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SCHOOL BLOG
Don’t forget to check out the latest posts 
on the school blog. You can also follow us 
on twitter.
https://qmhsblog.wordpress.com
#Offtherecord
@qmhsblog

The end of this academic year brings some significant changes in the life 
of our school community as we say a fond farewell to three long serving 
members of staff Mrs Burton, Dr Causier and Ms Kenny, all of whom are 
retiring after a grand total of over 70 years of service to the school.  Their 
collective knowledge will be sorely missed and, speaking personally, I will 
greatly miss the wisdom and experience that my two colleagues on the 
Leadership Team have brought to bear in our strategic planning and decision 
making. In addition, we wish Miss Timmins the very best as she relocates 
to Bury St Edmunds and takes up a teaching role there, whilst Miss Murray 
makes a move to a school in Birmingham, where we hope she too will be 
very happy.

Further news is that Ms Cope who works in our reprographics department is 
getting married during the holiday and will return to us as Mrs Coley. We are 
also delighted to let you know that Mrs Watson, one of our music teachers, 
has had a baby girl called Isabelle

So as this busy year comes to an end amidst a heatwave I wish all of our 
community a restful and refreshing summer break and look forward to 
welcoming you back on Wednesday 5th September for the usual start time of 
9.45am (Y7 and Y12 induction will take place on Tuesday 4th).

Best wishes

The Parents Association held a Barmy Bingo event with fish and chip supper at 
school in May. It was a fabulous night. Both adults and children who attended 
really enjoyed it. The event was sponsored by Mecca and Luda and raised £355 
towards purchasing some new dining room furniture for the canteen.

The PA are now focusing on our 125 year Celebration event on 23rd September 
up at the fields on our Sutton Road site. All current and past students, staff and 
their families are all welcome to come and join us between 12 and 4pm. 

A big thank you to all of the parents who have given up their time this year 
to help plan and organise the fundraising activities. We really appreciate the 
support.

A reminder there will be a uniform selling event hosted by Stevensons in 
Richardson Hall on August 9th between 2pm and 6pm.

orchestra trip
9 pupils from QMHS orchestra have just returned from a wonderful music tour 
in Germany and the black forest. Aldridge school have been visiting this area 
for 25 years with their school orchestra and we were delighted that Mr Mason 
(Director Of Music Aldridge) invited us to join with them this year.  We stayed 
near Freiburg and performed several concerts, one being a joint concert with 
members of the Freiburg music school. As well as performing, we also had lots 
of free time and an opportunity to explore new towns, go swimming, go on a 
mountain toboggan run and visit Europa park (a theme park like Alton towers). 
We all had a fantastic time and I hope that one day soon we will be able to take 
the whole of our orchestra - better get planning!



ENGINEERING EDUCATION SCHEME AT QMHS

The Engineering Education Scheme is a scheme run in the United Kingdom by the Engineering Development Trust to promote the education of school students 
about engineering. For the duration if the project the teams work together with their company, for example Kodak or Ford, one of the largest contributors is the 
Royal Navy. The companies give them a real life challenge to which they need to find a solution. All the teams are given presentations by the scheme’s organisers 
as to exactly what they need to do. For the 6 months the team works on the project. They get help from their teachers as well as visits from engineers from their 
companies who discuss their ideas with them. 

For the duration of our project we worked with three engineers from Alstom. Alstom is a French multinational company operating worldwide in rail transport 
markets, active in the fields of passenger transportation, signalling and locomotives, with products including the AGV, TGV, Eurostar, and Pendolino high-speed 
trains, in addition to suburban, regional and metro trains, and Citadis trams. 

The main idea of our project was to come up with way to test the air flow through a breather. 
As part of the project, we created three prototypes or out product and we had to write a report to document our progress through the project. To bring the project to 
a close, we presented our idea to ALSTOM and to a judging panel at the Engineering Education Scheme Celebration and Assessment Day. This event was attended 
by over 75 schools. On this day we came to know that ALSTOM were impressed with our product and that they may be putting it into production. They had taken 
on our idea and with slight adjustments, that had created their own prototype based on our design. The product has been put into production and be used at numerus 
depot, include those in France and Germany.   

Aliya Levene, Yasha Siddiqui, Ehmad Ahmed, Amber Parekh and Mrs. Glazewska 



The trip to Trier lasted four days and three nights, from the 14th to 18th June. It started with a 17-hour journey to the youth hostel, or Jugendherberge, that we were 
staying at in Germany. When we reached there all of us were too tired to do anything other than eat dinner and go to sleep (many of us not for a while).

On the second day, we enjoyed a breakfast consisting of ham (Schinken), cheese (Käse) and bread rolls (Brötchen) or cereal, then got on the coach with our coach 
driver (John) to leave for a tour of Trier. The tour was very interesting and we learned lots about the history and architecture of Trier. After that we were allowed to 
shop in the pedestrian area, where many of us enjoyed ice cream. After that we left for a chair lift in Cochem that was equal parts terrifying and pretty at the same 
time.

On the third day, we visited Burg-Eltz castle. The tour was very interesting but the walk there was very tiring. However, the ice creams the teachers bought for us 
made it worth it. After that we went on a boat on the river Rhine from Koblenz to Boppard, where we could go shopping. Unfortunately, many of the shops were 
closed as it was Saturday and in Germany, the shops close early on Saturdays. On the coach journey back Herr Martin entertained us by giving us lots of riddles 
with less than obvious, and frustrating, answers. It was fun nonetheless. When we got back to the youth hostel, we played a game of bowling, and had to go to bed 
late as we had been playing for so long. The winner of the game is still unknown to this day.

On the last day, we set out to leave back to England, but the teachers informed us we would be making a surprise detour to a Belgian chocolate factory, where 
many of us purchased a lot of chocolate. We also had to pass through Border Control. We ended up reaching Walsall at around 9pm after getting dinner at Oxford 
Services.

Overall, it was a very fun trip, and I would recommend going on it to everyone. [ Anoushka More, 9B]

Trier Trip

Royal Air Force French  and Engineering Challange at Cosford Museum

Last month, six of our Y10 MFL pupils studying French took part in a competition organised by Business Language Champions in collaboration with the RAF. 
The challenge was to design a Space Hotel for a European Consortium. The overall design had to be smart and practical and full of innovative ideas that had real 
potential to work in Space. Furthermore, the team had to work in a foreign language to communicate with continental materials suppliers and make a presentation 
to the European Investors in French. This was a great opportunity for our students to put their science and language skills into context in a fun environment, 
improving their employability skills along the way!
Mrs Lovell
MFL Leader.



 SPANISH TRIP TO SANTILLANA DEL MAR - JUNE 2018 - KS3

We spent 4 days in Spain with 35 of our KS3 students in June. We all had a great time and the girls behaved in an impeccable manner. Thank you girls for a fantastic 
trip! 
Mrs Lovell, Mrs Richards, Mrs Ralston and Mrs Plimmer.

Below are some of the comments we received from our trip participants.
 
‘We really enjoyed the trip to Spain, especially as we went with friends. We feel like during the trip we got to experience a lot of the Spanish culture. It was really 
exciting to try the food and explore the town. As well as going to the beach, we enjoyed going to the zoo and watching a bird show, which was very interesting. Our 
favourite part was going up a mountain. It was very new and exciting and had amazing views. Overall we loved the trip to Spain and had lots of fun!’
Amelia Kinsey and Lybah Iqbal Y8

‘During my time in Spain I experienced new things, made new friends and gained some unforgettable memories. Even though some of the coach journeys were long 
and twisted I would still do it all again to see the views that we saw and have the fun that we did. From the town trails to the sunny beach, we all had an amazing 
time. The hungry goats, which were thankfully chased away by Mrs Plimmer, caused one of the most traumatic lunches of my life!! The frantic bracelet shopping 
and the moment we gave Miss Lovell her tiger all tie together to create the perfect trip. I thank all of the staff that helped organise the trip and helped to give us this 
wonderful experience, i wouldn’t change it for the world.’
Priya Kular 8A’

‘I’ve had so much fun in Spain and made so many memories I will remember for a long time. We have learnt all about the culture of Spain and have tried lots of 
traditional foods. My favourite day was the day we went to the beach because it was such a sunny day. We had so much fun on the sand and splashing each other 
with the water. By the end we were all so soaked but we had some time to dry off when we went to get some ice cream. The beach had golden sand and clear water 
and looked so beautiful. Another day I enjoyed a lot was the day we went to the ‘Picos de Europa’ National Park. We saw some breath-taking mountains and took 
lots of pictures. We went up a cable car and reached the top of the mountains. After we ate our packed lunch, we had some time to explore the mountains and see 
the amazing view. After, we went to a small town with little shops. The shops sold souvenirs like t shirts, hoodies, mugs, fridge magnets…Before going to the hotel, 
we went to a fishing port and had some ice cream. I had such a good time with all my friends and would recommend this trip to everyone.’
Zaynah Nawaz 8S

‘I really enjoyed our trip to Spain this summer! I had such a nice time with my friends and I will remember the holiday forever. The staff were lovely who went and 
I would definitely recommend going on this trip if you get the chance! We did so many amazing things but my favourite days were the days where we went to the 
beach and when we went to the zoo.’
Lily Ashcroft 8S

‘We had lots and lots of great times in Spain, but my favourite by far was the beach. It was proper Spanish weather with the sun shining on us; it was a beautiful 
day! Before we headed down to the beach, we had our packed lunch in a park and embraced our inner child and played on it. We even made friends with a little 
Spanish boy who was so cute. After we finished our packed lunch we took a long walk to the beach. Before we went to the beach we went to see the seals; they 
were mostly all sleeping but they were still very cute. Finally, we reached the beach and it was such a pretty beach. We all went and played in the sea and took A 
LOT of pictures, some of us played in the sand and others sun bathed. After that we made a stop for ice cream and walked back to the coach. Over all this trip was 
amazing and I am so glad I decided to go!’
Georgia Dufty 8B

‘Going to Spain has been one of the best experiences of my life and something that I will always remember is when we went into the mountains. We went into the 
mountains in a cable car and going up was so thrilling because you got to see all the amazing views from so high above. The mountains where really cold because 
while we were in the mountains we were in a cloud as well! One of the funniest moments was when we went down to eat our lunch and goats chased us trying to 
steal it!’ Rhea Ratti 8E




