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Crochet Club Poppy Appeal

As part of the crochet club in Design Technology we made these 
poppies for the Poppy Appeal. 

A total of £44 was raised and donated to the poppy appeal.

As I write students are rehearsing for our annual Christmas 
Celebration in Walsall Town Hall. This occasion is such a 
significant one in the life of our school on two counts. Firstly, 
it enables the vast majority of our school to gather together 
under one roof in order to enjoy music and to sing together and 
secondly, it affords us the opportunity to celebrate the success 
of our collaborative work with Queen Mary’s Grammar School 
through the music of a joint orchestra and choir.

It seems as if I have been referring for a long time to the 
establishment of The Mercian Trust, a Multi-Academy Trust 
which we are founder members of, together with Queen Mary’s 
Grammar School, Aldridge School, Shire Oak Academy and 
Walsall Studio School. At last it appears that the legalities have 
been sorted out, documents signed and the finishing touches 
made so that we can start officially on 1st January 2018. Already 
we have been working together closely on a range of activities 
including staff training, sixth form curricular provision and 
extra-curricular provision. The new year is set to be an exciting 
one as we expand our work further.

Staff News
The end of this year sees the retirement of Mr Whitehead who 
has been the Site Manager here at Queen Mary’s High School 
for nearly 24 years. I know we will all miss him very much, 
particularly we are concerned that Santa may be missing from 
our Christmas Fayres! Mr Betts has been appointed to take over 
from Mr Whitehead and he has been in school for the last couple 
of weeks in order to ensure a smooth transition. We wish both 
Mr Whitehead and his wife happy and restful retirements.

Go4Schools
Parents will be aware that we have changed our online reporting 
system to one provided by Go4Schools. The whole log-in 
process is now so much easier and is similar to those we are 
more used to when making online purchases. Parents set up 
their own passwords and the school does not have access to 
these details.
The previous system ‘Parent Gateway’ is no longer used for 
reporting and new reports will be uploaded at the end of each 
term to Go4Schools. We are able to monitor whether reports 
have been accessed so it will be easier for us to keep track of 
who is making use of this new facility. Please note that Year 12 
reports have not yet been completed as we currently await the 
data needed for the target setting process.



ART DEPARTMENT
Artist Workshop with Tania Holland 
Mixed Media Artist
The Art students enjoyed a skill based workshop with Tania 
Holland over the October Half Term Holiday. Tania Holland 
is a professional Fine Artist located in Shropshire and visited 
the school to create a wall mural capturing the “Spirit of Queen 
Marys” designed by the students themselves. The students 
created designs incorporating iconic imagery they found 
to be inspiring along with iconic imagery of the school and 
motif. Embedded within the artwork are keywords that are a 
representation of the elements the students feel capture the 
“spirit” of Queen Marys. The mural was created with a variety 
of recycled materials using text and imagery though collaged 
methods. The students were taught how to create original 
imagery through paper collage and embellishment techniques. 

Katharine Russon: Year 12:
Katharine Russon created a professional commission for 
the promotional design of Scrooge the musical whilst she 
was completing her GCSE Art and Design course (Year 
11). The performance took place at the Lichfield Garrick 
Theatre November 2017 and Katharines design featured on 
the programmes and merchandise available for purchase on 
the evening. Another great ambassador for Queen Marys Art 
Department. 



ART DEPARTMENT



Computer Science
All of key stage 3 and the year 10 GCSE Computer Science 
group took part in the Bebras computational thinking challenge 
this term during their Computer Science lessons.  The girls 
had 40 minutes to complete as many of the online challenges 
as possible which involved a range of logic and computational 
thinking questions.  As a school, Queen Mary’s High School 
performed very well compared to other schools nationally and 
regionally, with an average score higher than those other areas.  
Several students performed exceptionally well, putting them 
amongst the best in the country, with over 40,000 pupils taking 
part in each age group. 

Notable performances:

Year 7 - Junior category
1st - Lucy Hill - Best in school and within the top 1% in the 
country
2nd - Gabriella Naher - Top 1%
3rd - Latifah Mohd Azmi
4th - Naomi Whittall
5th - Stella Crutchley

Year 8 - Intermediate category
1st - Hanifah Asghar
2nd - Rhianna D’Silva
3rd - Marni Hairan
4th - Rhia Boughan
5th - Holly Coldicott

Year 9 - Intermediate category
1st - Emily Broomhall - Best in school and within the top 1% in 
the country
2nd - Phoebe-Lou Smith
3rd - Poppy Kimitris
4th - Katie Powell
=5th - Jessica Fonka
=5th - Evie Kirkham

Year 10 - Senior category
1st - Emily Pinkney
2nd - Holly Bailey
3rd - Anya Nila

Well done to all students that took part.

In October 2017, all year 8 students were entered for an online 
vocabulary learning competition. The students worked extremely 
hard over the course of 7 days to try and beat other students from 
all over the globe at learning vocabulary in a foreign language. 
QMHS reached 14th place in the Genius Cup and 7th place in 
the Piccolo Cup for smaller schools. Here are two reviews from 
students about their experiences during the competition.

Natalia Tura (8R/8E)
When I was told about the competition, I wasn’t as excited 
and confident, therefore I thought I wouldn’t win. However 
the atmosphere in the class was tense and all you could hear 
was the tapping of keys, so I knew I had to push myself to try 
and get to the top. Vocab express widened my knowledge of 
different languages and has helped me improve my listening 
and writing. It also helped me to be more confident in myself 
when participating in new things that I have never experienced 
before. In the process of the competition, it was hard to reach 
the top, since every day was a different person in the lead, and 
each person would have been active until they were at the top 
of the leaderboard, however I managed to get there before I was 
overtaken. The last day of the competition was the hardest, since 
everyone was a strong contestant, but fortunately in the end I 
reached the top of the leaderboard. 

Simran Singh (8R/8A)
Vocab Express was a national competition, which our school 
took part in.
29.09.17-04.10.17. It was a very fun competition to take part in 
because it widened my knowledge of vocabulary from different 
languages (German and French- the ones I study). Being very 
competitive, I was determined to try and win but overall in 
the school. The whole competition was quite amusing because 
the overall school champion was constantly changing between 
Natalia and I. One day Natalia would be at the top then one hour 
after, I would be the overall school champion. When it was the 
weekend and the competition was running, I was up each day at 
8:30 and was on my laptop straight away enjoying myself doing 
this challenge.

Vocab Express Comp

QMHSA
The QMHSA Christmas Bonanza was held on 2nd December 
and was a huge success. 

We had carols courtesy of Mrs Watson and some of the students, 
a visit from Santa and lots of games and lovely food. It was a 
great start to the festive season. 

Thank you to all the parents and students who supported the 
event. We raised in excess of £2700 including a fantastic fund 
matching donation from Barclays Bank. 

This year we are raising money to purchase some new space 
saving dining furniture for the canteen, which will benefit all 
of our students.



This year the year 9 students have been entered for a translation bee in their first foreign language. They spent a long time learning 
vocabulary and practising how to translate short sentences from English into the foreign language. Then, at the end of this term, they 
did a class competition, where each student had one minute in which to translate as many sentences as possible. The top 4 students 
in each class have made it through to the next round, where there will be a school competition before the Easter holidays. Some 
students were able to translate over 20 sentences in one minute! Here are the experiences of 3 of the winners of the first round.

Studying for the German translation bee was quite stressful, and the feeling just got worse on the day. I was extremely nervous, but 
the practice we had done in class did help me feel less worried. As my last name starts with a B I was fourth to go and the scores of 
the first three people were daunting, but I was confident I knew my stuff and evidently I did.  Throughout the rest of the time I was 
on the edge my seat just waiting for at least three people to get a higher score than me. But at the end of the lesson I was still 2nd, 
I was very excited but am still nervous for the next stage, I’m glad we did the competition as it has helped me revise the present 
tense and go over old vocabulary.
Nina Brook-Lloyd (9G)

I did the translation bee in German, and I felt really nervous but excited about it, taking part in this competition was exhilarating 
even though it was only 1 minute long and at times it was amusing to watch my classmates panic about a competition that’s just 
1 minute of translation. Winning the class competition stage was kind of shocking as I didn’t think my score was that good, but 
me being in the second stage states otherwise. Knowing this is going to motivate me to do better in the next stage. I think this 
competition is very useful for your language skills as it makes you think fast and helps you learn important phrases quicker as it’s 
a matter of repetition and quantity.
Senaya Seneviratne 9G

Friday 8th December I did the French translation bee. I was in the first 8 to do it in my class so I was really nervous and my stomach 
was doing an Olympic gymnastics routine while I sat waiting for my turn. I sat there behind my computer screen listening to Little 
Lion Man by Mumford and Sons while doing some activities on Languages online.

As my name was called to go and do my turn I walked down the classroom to the front where Mrs Boynton was sat with her screen 
of sentences. I sat down and immediately felt the dread of not spending every second of my life prior to this day not practising. But 
as I got started and settled into the swing of the translation bee, my sentences became quicker and more fluent. As my minute drew 
to a close I felt the adrenalin rush through my head and as I walked back to my seat I felt my entire body shake as though I had just 
stepped off of a rollercoaster.  But it was over and a sigh of relief flew out of my mouth as I sat back down.    
Rebecca Cox 9F

Translation Bee Review

On Monday 18th December we held our annual Carol Concert at Walsall Townhall. Once again, the music department from 
both QMHS & QMGS came together to make up a massed choir of over 100 pupils and joint orchestra of a similar number. 
Year 7 pupil Tyla Cockayne opened the concert in traditional style by singing the first verse of Once in Royal David’s City 
alongside Harry Sharma from QMGS, a very brave thing to do being in front of the whole school. Another brave soloist was 
Sophia Valmalette-
Wright who presented 
a lovely rendition of 
the song Walking In 
The Air. Mr Vause & 
Mrs Watson would like 
to say a huge thank 
you, to everybody who 
took part...singers, 
instrumentalists, 
readers, staff and 
pupils, for once again 
making it a really 
memorable occasion. 
Video highlights will 
be on the music website 
qmmusic.info very 
soon. 

Carol Celebration



 MFL Y7 Singing competition: ‘Christmas special’     

On the 4th December our 5 groups of Y7 pupils took part in our annual MFL Singing Competition. Two groups performed in 
Spanish, one in French, another one in German and for the first time, one group sang in Mandarin. It was a really fantastic assembly 
and although very nervous, all pupils gave a great performance. Y8 voted for their favourite song: the German group (7G) won the 
competition! They sang the German version of ‘Rudolf the red nosed reindeer’ with panache and confidence! Well done to all that 
performed on that special morning, you were brilliant.

We asked pupils to write a short account on their experience:
The singing competition, for me, was an unforgettable experience! Singing a Christmas song in another language is something I 
have never done before and singing ‘All I want for Christmas’ in Spanish in front of the Year 8s made me feel accomplished. On the 
build up to the day, Mrs Lovell helped us by teaching us the words and also taught us what the lyrics translated to. When it came 
to the day, I felt nervous, like the rest of the group. Nervous because I thought that I might forget the words. But in the end, it all 
turned out fine and it was a lot of fun!
 -Isabella Mae Fuentebella 7S
When we first were told about the singing competition I was quite excited about singing with my class in front of year 8. We learnt 
the words to all I want for Christmas is you in Spanish. However, as time went on I got more nervous. The thing that was most 
consoling was when Señora Lovell told us that no matter what the result was she would still be proud of us if we tried our best. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t win but Señora Lovell was proud of us and gave us all commendations! Overall I think that this was an 
amazing experience and I have thoroughly enjoyed it!  
-Shreya Alexander 7S
As most of you will know, a singing competition was held between all year 7 Language Groups, we had to sing in a different 
language: French, German, Spanish and Mandarin. 
After practising for a few weeks, I think that it is safe to say that we were all quite confident. But, this didn’t mean that we weren’t 
all really nervous! We were being judged by the whole of year 8, not to mention a range of sixth formers and teachers!
I myself was in the German group and we won! We performed ‘Rudolf the little reindeer ‘in German of course! I and everyone else 
in the German group were very pleased to find out that all our work had paid off. We also hope to get the chance to sing it again at 
some point.
Despite how nervous we all were, we all enjoyed it and came away with the experience of singing in front of a crowd in a different 
language.
Overall it was great fun and we all got to hear the other songs too.
-Freya Sholl 7G
For the Christmas Singing Competition, we sang Noёl Blanc by Vox Angeli. In the song we included groups of girls who separately 
sang segments of the song and we also had swaying throughout parts of the song. In the morning, before the competition, we all sat 
in Richardson Hall very nervous but also excited. Many of us, had Christmassy accessories i.e tinsel, reindeer headbands and even 
face paint! We sang Noёl Blanc second and we were all pretty anxious about singing it in front of the teachers, year 8 and the rest of 
year 7. Our performance went smoothly as we had hoped. I believe that this was a very important and beneficial to year 7 as we all 
got a feel of what French music sounded like and it also helped with our pronunciation in French. 
-Chloe Grant -7A
When I arrived in the morning in my Santa Claus hat, in Richardson Hall, lots of people were dancing about. They were clearly just 
as excited as I was. One by one, we were called out to sing our song in front of some teachers and Y8 (who were going to be judging 
us). Personally, I thought everyone sang really well. It was super nerve-wracking when we got up to do our French song, Noël Blanc, 
as everybody was staring at us. When we got up on stage, we sang really well! 
When the winner was announced, I was praying it would be us as Mme Beer made us practise at the end of nearly every French 
lesson! All of us were very confident and knew the words all by heart, for which we and Mme Beer was proud of. However, we did 
not win.                
Although we didn’t win, I had a great time, preparing for this day, wearing our amazing Santa Claus hats, singing in front of lots of 
people. All in all, I had an AMAZING time! It was a very valuable experience. 
-Reemamol Reji 7F
On the day of the competition our mandarin group was wearing red to show the colours of the Chinese flag. We sang the song 
‘Welcome to Beijing’ with props such as banners, envelopes and lanterns. This was showing all of the aspects of Chinese culture. 
The envelopes with money in are given to people on new year and the Chinese banners had meaningful messages on.
We were nervous to stand in front of our audience and peers to perform! But I think that our performance went successfully as we 
remembered all of our words. 
I really enjoyed learning the new song for the competition and I would like to do it again in the future!
-Nasrin Dahir 7A  

WISHING YOU ALL A MERRY CHRISTMAS, JOYEUX NOÊL, FELIZ NAVIDAD, FRÖHLICHE WEIHNACHTEN  
Mrs Lovell
MFL Leader






