
 

FAIRTRADE NEWS - TERM 1  

 
With not a single soggy bottom in sight, Queen Mary’s Fairtrade Bake Off 

was well underway. Raising money for Macmillan through a coffee morning, 

students across all year groups put their aprons on and baked goods worthy 

of making them star bakers, much to the joy of the teachers who enjoyed 

the sweet array of cakes and biscuits baked for them in the staffroom.  From 

lemon drizzle, to triple chocolate, the choice of cakes was endless with 

several people coming back for seconds (and even thirds). Of course, while 

it is fun to eat these sugary treats, it’s also important to remember why they 

were made. Using Fairtrade ingredients students made their cakes and 

members of the Fairtrade committee then sold them to raise money for the charity Macmillan which 

specialises in supporting people affected by cancer. The work they do is invaluable and has helped countless 

friends and families through what can be a very arduous time in their lives. The Fairtrade ingredients is also 

significant because, by choosing products with the Fairtrade stamp, it means that the producers of these 

products around the world, particularly in the developing world are being paid fairly and can then support 

and provide for their families.  On behalf of the Fairtrade committee, we would like to thank all the students 

who gave up their lunchtime to help sell cakes as well as all of you who brought cakes. 

It was thanks to these efforts that through the Fairtrade bake off QMHS raised a fantastic 

£270!  

It wouldn’t be the Bake Off if there wasn’t a winner crowned at the end. After much 

deliberation and cake testing, the judges were finally able to make a decision. The winner 

of the QM Fairtrade Bake Off 2017 was Maya Ehsan of 7B. 

At a time of indulgence, the Fairtrade Foundation would like to remind you of seven tips for a sustainable 

Christmas. 

1) Find out the origin of what you’re buying – if you love jewellery, why not check out Fairtrade gold 

and silver? 

2) Choose Fairtrade to empower communities – if you can’t volunteer for those less fortunate over 

Christmas, simply buying Fairtrade will help bring about a huge change! 

3) Make your own presents – not only can this save waste but it is thoughtful and well received! 

4) Plan left over snacks - On the whole, we waste over 30% of our weekly shop, so tuck in to some 

turkey sandwiches! 

5) Choose ethical store-bought gifts – 'Oxfam offers a fantastic range of Fairtrade goodies and ethical 

gifts (including Divine Chocolate) and a wonderful selection of Christmas cards, decorations and 

wrapping paper - everything you need for the festive season. 

6) Wrap consciously -'The equivalent of 11,624 football pitches of wrapping paper ends up in our waste 

bins after Christmas, together with around 125,000 tonnes of plastic packaging. Try buying recyclable 

wrapping paper! 

7) Reduce the amount of waste – think about the presents you are buying, though the Christmas sale 

is tempting, will you end up never using them again? 

 

We would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year! 

The QMHS Fairtrade Team 

 


