EASTER 2018 NEWSLETTER
Having enjoyed the dress rehearsals for our House Dance Competition I am very much looking forward to Thursday when our
students, yet again, will be demonstrating their skills. What pleases me most is that the performances have been created solely by the
students and that it is through their hard work and tenacity, supported by our House Leaders, that we can all enjoy such a wonderful
community event which is a highlight of our school year.
As my end of term assembly will demonstrate we cannot lose sight at this point of the exam season which is fast approaching. Rightly
Easter should be a time of rest and relaxation, but for all of our students they need to keep an eye on the goal ahead and ensure that
they do all that they can to make themselves ready. Whilst revision sessions led by staff can be of value, it is the commitment of
the individual to learning their work and practising questions that will have the greatest impact. Effectively we can’t do it for our
students…it is in their hands.
That being said, I do wish all members of our school community a restful Easter holiday. We have a staff training day on 16th April,
so all students will be back in school for a normal day on 17th.
Best wishes

Staff News

We welcome Mr Williams who is now our permanent ICT
Technician. We continue to be grateful for the support
provided through the Mercian Trust from staff at Aldridge
School.
Mrs Turner has had a baby boy, his name is Xander.

SPRING CONCERT
WEDNESDAY 2nd MAY 2018
WALSALL TOWN HALL
7:30 PM
The music department is once again
combining forces with QMGS to
showcase our best musicians in a
late spring concert. The programme
involves a joint orchestra, joint choir,
jazz band, training band, string group
and other solo and class acts. It
promises to be another great evening
of music-making. Please come and
support if you can.
Thank you. Mr Vause

CHINESE NEW YEAR
On the evening of 16th February, after only four weeks of
preparation, our Y7 students from the Mandarin Excellence
Programme, performed and enjoyed themselves at the Chinese
New Year Gala Performance at QMGS. This was a joint project
between QMGS and QMHS for MEP students and their parents
were invited.
Our MEP girls started the evening with their exciting traditional
Chinese red ribbon dance. Later on, they put on their traditional
Chinese dresses ‘Qi Pao’ and costumes, walked gracefully
down the ‘T-stage’. Rachel Chen 7A attracted all the audience’s
attention with her elegant gestures in the Tea Ceremony show,
with Chinese traditional music instrument ‘Zheng’ playing at
the background. Parents of Y7 MEP class together with their
daughters enjoyed a short break served with Chinese snacks,
tea, and ice-cream! Did you know that ice cream was first eaten
in China in 618 AD? The second half of the show started off
with our students singing their signature song ‘Beijing Welcome
you’, followed by a sensational Lion Dance.

LRC Events
Katy Birchall Author Visit

On 21st March bestselling author Katy Birchall joined us as part
of her UK tour. Katy talked to students about her brand new
book Secrets of a Teenage Heiress and answered questions about
her career. Students loved her hilarious talk and were taught
how to create their own ideas for stories. After the talk Katy met
with students to chat and sign books. Our 6th form volunteers
were also treated to lunch and a private chat with the author and
publicist prior to the event.

LRC Events
Harry Potter Night

On February 13th we held our first MAT event to celebrate
Harry Potter Book Night. Year 7 and 8 pupils from QMHS,
QMGS, Shire Oak and Aldridge joined us as the Richardson
Hall was transformed into Hogwarts’ Great Hall. Students
were sorted into Hogwarts houses and competed in challenges
throughout the evening to earn house points. Activities included
a Diagon Alley treasure hunt, potion making, ‘moving pictures’
and muggle quidditch. With Potter snacks, photo props and
trivia quizzes at hand, the event was a great success for any
Harry Potter fan!

World Book Day

To celebrate World Book Day, the library hosted a week of book themed events. We held our annual book vs film quiz and year 7
were invited to dress as a famous book character. ‘For the love of Books’ offered pupils the chance to create Potter potions, try their
hand at mini archery in our Hunger Games challenge and to solve the Mortal Instruments mystery. Prizes were awarded to Isabel
Broderick and Freya Smith as quiz winners and Vitina Frank for best costume.

MFL Trip to Montellier, France
At the beginning of February, 15 intrepid students of French
at GCSE and A-level flew out with Mrs Beer and Mrs Burton
to the southern French town of Montpellier, where they stayed
with host families, had French lessons every morning and were
able to explore the culture in the afternoon. They all had a very
rewarding time, despite the inclement weather.
Aine and Eve (Year 10): Overall our experience was really
good and we massively enjoyed ourselves. The highlight for us
was having such a lovely host who made the best meals which
everyone else in the group was very jealous of. I also think
our French improved hugely as we practised our speaking and
listening skills every night with Colette and during our morning
lessons. It also helped as Colette didn’t speak any English to us
which made us think harder about how we translated what we
were trying to say.
Sophie Sholl (Year 11): I enjoyed my stay in France. Mme
Adrover was very kind to us and though I can’t say I always
understood her, she certainly did everything she could to help us
learn while we were there. We also had delicious cooked meals
every night and it was nice to experience the culture this way.
Une expérience vraiment incroyable que je n’oublierai jamais.

Translation Bee - Second Round

The second round of the Translation Bee took place at lunchtime
on 26th March. 15 nervous year 9 students met for the competition
and munched on crisps and cake whilst listening to the other
candidates translate as many sentences into French, Spanish
or German as possible. The difference between the first and the
second round was the tense. Instead of translating phrases in the
present tense, they translated phrases that were in the future tense.
Some students had very high scores - Nina Brook-Lloyd got the
highest score of 22 sentences! Congratulations go to Simrat Mann,
Nina Brook-Lloyd, Rebecca Cox, Chriswina Lobo, Lia Iannrilli
and Sarah Al-Jameel who go through to the Regional Final which
will take place in the summer term

ART

The Year 10 GCSE Art and Design
students have prepared a creative
portfolio for their annual exhibition
“Childhood Memories and
Fairytales”. The students have studied a
wide range of materials and
processes including drawing, painting,
photoshop image manipulation
and artist analysis to create outstanding
pieces of work.

LESSONS FROM AUSCHWITZ

(Images: Katie and Celeste at Kraków airport, the train tracks of Auschwitz II Birkenau with our memorial
candles, Katie in front of the infamous Auschwitz II Birkenau gate, a memorial picture wall of victims of
Auschwitz, a watchtower at Auschwitz I, and the town of Oświęcim)

Katharine Russon and Celeste Lewis, Year 12
Lessons from Auschwitz is a program run by the Holocaust Educational Trust (HET) that aims to educate young people about the
Holocaust, with the intention of preventing future atrocities. It involves educational seminars, a trip to Poland and a longer-term
project designed to educate others based on what we learned. We were lucky enough to be selected by our History teachers to
participate in this incredible experience in the Spring Term.
Our LfA journey began with an introductory seminar, in which we heard from a survivor, Susan Pollack, whose testimony gave us
a perspective into the terrible events that occured to real people only 70 years ago. We also looked at pre-war Jewish life, to try and
help us understand the changes that the Holocaust forced it to undergo: this provided us with the context needed to understand the
sites we were going to visit in Poland, and a truly human interpretation of the cost of the Holocaust.
Following this we travelled to Kraków in Poland on the 13th February. First, we visited a town called Oświęcim (which was
translated into German by the Nazis as ‘Auschwitz’) and we gathered in what seemed like a normal grassy bank with a few trees,
until we were told by our accompanying Rabbi what once stood there: the town’s Great Synagogue, destroyed after the 1939
Nazi invasion. The area felt completely mundane and life around it just seemed to go on; many people who walk past there have
only a vague idea that there was once a grandiose temple. We both felt that visiting this town was just as insightful as visiting the
concentration camps, as it showed quite how far the Nazis got in removing Jews from the whole of society. And after visiting the
camps and thinking back to this town, we could truly see the effect of the Holocaust to ‘everyday’ life, changing what was once a
place where half of the population was Jewish, to a place where there are now no Jewish citizens at all.

LESSONS FROM AUSCHWITZ
We then travelled to KL Auschwitz I, when we were greeted by the infamous gateway reading ‘ARBEIT MACHT FREI’ (“work
sets you free’), which, as observed by many - including Mrs Pollack - was completely contradictory to what the prisoners
experienced. Our educator (accompanying member of staff from the HET) told us that the ‘B’ on the sign was actually put on
upside down by the workers who were forced to make it, in an effort to warn those entering the camp that everything was not as it
seemed. It was quickly apparent why this message had to be given, as when entering the camp there were red brick buildings that
you could mistake for being regular back-to-back houses on an estate, had it not been for the once-electrified, barbed wire fences
closing them in. This surprised us as we were expecting it to look more sinister and for it to physically appear just as horrible as
what happened there. Auschwitz I was a initially a labour camp, rather than a purpose-built extermination camp like Birkenau,
but this didn’t mean conditions were any better: prisoners were frequently worked to death and there was a gas chamber at the
camp, built later on during the war.
We were guided around the now-defunct gas chamber, and it was harrowing: though our guide had previously informed us of
what to expect (as silence is observed inside the building), to see the walls damaged by the victims’ attempts to escape and the
remnants of the façade of a shower block made us realise nothing could have truly prepared us for the nauseating realisation of
just what took place within those walls.
Another moment of total shock was when we viewed, 500m from the gas chamber, the house of the camp commandant where he
lived with his wife and children. To know that children were brought up so close to this atrocity - and that they would have been
taught it was acceptable - both distressed and angered us.
At this camp several of the blocks now served as museums, one of which contained just some of the victims’ belongings that
they had brought to the camp. There were mountains of shoes, suitcases and every possible treasured possession imaginable. The
prisoners were made so that they owned nothing and were dehumanised in every possible way. Something we found particularly
emothional was the children’s clothes and shoes, it adds to the harshness of this genocide. Also, it was difficult to look at the
luggage and see the names of the people who thought they were just being relocated, but not that they would suffer as much as
they did.
We left this camp knowing that we had to ensure that the victims were, in defiance, humanised and that they shouldn’t just be
grouped under the statistic of 6 million of Jews that were killed: every single prisoner was an individual, including those of the
other groups that were discriminated against (including, but not limited to, homosexuals, Roma, political ‘defectors’ and people
with disabilities).
We then went to KL Auschwitz II-Birkenau, which was built as a death camp, and is known by most by the train tracks leading in.
The immediate difference to Auschwitz I was the sheer size of it; the whole camp was impossible to see from ground level. This
size also made it feel colder. It had been cold all day, at times (especially in the evening) reaching -8°C, but our guide informed
us that during summer, in stark contrast, Poland can frequently record temperatures of 40°C. We couldn’t begin to imagine the
suffering the prisoners went through in their thin ‘uniforms’ in the extreme temperatures. When at the camp we looked in a few
prisoners’ barracks, where we saw the sleeping areas sized for two dozen where hundreds of people would be crammed.
We also saw the notorious train tracks leading to the camp where prisoners were harshly herded out of cattle carts and sent
either to work or to death, all decided by a single officer - a human, like every prisoner whose fate he decided. Seeing where this
occurred only 70 years ago felt surreal. We are still struggling to comprehend just how far the human conscience can be distorted
and the choices people can make based on situation and experiences in life.
At nightfall we had a memorial service at the very end of the train tracks within the camp, where there were readings and the
Rabbi spoke and sang. His words touched all of us: a particularly poignant story he told was of a survivor who, in the 1940s, had
arrived at the camp with her little brother, and had told him off for losing his shoe. She never spoke to him again as he was killed
immediately after arrival. This has made us remember to appreciate those in our lives and value every interaction we have with
loved ones.
On the whole, the project was an incredibly emotional and humbling experience, but it has taught us so much. It is key to learn
that discrimination has to be stopped because when left unchecked it can mutate into such a terrible event. Therefore, we are
going to be spreading awareness of what the Holocaust was and share our experience so that the suffering of so many people
is not forgotten. In school we are focusing our next steps on the role of bystanders and perpetrators and ensuring that everyone
involved in the Holocaust is seen as a human individual. We have created a display in the Humanities block allowing us to
communicate what we saw and how it affected us, as well as raising moral questions about whether bystanders can be blamed for
not intervening. We are also going to be delivering a presentation to Key Stage 4 and 5 with the aim of applying the messages we
want to teach to a contemporary setting. We are both immensely grateful that we were given this opportunity as we both believe
it has put our lives and so many others into perspective.

LESSONS FROM AUSCHWITZ

The role of Bystanders
Many argue that bystanders allowed the Holocaust to occur, but we have to bear in mind that if they didn’t do as the Nazi’s said
they would be risking their and their families lives. We must recognise the role of the bystander however, as it is important to stop
discrimination in its tracks that there are people to fight against hate. As well as this we must look at who the perpetrators actually
were, many argue that the “perpetrators” were those who played any part in the complex mechanism of genocide. So it can be
debated whether the bystander fits into this or not. When thinking about these moral issues we must always make sure that we
remember that the perpetrators were human beings. This must be remembered so that we can learn that humans are capable of hate
and that is why we must stop discrimination in its tracks.

