of our students and staff remains of paramount importance to us at QMHS. 

We have a new student version of our safeguarding policy which can be found on the school website.  This was shared with students 
through assemblies at the start of the academic year.  It is important that our students know that they can talk to any member of staff 
in school should they ever feel vulnerable or unsafe.  May I remind you that should you have any concerns about student safety 
you can contact Mrs Plimmer our deputy DSL and Pastoral support co-ordinator for years 7 -10, Mrs York, our Pastoral support 
co-ordinator for year 11 and sixth form or Mrs Connell, the Designated safeguarding lead. 
 
A new Keeping Children Safe in Education policy was launched in September 2018 and as such our own policy was updated which 
can be found on our website.  

As we break up from school it is important that safety remains at the forefront of all of our minds.  As our young people may have 
more time to spend on their devices it is important that you remain vigilant about the websites they are using and their social media 
usage.  If you have any concerns about a student’s welfare or safety you can contact the police directly or Child line continue to be 
a fantastic organisation offering support to our young people.  We would also like to signpost you to a local neighbourhood watch 
website www.wmnow who provide up to date information about safety in your own local area.  

Have a safe and restful Christmas break

Mrs Debbie Connell




