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FOREWORD BY HEAD GIRL, DEPUTY HEAD GIRLS AND SENIOR BOY
"The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn the more places you'll go."
Queen Mary's has always been a very reputable school, with outstanding grades year in year out. Students in the Sixth
Form consistently achieve high grades. The qualifications you achieve during your time here will prepare you for higher
education and future employment. Despite all this, Queen Mary's offers not only the potential for academic success but a
warm and friendly atmosphere too, where everyone is made to feel welcome and is given the support they need
throughout their two years spent in the Sixth Form, both academically and emotionally.
The Sixth Form students are at the heart of the school in our Sixth Form Centre, which includes computer facilities,
desks and chairs, and a comfy sofa area for relaxation during break times. Once you begin your A Level studies, subjects
become much more specialised and detailed requiring lots of independent work with wider reading and revision, as well
as hard work in class and homework. Therefore, students are expected to use non contact periods effectively for revising,
reflection and reading around their chosen subjects. Although expectations are high, students here are willing to work to
achieve the highest standard they possibly can.
Students in the Sixth Form also have the opportunity to become prefects or ambassadors for their favourite subjects,
where they become representatives for their chosen field. There are also roles such as Events Prefects, ensuring that
students have a say in organising various events such as prom and the newly introduced winter ball. Prefects often set up
their own extracurricular activities, offering both academic and non-academic clubs such as Debating Club and the
Philosophy Society. These are popular amongst all years and help increase confidence in both the sixth formers and
lower years. The school also runs mentoring schemes in most subjects in which Sixth Form students work individually
with younger pupils to offer support and guidance. There is also the opportunity to take on the the role of the Head Girl,
Deputy Head Girls and for the first time this year Senior Boy. Students give speeches and are chosen for these roles from
a vote by teachers and students.
There are also many exciting opportunities to go on trips outside of the UK throughout the students' time at Queen
Mary's to fascinating places such as Iceland, the French and Belgian Battlefields and Sicily, as well as the annual ski trip
to either Europe or the United States. The Duke of Edinburgh scheme is also thriving in school, which takes a number of
students on expeditions and encourages them to take part in regular volunteering sessions. As well as out of school
opportunities there are many things to get involved with inside school too including orchestra, choir and school drama
shows in which Sixth Form students can direct the lower year groups in their productions, as well as taking to the stage
in sixth form pantomimes. For those more musical students, their talents can be showcased in the annual carol service,
prize giving and the school Cabaret in the summer term. We also have a Spirit of Queen Mary's Award scheme which is
available to all students, encouraging participation both in and out of school.
Queen Mary's has an excellent reputation for charity work with all students working together to raise money each year
through fundraising events and charity lunches. The money we raise goes a local charity which is chosen by the students
annually. Nominations are made by students for small local charities which are close to their hearts, often through family
association. Last year we supported the Oesophageal Patients’ Association Support Group who support anyone
diagnosed or recovering from Oesophageal cancer and their families.
The academic support from staff is invaluable and we are lucky to have a team of external professionals that can offer
careers advice meetings throughout the year, who are very useful in helping you to make informed decisions about your
future. The staff are very experienced with the UCAS application process and are always willing to advise you in
university choices through the Sixth Form enrichment programme and are happy to make time to talk options through
with you. Choosing Queen Mary's will be a worthwhile investment in your future, you are sure to make lifelong friends
and the memories you create here will stay with you forever.

Isabella Khan, Head Girl
Phoebe Hooper & Bronwyn Lewis, Deputy Head Girls
Ansh Gupta, Senior Boy
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Welcome to the Mercian Trust
The Mercian Trust is a new and exciting development for education in Walsall. It brings under one banner five
successful schools to work together as a Multi-Academy Trust or MAT. The five schools are unique in their
identity and united by their ambition to offer the best possible future for their pupils.
The five Schools are:






Aldridge School
Queen Mary’s Grammar School
Queen Mary’s High School
Shire Oak Academy
Walsall Studio School

Each School has its own distinct ethos and approach, but we have this over-arching aim in common: we prepare all
our pupils to enjoy life to the full by inspiring them to:




Realise their potential as learners
Thrive in the world of work
Make a positive contribution to the local, national and international community

The Mercian Trust respects the autonomy of its member schools but, through collaboration, fosters strengths that
are greater than the sum of its parts. Working together as a Multi Academy Trust provides a framework for sharing
expertise and enthusiasm, resources and ideas.
For the students in the Trust’s schools, we have a strong focus on pastoral care and family values. We recognise
that good relationships underpin successful education. We aim to ensure that excellent teaching and learning are
complemented by care and support which value and applaud each student’s gifts and abilities.
As you start making important choices for your future, we hope that The Mercian Trust will increase your range of
options and opportunities. Choosing the right School for the Sixth Form is important. We hope that the
information in this booklet will help you reach the best decision.
We look forward to welcoming you to our family of schools in Walsall.
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Admission Arrangments for Entry to the Sixth Form for September 2017
Admission to Year 12 (the Sixth Form)
1.

Overview

The school admits both girls and boys to the Sixth Form, and pupils will be considered for admission on the basis
of their academic attainment in GCSE or equivalent examinations and the availability and suitability of courses
offered by the school. The Published Admissions Number (PAN) for Year 12 is 160.
Applications should be made directly to the school, and not to the Local Authority. The application form is
available either from the school or from its website www.qmhs.org.uk.
Forms should be returned to: the Head of Sixth Form, Queen Mary’s High School, Upper Forster Street, Walsall.
WS4 2AE
Conditional offers are made in the spring and confirmed after the publication of GCSE results in August.
2.

Who may apply

The school will normally admit applicants from other schools to Year 12. However, the number of places offered
will be subject to maximum set sizes not being exceeded in individual subjects. Girls and boys are welcome to
apply provided they achieve the entry requirements.
Priority for admission to Year 12 will be given to pupils progressing into the Sixth form from Year 11 of the
school, although they will need to achieve the entry requirements.
3.

Entry requirements

Entry to Year 12 is dependent upon academic attainment in GCSE examinations* and the availability and
suitability of courses offered by the school. The entry requirements, which also apply to those already at the school,
are: a total point score of 54 points in their best 8 GCSE grades. These 8 must include English and Maths at grade
6 or above. Candidates will be expected to achieve at least grade 7 in the subjects they wish to study at A Level.
(It may be helpful to understand that the GCSE grades awarded in 2018 will numbers rather than the letters used
at the time of publication of this policy. The highest grade in those subjects will be a 9 and the lowest a 1).
* Equivalent examinations will be considered, but only when such equivalence can be independently verified (by,
for example, the Department for Education).
4.

Waiting lists

Applicants for admission to Year 12 who meet the academic requirements for admission but who, in accordance
with the admissions criteria, cannot be offered places, will be placed on a waiting list. If the number of pupils
studying particular subjects falls below the maximum capacity in the available sets, then those on the waiting list
wanting to study those particular subjects will be offered places in order of merit derived from their average GCSE
point scores. Where there is a tie for a place, Looked After Children and previously looked after children will be
given preference.
5.

Appeals

An appeal against refusal to admit to Year 12 will be heard within 30 school days of the receipt of the appeal.
Withdrawal of an offer
An offer of a place (to any Year) may be withdrawn if it is subsequently discovered that fraudulent or intentionally
misleading information has been supplied resulting in another candidate being denied a place at the school.
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JOINING THE SIXTH FORM
Queen Mary's High School has a strong sixth form tradition and currently there are approximately two hundred
students in Years 12 and 13. The vast majority of our Year 11 pupils choose Queen Mary's High School for their
education post-16 and we also welcome many students from other institutions.
There is an information evening on Wednesday 16th November, 2016. Year 11 and prospective students from other
schools are invited to come to this evening with or without their parents. Application forms can be filled in at any
time during the year prior to entry, although in order for each students’ subject options to be taken into consideration
in drawing up the Option Blocks we ask that these are returned by Friday 27 th January 2017.
WHY QUEEN MARY'S HIGH SCHOOL?
For most of our sixth-formers the High School offers a stable and familiar environment where they continue to
develop academically and socially with the support of friends and teachers they have known for several years.
Students joining us for Year 12 are made to feel welcome and quickly integrate with other members of the sixth form.
The sixth form in this school is quite large and is therefore able to offer a wide range of subjects for A level studies.
We have an excellent record of passes at A level and results for the last academic year can be found on the insert
inside the prospectus. This level of achievement is the result of a combination of teacher expertise and student
commitment. All sixth form teaching is by specialist subject staff, all of whom are graduates with appropriate
qualifications and experience in their field. Most of our sixth-formers move on to higher education at universities,
with a large majority entering their first or insurance choice. However, the school is not complacent about its
academic record and strives to ensure that every student achieves the grades of which she/he is capable in every
subject.
Sixth-formers are a very important element within our community, playing an important part in running the school
through sixth form council, charge duty and the prefect team. Opportunities are given for them to develop the
transferable skills that will facilitate their move into employment, apprenticeship or university. In addition to
academic work, there are opportunities to take part in a wide variety of extra-curricular and enrichment activities
ranging from sporting and music events to trips abroad. Students are also encouraged to take the initiative and
organise events for themselves.
CHOOSING A COURSE OF STUDY
In Year 12 students complete courses which represent the first half of an Advanced Level course and then move on to
full A-level in year 13. Students normally choose the three subjects that they wish to study to A-level and complement
these by choosing from the wide range of choices offered through the sixth form challenge. Students who wish to
choose four academic subjects may do so if they meet the selection criteria. For 4 diverse subjects, students should
achieve the equivalent of 5A* grades as part of their qualifying GCSEs. Students who choose Mathematics may also
choose Further Mathematics if they can provide evidence of strong mathematical skills at GCSE.
It is important for students to choose subjects they enjoy and ones which they show an aptitude for as they are more
likely to do well in them. Students should fully research entry requirements and any special demands of Higher
Education courses to ensure that they do not impose restrictions on their future career choices. The Russell Group of
universities has published a useful guide to subject choice that can be down-loaded from:www.russellgroup.ac.uk/media/5321/informedchoices-print.pdf
Under current specifications, all A-level examinations are held in May/June. Most subjects will examine the full two
years work at the end of the course, so it is important that students review these topics regularly throughout the two
years and particularly when preparing for the examinations in May/June of Year 13.
Students applying to university should generally expect to gain the equivalent of three A level passes plus one
additional qualification. The EPQ is valued by universities as it develops the skills of independent research that are
needed to be successful at degree level. The more popular the course, the higher the entry grades asked of students.
Each year students gain entry to Oxbridge and every encouragement is given to those who wish to pursue this route.
A-level courses are more demanding than GCSE courses and students should take the opportunity to discuss the
differences with subject teachers and present sixth-form students. Subject staff, form teachers and careers staff should
be able to help students so that they make an informed choice when the time comes to work out a sensible
combination.
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At present students may choose freely from the wide range of subjects offered and the school makes every effort to
accommodate all combinations. Occasionally there are unavoidable limitations caused by timetable constraints or
subjects not running due to non-viable numbers. Initial choices should be submitted by 27th January 2017, which
leaves plenty of time for individual cases to be negotiated and other combinations suggested.
WIDER SIXTH FORM LIFE
In addition to following their academic curriculum, each sixth-former is encouraged to accept responsibility by
assisting with routine duties which help in the day-to-day running of the school. Sixth-formers contribute to running
the four Houses, Sixth Form Council, and elect the Head and Deputy Head Girls. All students are encouraged to
participate and lead activities in order to develop important key skills such as communication, teamwork and problem
solving.
Sixth-Formers have the opportunity to sing in the Choir and to perform in the Orchestra and in various instrument
ensembles. Sport has a high profile and sixth-form students help to organise and run House and School teams and
Sports Day. Raising money for charity is an important aspect of school life and sixth-formers are always actively
involved in organising fund-raising events with younger students. There are opportunities to use initiative in other
areas, too, such as assisting with drama productions, debating groups and running the school magazine and Fairtrade
group.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
The importance of physical fitness for today's lifestyle is well known. Opportunities for participation in physical
activities occur in two separate areas of school life. Firstly, extra-curricular activities are held at lunch times and after
school hours, and will include some of the following:
Netball training;
Football training;
House Dance training;
Benchball and Dodgeball;
Badminton;
Cricket;
Rounders;
Athletics;
Cross Country Running;
Students may also use the multi-gym following completion of an induction course by PE staff.
Secondly, many keen sports people assist the department in lessons with junior students and at extra-curricular clubs.
Many students take their sports leadership further through applying to become a Sports Ambassador, Sports Prefect
and through participating in the Sports Leaders UK qualification.
LIFE IN THE SIXTH FORM
In the Sixth Form students have more responsibility and more freedom than they have had before. As Queen Mary's
High School is an 11-18 establishment we do expect the sixth-formers to act as role-models for the younger students
and therefore to dress and behave accordingly.
Students in the sixth form are expected to adhere to the Dress Code which requires ‘business style’ clothing. Sixthform students are allowed to leave the premises at lunch-time. Later on in Year 12, students may be allowed a free
period 5, depending on their timetable and in consultation with their form tutor. The exact timing of the introduction
of this privilege is negotiated between the students and their form tutors on an individual basis. It is usually after
Christmas in Year 12.
Students are formally registered twice a day in the morning at 8.50 am during form time and at 1.35 pm during Period
4. Attendance, absence and punctuality are reported to parents through the school reporting system. Sixth-form
students are able to certify their own absences, but parents are notified if attendance drops below 95% and
appropriate discussions take place in line with our policy on Attendance and Punctuality in the Sixth Form.
The sixth-formers attend Sixth Form Assembly every week and there are form periods which provide important
opportunities for disseminating information and discussing relevant issues. Sixth-formers also attend, and may be
called upon to run, the House Assemblies.
There are currently eight form groups in the sixth form, with members from both Year 12 and Year 13 present in each
form. This gives the opportunity for students to integrate across the sixth form and take advantage of opportunities to
gain help from older students and also to develop their personal profiles through mentoring of others. Form tutors
give individual help with developing study skills, planning courses and coping with personal problems should they
arise. They also regularly review progress and achievement, both formally and informally as well as supporting
students in writing their personal statements for university applications.
Mrs York, the Sixth Form Pastoral Support Co-ordinator is also available to offer support for all students.
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APPROACH TO STUDIES
A-level studies allow for private study time to be allocated on individual timetables. In this more flexible working
day, the students have to learn to plan their time carefully so that they meet deadlines for written assignments and
coursework, attend lessons regularly and punctually and involve themselves in extra-curricular activities. To succeed
the students need to become independent, self-motivated, self-disciplined and confident and our experienced staff
make every effort to provide them with the necessary supervision and support.
Students are advised to use their private study time in school so that they do not get behind or overwhelmed with
work in the evenings or at weekends. About 15 to 20 hours per week is the right amount of time to spend in private
study, whether at home or at school.
All work should be of the highest standard, carefully thought out, well-presented and complete and students may be
asked to repeat assignments that do not meet the required standard. Assignments must also be handed in on time and
it is a benchmark of maturity that students who find difficulty in meeting deadlines can face up to the problem and
discuss it with their subject teacher or form tutor.
Attendance and punctuality to lessons, completion of assignments and general progress are monitored frequently and
discussed with the students by subject staff and form teachers.
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
Throughout their time in the sixth form, Queen Mary's High School students are encouraged to look forward and to
set realistic goals. They are guided by their form tutors, the Head of the Sixth Form, and careers staff both in school
and from Independent Careers Advisors. All students in Years 12 and 13 have open access to the well-resourced
Careers Library.
In addition, all students are able to visit University Open Days, attend the Birmingham Higher Education Convention,
or participate in sessions run by Admissions Tutors from universities. Advice is offered on choosing a university and
course, as well as tips on completing the UCAS form, attending an interview and applying for finance.
EDUCATIONAL AND EXTRA-CURRICULAR VISITS
The teaching of most 'A' Level subjects is enhanced by educational visits, for example, theatre trips and university
lecture days. In addition, there are field courses for both Geography and Biology.
Aside from curriculum related visits, Queen Mary’s High School regularly runs a number of other trips including an
annual ski trip, visits to the Battlefields in Northern France and Belgium, Iceland and Sicily.
We have a rich and varied extra-curricular programme that gives an additional dimension to the sixth form experience
and provides life-changing and memorable experiences.
MONEY MATTERS
A Bursary Fund will be available for students who are eligible for free school meals and some additional funding may
also be available to support those whose parents are on low incomes. More details will be available from Mrs ReesBoughton at the start of Year 12.
SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS

No academically able pupil who meets our entry requirements will be denied a place at QMHS because of
physical disability, medical or psychological condition. Neither shall any student who develops a special
need during their time at QMHS be transferred to another institution unless we can no longer fulfil their
educational needs.
IN CONCLUSION
Students at Queen Mary's High School are helped to achieve their full potential, both academically and as individuals
within a supportive, flexible framework. Our outstanding examination results and value added scores demonstrate
our commitment to the success of our students. We want everyone to enjoy their two years in the Sixth Form and
work hard to develop a three-way partnership between the students, the teaching staff and their parents.
If you would like any further information you are welcome to contact:
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Mrs Rees-Boughton
Head of Sixth Form

Sixth Form Curriculum Offer
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ART
Examination Board

AQA

Level offered

A’ Level

Assessment Model

All work is internally assessed by the Art Department and moderated by the AQA
Examination Board. Components will be assessed at their completion and will be marked
to the following criteria;
Objective 1 – Investigations informed by contextual and other sources demonstrating
analytical and critical understanding.
Objective 2 – Exploration and selection of resources with the development of ideas.
Objective 3 – Recording of ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions.
Objective 4 – A personal and meaningful response which realises intentions and makes
connections to the work of others..

Introduction

Studying Art and Design helps to develop intellectual, imaginative, creative and intuitive
skills. Practical and critical/contextual work will be produced in one or more areas
including painting, drawing, mixed-media, sculpture and printmaking. Personal responses
to ideas, observations, experiences, environments and cultures will be developed.
Students will be able to work from their own strengths and interests within the remit of
the specification

Course overview
Students are required to build upon the knowledge, understanding and skills gained in the AS with greater depth of study. The
A Level is made up of two components.
COMPONENT 1
A personal investigation in which students develop work in response to an idea, issue, concept or theme of their choosing,
leading to a finished piece, supported by a written element of 1000-3000 words. This is internally set and marked and
moderated by AQA.
60% of A Level 96 marks
COMPONENT 2
An externally set assignment in which preparatory work leads to a finished piece or pieces. This is internally marked and
moderated by AQA. Supervised time of 15 hours.
40% of A Level 96 marks
Career options
There are opportunities in the creative industries and also in creative roles in the following sectors: media, advertising, marketing,
PR, arts administration and education. For example, studying A Level Art could lead to working as a fine artist, fashion designer,
graphic designer, illustrator, games designer, architect, printmaker, textile designer, advertising account executive, art therapist,
community arts worker, arts administrator, museum/gallery curator, multimedia specialist or a retail buyer.
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Art work by A’ Level students
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
A’ Level

Examination Board

OCR

Entry Requirements

A grade A*-B in GCSE Computing*
( GCSE ICT is not an acceptable alternative)
*any student without this must contact Mrs Dean
(st-dean-l@qmhs.org.uk) to discuss suitability and be prepared to undertake programming
preparation work prior to the start of the course.

Level offered

It will be assumed that students have GCSE level programming skills in Python.
Please note that the programming language currently supported by the school is PYTHON.
Any students who do not use this language MUST contact Mrs Dean prior to the course.
Students will be required to undertake prescribed tasks over the summer prior to
commencing the course.
Assessment Model

This course is delivered as a two year Alevel course.
Alevel:
 A written examination of 2 hours 30 mins duration on ‘Computer Systems’ 40%
 A written examination of 2 hours 30 mins duration on ‘Algorithms and
programming 40%
 A Programming project (non exam assessment) 20%

Introduction

The government are currently placing a great emphasis on the study of computing in schools.
The UK should aim to produce people with the technical skills to put it at the forefront of
computer science.
A’ level Computer Science is a rigorous discipline which demonstrates problem solving
capabilities and independent thought.

Course overview
Content:
 The characteristics of contemporary processors, input, output and storage devices
 Software and software development
 Exchanging data
 Data types, data structures and algorithms
 Legal, moral, cultural and ethical issues
 Elements of computational thinking
 Problem solving and programming
 Algorithms
The candidate will choose a computing problem to work through according to the guidance in the specification:
 Analysis of the problem
 Design of the solution
 Developing the solution
 Evaluation
Career options
Progression to study Computer Science at university or a related course such as Computer Games Design.
According to Imperial College “A degree in computing opens the door to a wide range of careers both with IT companies and those
who use computers in industry, commerce, government service and the universities. Roles span technical innovation, management,
analysis, consultancy, training and research. Employers range from small companies to large multinationals with much scope for
work and travel abroad. As computers are applied to new application areas, opportunities for computing graduates with the right
kind of specialist knowledge will become increasingly available too.”
Please note that any student wishing to progress to a Computer Science university course is advised to also consider studying A’
Level Mathematics.
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ECONOMICS

Examination Board
Assessment Model

OCR

Level offered

A’ Level
 Microeconomic theory





Introduction

Theoretical working of the
free market
Imperfections and market
failures
Macroeconomy functions
on a domestic and global
level
Policy approaches
Changes in
macroeconomics over time

Microeconomics (01)
80 marks
2 hour written paper
Macroeconomics (02)
80 marks
2 hour written paper
Themes in economics*
(03)
80 marks
2 hour written paper

A’ Level

33.33%
of total
A level
33.33%
of total
A level
33.33%
of total
A level

The specification we follow aims to help you to : ‘think as economists’ by developing the necessary analytical, questioning and
quantitative skills
 develop basic knowledge and understanding of the essential aspects of economic theory
and concepts
 understand the implications of market failure for individuals, firms and government and
recognise the possibility of government failure
 critically approach theories and concepts to understand their place within real world
economics
 develop an understanding and appreciation of quantitative skills and how to apply them
in relevant contexts
 develop an understanding of the application of policy instruments and the conflicts
which can arise
 use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach to the study of economics.

Course overview
Even though you have never studied economics, you are already an ‘economic agent’, making decisions about what to do, how
long to do it for, and how much to spend doing it. Individuals, households, firms, counties and countries all have economic
decisions to make every day. In Economics we learn to analyse the decision making process in order to make predictions about
the future of our society. We are particularly interested in the causes of, and solutions to market failure – this is when the
decision making process is flawed in some way and the results are unacceptable. You will have seen these examples in the news
– obesity, poverty, addiction, traffic congestion, pollution and smuggling.
In year 12 we examine what, if anything governments should do about these problems
In year 13 wel focus on the methods that are available to develop the wealth and welfare of society. We use real data and
become familiar with the measure that governments around the world actually use as economic policy.
Career options
What do Ronald Reagan, Arnold Schwarzenegger and Cate Blanchet have in common? Which is the odd one out? They all
studied Economics at university and Cate is obviously the odd one out as she hasn’t (yet) held an important position in the
government of her country. Economics is perhaps the most common degree choice for the world’s leaders of countries and
multinational organisations. Theresa May the Prime Minister started her career in the Bank of England and Philip Hammond
the Chancellor of the Exchequer studied Economics as part of his degree at University and both been commended for possessing
“intellectual self-confidence.” Economics provides you with the thinking skills and methods of numerical analysis that are
needed by a wide range of careers. Studying for a degree is an investment in your long term future and there are studies which
show that the annual average salary of Economics graduates, 11 years after graduation, is second only to that of Clinical dentists.
Economics is an ideal career option for students who are aiming to shape the policies and decisions of organisations such as the
NHS and government departments such as those responsible for work and pensions, or trade and industry. Many graduates
choose to work in the private sector perhaps joining accountancy firms or working as management consultants. Economics
offers students the opportunity to develop the wide range of important communication skills that are valued in the workplace and
this, together with the quantitative requirements of Economics courses, helps ensure that students are eligible to apply for many
graduate recruitment programmes.
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ENGLISH LITERATURE
Level Offered

A’ Level

Examination Board

AQA

Assessment Model

A’ Level: One 180 minute written examination and one 150 minute written
examination, each worth 40% of A’ Level, and one Non-Exam Assessment
(coursework) comparative task of 2,500 words, worth 20% of A’ Level.

Introduction

The A-Level encourages the independent study of a range of texts linked thematically
or through time. This approach facilitates the inclusion of a range of wider reading,
thus extending students’ experience and appreciation of literature.
Offering clear progression from GCSE, this course allows students to build on the skills
and knowledge already gained and prepare for their next steps.
The variety of assessment styles used, such as passage-based questions, unseen
material, single text questions, multiple-text questions, open and closed book
approaches allows students to develop a wide range of skills, such as the ability to read
critically, analyse, evaluate and undertake independent research which are valuable for
both further study and future employment.

Course Overview
Paper 1: Love through the Ages
Students will explore aspects of love as a literary theme through time using unseen material and set texts. They will study a
Shakespeare play, an anthology of love poetry to encounter a range of different types of poem and a complete prose text.
Either the poetry or the prose will be a pre-1900 text. In the examination they will have to analyse extracts closely,
approach two unseen poems and make comparisons between texts.
Paper 2: Texts in Shared Contexts
Students will explore aspects of literature connected through a period of time, either Word War I and its aftermath or
Literature from 1945 to the present day. Students will study a prose, poetry and drama text, at least one of which must be
written post-2000. In the examination, they will also have to respond to an unseen extract.
Both examinations encourage the students’ independent wider reading to support their understanding of the set texts.
Non-Exam Assessment (coursework): Texts across Time
In Texts across Time, students write a comparative critical study of two texts by different authors, one of which must have
been written pre-1900. Students are able to develop their own interests from their own wider and independent reading in
selecting the focus for their study, but they will be writing about similarities and differences and considering a range of
critical views and interpretations. This is an independent critical study, highlighting the important idea that, within a
literature course, students should have the opportunity to work independently and at least one of the texts will be studied
independently.
Career Options
The skills developed in the English Literature course are marketable in most career areas. Jobs related to the course may
include teaching (in primary or secondary schools, or teaching English abroad as a foreign language), journalism,
publishing, marketing, advertising, government, public relations, library and information services work: there are few jobs
in which the critical skills developed in analytical and comparative approaches would not be helpful!
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Level Offered

A’ Level

Examination Board

AQA

Assessment Model

A’ Level: Two 150 minute written examinations, each worth 40% of A’ Level and two
Non-Exam Assessment (coursework) tasks totalling 3,500 words, worth 20% of A’
Level.

Introduction

The A’ Level reflects contemporary language study. Using text and data based sources
of language, the specification introduces the study of English in its various forms and
situations, with the concepts and methods appropriate for the analysis of language
underpinning all elements of the course.
Offering clear skills progression from GCSE, this course allows students to build on the
skills already gained and prepare for their next steps.
The variety of assessment styles used, such as data analysis, discursive essays, directed
writing, original writing and research-based investigative writing, allows students to
develop a wide range of skills. These include critical reading, data analysis, evaluation,
the ability to develop and sustain arguments and a number of different writing skills
which are invaluable for both further study and future employment.

Course Overview
Paper 1: Language, the Individual and Society
This unit introduces students to language study, exploring different types of texts and children’s language development,
and will look at methods of language analysis to explore concepts of audience, purpose, genre, text type and how ideas
are represented. It also introduces students to the study of children’s language development, exploring how children learn
language and how they are able to understand and express themselves through language.
Paper 2: Language Diversity and Change
Students will explore the diversity of the English language and change over time, studying language in its wider social,
geographical and temporal contexts. They will explore processes of language change. This part of the subject content also
requires students to study social attitudes to, and debates about, the diversity of English and how it changes over time.
Students will also develop skills in writing discursively about language issues in an academic essay, writing analytically
about texts about language and writing about language issues in a variety of forms to communicate their ideas to a nonspecialist audience
Non-Exam Assessment (coursework): Language in Action
Students will explore and analyse language data independently and develop and reflect upon their own writing expertise.
They will carry out two different kinds of individual research:
• a language investigation (2,000 words excluding data)
• a piece of original writing and commentary (750 words each).
Career Options
The skills developed in the English Language course are marketable in most career areas. Jobs related to the course may
include teaching (in primary or secondary schools, or teaching English abroad as a foreign language), media (journalism,
publishing, copywriting), marketing, advertising, linguistics, speech therapy, computing, law, government, forensics: there
are very few jobs in which an understanding of the workings of the English language would not be helpful!
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GEOGRAPHY
Level offered

A’ Level

Examination Board

Edexcel

Assessment Model

The new A level will be fully linear. All examinations will be taken during Summer of 2018.
Note: All geography specifications are currently under review by OfQual. Specification choice
may therefore be subject to change/modification.
Paper 1 (30% of qualification)
Four sections: Tectonic Processes and Hazards, The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity, The Carbon
Cycle and Energy Insecurity and Glaciated Landscapes. Also assesses geographical skills (2 hours,
90 marks)
Paper 2 (30% of qualification)
Four sections: Globalisation, Superpowers and either Regenerating Places or Diverse Places, and
either Health, Human Rights and Intervention or Migration, Identity and Sovereignty (2 hours, 90
marks)
Paper 3 (20% of the qualification)
Synoptic investigation. Pre-release resource booklet contains information about a geographical issue
within a place-based context. (1 hour 45 minutes, 60 marks)
Paper 4 (20% of the qualification)
A level Independent Investigation based on four days of fieldwork. (Coursework, 60 marks)
Internally assessed and externally moderated.
Written report of 3000–4000 words.

Introduction

What do you do in Geography?
- Geography tackles the big issues
Geography is learning:
 From the real world
 About the real world
 In the real world
Why choose Geography?
 As international links become closer, easier and faster, we need more than ever to understand
the geography of the world.
 To make the most of our multicultural society we need to understand and appreciate the cultures
and backgrounds of people from all over the world.
Geography
 Helps students develop a range of transferable skills such as decision-making, research, use of
primary and secondary data, analysis and evaluation and report writing.
 Helps develop skills in information technology in a range of challenging contexts, such as
utilising Geographical Information Systems.
 Involves practical fieldwork investigations in varied environmental contexts.
 Bridges the arts and sciences, giving flexibility for higher education courses. (many universities
accept Geography as a science)
 Has links across the curriculum, for example, with health and economic understanding,
environmental education and citizenship.
 Has status as an ‘A’ Level subject and is welcomed by universities. At QMHS we have
excellent examination results and each year a number of our students go on to study Geography
at university.
The Geography department aims to foster a love of the subject for its own sake and also works hard
to ensure that all students achieve the highest grade for which they have the potential.
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Course overview
Area of study 1: Dynamic Landscapes (25% of A level content)
To include:
 Tectonic Processes and Hazards
 Landscape Systems, Processes and Change: Glaciated Landscapes
Area of study 2: Dynamic Places (25% of A level content)
To include:
 Globalisation
 Shaping Places – either Regenerating Places or Diverse Places
Area of study 3: Physical Systems and Sustainability (25% of A level content)
To include:
 The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity
 The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security
 Climate Change Futures
Area of study 4: Human Systems and Geopolitics (25% of A level content)
 Superpowers
 Global Development and Connections – either Health, Human Rights and Intervention or Migration, Identity and
Sovereignty
Career options
There are many careers directly linked to the course content for example meteorology, disaster management, healthcare
management, GIS engineer or even a teacher!
Most importantly it is the skills you acquire through the study of the content which can significantly aid your employability in
your future career.
These skills include: research, problem solving, interpersonal skills, statistic analysis, computational skills and teamwork.

Year 13 Geography Field work analysing ‘Urban regeneration in Birmingham’
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HISTORY
Level offered

A’ Level

Examination Board

AQA

Assessment Model

Students complete two examinations at the end of this two year course. The papers are of a
very similar style, each focusing on a different period of history:
- students will firstly be asked to understand and evaluate arguments in extracts taken
from relevant primary sources or written by academic historians.
- secondly, students will be required to write two argumentative essays (from a choice of 3
questions)
- finally, in Year 13 students will submit a 3000 word piece of original research on an
issue that interests them, having had the year to investigate and draft their argument,
supported by their teachers in lessons and via individual tutorials.

Introduction

History combines the excitement of exploration with the sense of reward earned by
successfully confronting and making sense of complex and challenging problems. It is
about human behaviour; real people dealing with real situations. Whether we study the
actions and
impact of Fidel Castro or Queen Elizabeth I, we try to get to grips with what makes people
tick.
The History Department is made of up experienced teachers who enable their students to
become successful learners that enjoy learning, make progress and achieve their potential.
We
encourage students to become confident individuals and responsible citizens who make a
positive contribution to society. The course tackles many of the important issues facing the
contemporary world and encourages students to develop into thoughtful citizens with
critical and balanced views on world events.
Students of history:
- Understand the world today in the context of past events
- Argue a case and draw conclusions
- Develop confidence in their ability to discuss, debate and speculate on
challenging issues and dilemmas.
- Think critically and evaluate the causes and consequences of events which have
shaped the modern world
- Analyse and explain the actions and motivations of different groups of people and
governments
- Evaluate evidence and use historical sources to understand the past and
interpretations of the past
Furthermore, at Key Stage 5 students enjoy varied opportunities to develop their enthusiasm
for, and understanding of, their studies. These include interesting lectures by eminent
historians, national competitions, extra-curricular trips to historical sites and activity days at
schools and colleges across the Midlands.

Course overview
The A Level course combines students’ existing grounding in modern history with a study of Sixteenth-Century Europe. This
combination allows pupils to build on their GCSE studies whilst also experiencing something new and exciting which is still
highly relevant to today’s world.
Component 1: The Tudors – England 1485-1603
This is an exciting period to study, full of larger-than-life characters whose motives are still being debated over 500 years later,
stimulated by recent research unearthing new details and generating re-interpretations of the era!
This breadth study starts in August 1485, the Battle of Bosworth Field (Henry VII’s epic seizure of the crown and his launching of
the Tudor dynasty) and traces power, politics and life in England through the reigns of Henry VII and Henry VIII.
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In Year 13, students continue by studying the turmoil and triumph of the mid and later Tudors. They investigate the notion of a
‘Mid Tudor Crisis’, 1547-58 (including the reigns of Edward VI and ‘Bloody Mary’), and the so-called ‘triumph’ of Elizabeth I
(1568-1603).
As part of this exciting and varied unit, students will get to grips with the changing relationship between Church and State at this
time, as well as studying the relative importance of the contributions of key individuals such as Henry Tudor, his son Henry VIII,
Catherine of Aragon, Wolsey, Cromwell, Protector Somerset, Mary Tudor, Elizabeth I, Robert Dudley and many more!
Component 2: The Cold War 1945-91
This depth study begins by tracing the origins of the Cold War (including the post-war conferences and disputes between Stalin
and the West over the treatment of the defeated Germany), through the widening of the conflict into Asia and the bringing of the
world to the brink of nuclear war (including the Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis and the crises in Poland and Hungary).
In Year 13, students investigate the changes taking place from ‘Détente’ to the end of the Cold War (including the Vietnam War,
the Brezhnev era, Gorbachev and the collapse of the USSR).
Although this exciting and highly political component may have some familiar ground
for students of GCSE History, the depth of our investigation and the range of angles from which it is approached makes it
a complementary study, rather than a repetitive one.
Career options
Universities and employers agree that A Level History is a highly-regarded qualification which will open doors into a range of
higher-education and career choices.
Students of history
 ask and answer important questions
 evaluate evidence
 identify and analyse different interpretations of an issue
 substantiate their own arguments and judgements.
Our future doctors, lawyers, politicians, accountants, managing directors and scientists need these skills. Above all, our
students develop an open and inquisitive mind; they become critical thinkers.
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MATHEMATICS & FURTHER MATHEMATICS
A’ Level

Examination Board

Edexcel

Assessment Model

The Mathematics department offer two A’ Level courses:

A’ level in Mathematics

A’ level in Further Mathematics
Students studying Further Mathematics need also to be studying Mathematics. Some of
the units transfer between the courses to give students a higher chance of achieving a
top grade. Both courses complement each other very well and are taught in parallel.

Level offered

A level Mathematics – 6 x 1.5 hour exams.
C1-C4 = Pure Mathematics
Two of Statistics 1, Decision 1, Mechanics 1, Statistics 2, Mechanics 2
Where Possible students are given a choice of applied units which will complement
their individual learning needs.
A level Further Mathematics– 3 x 1.5 hour exams.
FP1-3 = Pure Mathematics (calculator)
Three of Statistics 1, Decision 1, Mechanics 1, Statistics 2, Mechanics 2
Introduction

Mathematics is an enjoyable and challenging subject suited for students who have been
successful with a grade A or A* at GCSE Mathematics. Students who study any form
of A’ Level Mathematics must enjoy the challenges associated with problem solving,
they must have a dedicated work ethic and a confident and proficient aptitude with
algebra and logical reasoning.
Students who are particularly enthusiastic and proficient at Mathematics possibly
looking to study the Mathematics at degree level will be considered very disadvantaged
if they have not also studied Further Mathematics. Further Mathematics would also be
of strong benefit for students looking to study physics, engineering or any subject that
has a deep mathematical content.
Students who have been successful at A’ Level mathematics will have demonstrated
qualities that make them statistically more desirable to future employers and Further
education providers.

Course overview
Geometry
Calculus
Algebra
Sequence
Numerical Methods
Proof
Matrices*
Complex Numbers*
*Unique to Further Mathematics
A third of the course will comprise of elements of Applied Mathematics with will be decided in the first days of the course.
Career options
Any career that would value problem solving skills or require logical thought and reasoning would find successful A’ Level
Mathematics invaluable. For many students who have studied Mathematics, the disciplines developed go beyond academic
measure and become a way of thinking and living.
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
Subject
Examination Board
Assessment Model

Introduction

FRENCH
AQA
A’ Level
Level offered
All exams are taken at the end of Year13
Paper 1 Listening / Reading / Writing.
Paper 2 Writing.
Paper 3 Speaking.
The course builds upon and develops the skills of speaking, listening, reading and
writing which have been acquired in GCSE work. An important difference is that the
subjects concentrate not on basic transactional language but on wider social, political,
economic and cultural issues.
The course will develop not only skills, but also understanding of the grammatical
systems of the languages studied; and give a better insight into the way of life, history,
geography, political system, economic life and customs of countries where the
language is spoken. Students will also have the opportunity to study the literature of the
country and where possible, to visit the theatre, cinema or watch video and
onlinematerial. Furthermore, we strongly recommend experience of a working
environment using the language through a programme of work experience in Y12.

Subject
Examination Board
Assessment Model

GERMAN
AQA
A’ Level
Level offered
All exams are taken at the end of Year13
Paper 1 Listening / Reading / Writing.
Aspects of German-speaking society
Artistic culture in the German-speaking world
Multiculturalism in German-speaking society
Aspects of political life in German-speaking society
Grammar
Paper 2 is a written paper assessing:
One text and one film or two texts from the list set in thespecification
Grammar
Paper 3 is the Speaking Test with Stimulus Card material followed by a more general
conversation assessing:
Individual research project
One of four sub-themes i.e. aspects of german-speaking society or artistic culture in the
german-speaking world or multiculturalism in german-speaking society or aspects of
political life in german-speaking society.

Introduction

The course builds upon and develops the skills of speaking, listening, reading and
writing which have been acquired in GCSE work. An important difference is that the
subjects concentrate not on basic transactional language but on wider social, political,
economic and cultural issues. The course will develop not only skills, but also
understanding of the grammatical systems of the languages studied; and give a better
insight into the way of life, history, geography, political system, economic life and
customs of countries where the languages are spoken. Students may also have the
opportunity to study the literature of the country and where possible to visit the theatre,
cinema or watch video and on-line material.
Furthermore, experience of a working environment using languages is underlined by
the possibility of a programme of work experience in Europe for Year 12 students
and/or a study tour in the Summer

Course overview
Topics include aspects of daily life, leisure and entertainment, communication, media and popular culture.
Career options
Statistics show that employment amongst language graduates is second only to medicine and law.
More and more employers expect a high level of competence in a modern foreign language and there are now a large
number of degree courses with a language component. This is for all MFL entry.
Career opportunities include Teaching, Interpreting / Marketing and Business.
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PSYCHOLOGY
xamination Board
Assessment Model

OCR
A’ Level
Level offered
Psychology is assessed by examination with a mixture of multiple choice, short and long
answer questions.
Exam 1: Research methods (2 hours)
30% of total A-level
Exam 2: Psychological themes through core studies (2 hours)
35% of total A-level
Exam 3: Applied psychology (2 hours)
35% of total A-level

Introduction

Psychology is a science subject that is concerned with the study of the mind and behaviour.
It has links with a variety of other scientific disciplines such as Biology, Chemistry,
Forensic Sciences, etc and it can be successfully used a science qualification in
applications for courses such as Medicine and Dentistry. It also fits very well with the
humanities subjects such as Geography, History, English, etc due to the development of
communication and analytical skills. Psychology covers a wide range of topics and will
provide a useful qualification for all applications to University. The common factor linking
people who study Psychology is curiosity and the desire for knowledge.
There are a number of reasons why you may wish to study Psychology:Psychology is interesting
What makes a criminal? Why do people commit inhumane acts? Why do some people
develop psychological disorders? How have attitudes towards mental health changed?
Psychology is challenging
How can we measure intelligence? Is imprisonment an effective punishment? How do we
develop morals? How can we identify a psychopath?
Psychology is useful
Psychology has a broad range of real-world applications, ranging from health, mental
illness, artificial intelligence and criminal attributes, to personal development, social
interaction and the environment to name but a few.
Psychology offers good career prospects, but the skills you learn will also readily transfer
to many other roles. These skills include oral and written communication, computer
literacy, numeracy, problem-solving, evaluative and analytical skills as well as the ability
to carry out independent research

Course overview
You will study research methods and learn how to evaluate research as well as plan, conduct and analyse your own small scale
investigations. Alongside these skills you will look at the following topics:
Core Studies
Social: Responses to people in authority and people in need. E.g. Obedience and disobedience.
Cognitive: Memory and Attention. E.g. Eyewitness testimony.
Developmental: External influences on children’s behaviour and moral development. E.g. Evaluations of lying and truthtelling.
Biological: Regions of the brain and brain plasticity. E.g. Split brain research.
Individual Differences: Understanding disorders and measuring differences. E.g. The language of psychopaths.
Applied Psychology
Issues in Mental Health
 The historical context of mental health
 The medical model
 Alternatives to the medical model
Criminal Psychology
 What makes a criminal?
 The collection and processing of forensic evidence
 Psychology and the courtroom
 Crime prevention
 Effect of imprisonment
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Child Psychology
 Intelligence
 Pre-adult brain development
 Perceptual development
 Cognitive development and education
 Development of attachments
Impact of advertising on children
Career options
Psychology opens the door to many career options both within and outside of Psychology itself. The wide range of topics
covered means it can link to many different degree courses and careers. It can be used as a science subject for applications to
degree courses that have this requirement. Our Psychology students have successfully gone in to a wide range of careers after
6th form study, including: Medicine
Further Psychology study can lead to a career as a: Dentistry
 Social Work
 Clinical Psychologist
 Law
 Educational Psychologist
 Nursing
 Health Psychologist
 Teaching
 Occupational Psychologist
 Counselling
 Forensic Psychologist
 Art Therapy
 Sports Psychologist
 Law Enforcement
 The Prison Service
 Speech Therapy
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Examination Board
Assessment Model

AQA
Level offered
A’ Level
A course with terminal assessment only
• No modules
• If the student wishes to improve their grade they must re-sit both papers at the
end of the next academic year
2 x 3 hour A level papers
• Use of both structured and unstructured questions at A level

Introduction

Board: AQA
What do the new subject criteria mean for teachers and students?
• A-level Religious Studies will be 100% externally examined - this means
that there can be no coursework.
•
There must be a minimum of six hours assessment time.
•
The chosen approaches (systematic study of one religion, philosophy of
religion, religion and ethics) require an equal amount of teaching,
learning and assessment.
•
Each of the approaches is broken down into two sections of directed
content. The first section is for AS and A-level, the second section details
the additional content required for the full A-level.
There are six designated religions: Buddhism Christianity Hinduism Islam
Judaism Sikhism.

Course overview
AQA Religious Studies A-level – Specification at a glance
Choice of ONE of the following religions: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism
Two Papers: 1. Chosen religion and philosophy
2. Same religion, ethics and society
Paper 1: Chosen religion and philosophy
Religion:
•
God or Ultimate Reality
•
Life after death
•
Underpinning sources of religious authority
•
The challenge from science
•
The nature and role of religion
Philosophy:
•
Arguments for the existence of God
•
Evil
•
Religious Experience
•
Religious Language
•
Miracles
• Self, death and the afterlife
Paper 2 Chosen religion, ethics and society
Religion:
•
Key moral principles
•
Religious identity
•
Religion and sexual identity
•
Religious Pluralism
Ethics and Society:
•
Ethical theories
•
Issues of human life and death
•
Issues of animal life and death
•
Introduction to meta ethics
•
Free will and moral responsibility
•
Conscience.
•
Bentham and Kant.
• Two year teaching programme
• This is an example. It should not be taken as a recommendation. It illustrates the linear structure of the course.
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Year 1
Chosen Religion Philosophy Same Religion Philosophy Question 4 and revision
Chosen Religion Ethics Same Religion Ethics Question 4 and revision
Year 2
Same Religion Philosophy Question 4 and revision (**)
Same Religion Ethics Question 4 and revision (**)
(**) End of course A level assessment based on content studied over 2 years
A level content: Philosophy of Religion
A-level content
•
Arguments for the existence of
• God
•
Evil and suffering
• Religious experience
• Religious language
• Miracles
•
Self, death and the afterlife
A level content: Ethics
•
Ethical theories.
•
Issues of human life and death.
•
Issues of animal life and death.
• Introduction to meta ethics.
•
Free will and moral responsibility.
•
Conscience.
• Bentham and Kant.
Careers and employability
A Religious Studies degree will give students the opportunity to think, reflect, listen, debate and develop a range of
skills that are highly valued by employers when they graduate. Graduates in disciplines such as philosophy, Ethics,
Theology and Religion are successful in the job market and tend to go into areas such as teaching, law, the media,
marketing, human resources, social concern and the caring professions. Some will also go on to undertake further study
and research in pursuit of higher degrees.
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SCIENCE - BIOLOGY
Examination Board
Assessment Model

OCR
A’ Level
Level offered
New A Levels will be fully linear so assessment of a student’s knowledge and
understanding of the whole course takes place at the end of two years of study. There are
three mandatory papers plus a Practical Endorsement. At least 15% of the question paper
assessment covers knowledge and understanding of practical and at least 10% of the
question paper assessment covers mathematical skills.
Paper 1 – Written examination (2 hours 15 minutes) 37% of A level
Paper 2 – Written examination (2 hours 15 minutes) 37 % of A level
Paper 3 – Written examination (1 hour 30 minutes) 26% of A level
Papers 1 and 2 contain a section A that is 15 marks of multiple choice questions and a
section B that has structured questions and extended response questions covering theory
and practical skills worth 85 marks. Paper 3 is 70 marks of structured questions and
extended response questions covering theory and practical skills.
The practical component is a teacher assessed component where candidates complete a
minimum of 12 practical activities to demonstrate practical competence.

Introduction

Biology is the science of life. Study Biology at Queen Mary’s High School and you will
learn about animals, plants and microorganisms – their genetic make-up, their cellular
structure and how they all interact in our natural world.
You will experience a range of teaching methods from Biology specialists that include
theoretical and practical approaches to learning.

Course overview
Module 1 – Development of practical skills in biology
Practical skills assessed in a written examination
Module 2 – Foundations in biology
Cell structure
Biological molecules
Nucleotides and nucleic acids
Enzymes
Biological membranes
Cell division, cell diversity and cellular organisation
Module 3 – Exchange and transport
Exchange surfaces
Transport in animals
Transport in plants
Module 4 – Biodiversity, evolution and disease
Communicable diseases, disease prevention and the immune system
Biodiversity
Classification and evolution.
Module 5 – Communication, homeostasis and energy
Communication and homeostasis
Excretion as an example of homeostatic control
Neuronal communication
Hormonal communication
Plant and animal responses
Photosynthesis
Respiration
Module 6 – Genetics, evolution and ecosystems
Cellular control
Patterns of inheritance
Manipulating genomes
Cloning and biotechnology
Ecosystems
Populations and sustainability.
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Career options
Biology is a demanding course that prepares students for a career in many fields. Students are equipped with a variety of skills
that are highly desirable within the scientific sector and other demanding professions. All students studying A level Biology
develop:
• Critical reasoning, analytical and evaluation skills;
• Ability to handle and analyse complex data;
• Written and oral communication skills;
• Time management and organisation;
• Monitoring and recording;
• Independent work skills including time management and self motivation.
Biology is a core subject for anyone thinking of working within the field of Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science and the
Healthcare sector.
Previous students have also gone onto study the following courses at degree level:
Optometry; Physiotherapy; Pharmacy; Nursing; Zoology; Midwifery; Animal behaviour and Welfare; Radiotherapy;
Audiology; Biological Sciences; Natural Sciences; Biomedical Science and Teaching.
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SCIENCE - CHEMISTRY

Examination Board
Assessment Model

Introduction

AQA
A’ Level
Level offered
A’ Level: 6 hours written examination spread over 3 exam papers. Paper 1 and Paper 2
(105 marks each, 35% each of total A’ level mark) questions include long and short
answers. Paper 3, 90 marks, 30% of total grade (40 marks practical techniques (data
analysis). 30 marks multiple choice and 20 marks on any area of specification).
Requirement for degree level courses;
Medicine/dentistry/pharmacy/veterinary science
 weekly chemistry clinic
 be an ambassador for KS3 and GCSE students
 high quality teaching staff

Course overview
Physical/chemistry including atomic structure, amount of substance, bonding, energetics, kinetics, chemical equilibria and Le
Chatelier
Inorganic chemistry including periodicity, group 2, and group 7.
Organic chemistry including alkanes, halogenoalkanes, alkenes, alcohols and synthesis
Physical chemistry:- Thermodynamics, rate equations, equilibrium constants, electrode potentials and electrochemical cells
Inorganic chemistry:- Period 3 elements and their oxides, transition metals, reactions of ions in solution
Organic chemistry:- optical isomers carbonyls and carboxylic acids, aromatics amines, polymers, Amino Acids and DNA,
synthesis, NMR + Chromatography
Career options
See introduction section and
 Law, accountancy, forensics, pharmacology, chemical engineering, neurotechnology, food science, materials science,
IT, banking, journalism
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SCIENCE - PHYSICS

Examination Board
Assessment Model

AQA
Level offered
A’ Level
Linear examination - 3x 2 hour exams.
P1 = Topics 1-5 and 6.1 = 85 marks. 60 marks structured and 25 marks multiple
choice 34% of A-level
P2 = Topic 6 – 8 = 85 marks. 60 marks structured and 25 marks multiple
choice 34% of A-level
P3 = Practical questions + option content = 80 marks. 45 marks on practical
Physics and 35 marks on the option content. 32% of A-level
(Option content offered at QMHS = Astrophysics or Turning Points in Physics)

Introduction

Physics is at the heart of everything and GCE Physics builds upon the foundations set at
key stage 4 with an emphasis on practical inclusion. This allows us to better understand
the world we live in. AQA provides a solid foundation that can be a spring board to
many further degree courses. The department is well resourced and has 3 highly
enthusiastic teachers ready to support you through your studies.
AQA Physics is quite special as it is well structured and has a fair means of assessment
under the new linear structure. Once the year 13 content is well underway the group will
discuss the merits of each option module on offer and then the group will decide on
which option is to be studied.

The year 13 course will commence during the summer term of the year 12 and continue through to the May of the student’s
year 13. Students will have 9 hours of lessons per 2 week teaching cycle. Lessons will include theory, tutorial time and
practical experiences to develop all the skills needed to be successful in their final examinations. The year will be split up into
4 sections in bold including: Core content
1 Measurements and their errors
2 Particles and radiation
3 Waves
4 Mechanics and materials
5 Electricity
6 Further mechanics and thermal physics
7 Fields and their consequences
8 Nuclear physics
Options (One of 9 or 12)
9 Astrophysics
10 Medical physics
11 Engineering physics
12 Turning points in physics
13 Electronics
Coupled with the above are a minimum of 6 more essential practical experiences from the year 13 content to complete. They
are graded as pass or failed. The recognition of this is stated on the final certificate as a pass in practical Physics.
Career options

A wealth of choice! – Environmental choices include geophysics or meteorology.
Finance sector includes banking; Law includes Patent Law, Education, teaching at all
levels. Healthcare to include Medical Physics and Nuclear medicine. Entertainment to
include computer games and film. Hi tech industries include space technology,
nanotechnology and optoelectronics. Physics could also lead to curiosity driven research
into Astrophysics and Particle Physics.
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Specialist Subjects across the MAT

By working together in The Mercian Trust, our plan is to offer a full range of subject options, whatever your
academic interest and aptitude may be.
Each School will continue to offer its own curriculum (as you will have already seen in this booklet) but, from
September 2017, we will be collaborating to provide the opportunity to study a subject which may not be on offer in
the school where you are registered as a pupil (and will spend most of your time).
We have done this by creating a MAT Block: part of the working day which will be timetabled not just in one school,
but across all the schools working together in the Multi Academy Trust. You can choose to do a subject from the
MAT Block in a different school. (You can, but you don’t have to!) This may mean a bit of extra travelling a couple
of times a week, but it will be worth going the extra mile if it allows you to take a subject which really interests you
and prepares you for the post 18 pathway you have in mind.
You can find information about MAT Block subjects in the next few pages.
Subjects being offered at the other MAT schools are:
Business Studies
Government and Politics
Ancient History
Music
Performing Arts
Physical Education
Spanish
You may not have thought about some of these opportunities before. It’s worth taking a look and finding out more.
The Mercian Trust will give you access to 35+ A Level courses and a range of specialist technical and vocational
programmes. At a time when many schools and colleges are having to cut their curriculum offer, we think that our
collaboration is something to celebrate!
Exciting Enrichment
It is still very early days for The Mercian Trust. You will be pioneers in this exciting new venture.
Our aim is clear. We want to use the new partnership to your advantage, giving you the opportunity to participate in
activities and trips organised by different schools in the MAT.
Walsall Studio School is housed in The Goldmine in Walsall Town Centre. Big Centre TV also uses the Goldmine as
its base. Through the MAT, you may get the chance to experience what it is like to work in a TV studio.
Within The Mercian Trust, we have access to our own Field Centre in Wales. We can offer Biology and Geography
Field Courses or an Oxbridge immersion weekend at affordable rates. You can benefit by collaborating with students
from other schools.
You might be interested in a ski trip or a sports tour abroad; you might be attracted to the experience on offer in a
Cadet Force or join a cohort preparing for the Duke of Edinburgh Award; or you might enjoy the chance to get
involved in a big-scale concert or drama production.
Joining a Mercian Sixth Form gives you access to more than we can provide as single schools. A new opportunity is
opening up across the Borough and you can be part of the story. Join us as we turn this vision in to reality from
September 2017.
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BUSINESS STUDIES (delivered at Shire Oak Academy)

Examination Board

AQA

Assessment Model

Paper 1 Business 1
This paper contains a mixture of multiple choice questions, short answer
questions
and two essay questions.
 Written exam: 2 hours
 100 marks in total
 33.3% of A-level

Level offered

A’ Level

Paper 2 Busines 2
This paper contains three data response compulsory questions
 Written exam: 2 hours
 100 marks in total
 33.3% of A-level
Paper 3 Business 3
This paper contains one compulsory case study followed by approximately six
questions
 Written exam: 2 hours
 100 marks in total
 33.3% of A-level

Introduction

This A level course will introduce students to businesses in a variety of
contexts such as large/small, UK focused/global, service and manufacturing.
It will particularly focus on the important decisisons that have to be made in
order to make businesses successful in a competitive and global business
world. Students are expected to keep themselves up to date with current
business news such as the potential impact of BREXIT on a variety of
businesses operating within and outside of the UK.

Opportunities
Entrance to degree courses like marketing, accountancy, law and business related subjects. Teacher training is a possibility,
as are management careers in insurance and banking. It is also an excellent foundation for anyone who aspires to run their own
business.

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS (delivered at Aldridge School)
Exam board: AQA
Why study politics?
Politics is far more than the study of boring men in boring suits; politics is the study of power – the what, who, where, why and
when of that universal phenomenon. Government and Politics has many strengths. It is a varied and exciting subject, with the
political landscape changing every day there are new examples appearing in the media regularly. Politics helps you understand not
only our nation’s parties and political systems but it can help you clarify your own beliefs. Politics also helps you develop a range
of transferrable skills, it helps students develop their critical thinking skills and enhance their ability to interpret, evaluate and
comment on the nature of politics
The specification is broken down into three units.
Year 12
Unit 1: Government and Politics of the UK ( 2 hour exam paper)
 People, Politics and Participation
An introduction to the political world: Why do people vote? Who do they vote for? How do elections work? Why do
people take part in political protests?
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Governing Modern Britain
How is Britain governed? How are laws made? Who holds the real power in this country?
Unit 2: Government and Politics of the USA ( 2 hour exam paper)
 Politics of the USA
This unit looks at how Politics in the USA is conducted. How is the President elected? What is the difference between a
Primary and a Caucus? Why do Republicans and Democrats dominate? How much power do pressure groups in the
USA wield?
 Government of the USA
How is the USA governed? What is the difference between a senator and a governor? How much power does the
president really have? What is the constitution?
Year 13
Unit 3: Political Ideas ( 2 hour exam paper)
 Students study 4 ideologies including the 3 core ideologies of liberalism, conservatism and socialism.
This course is ideal for students who would also like to study Economics, History, Law, Sociology and English; or,
anyone that has a keen interest in the nature of how this country is governed, what our rights and responsibilities are and
how we can ensure that future governments follow Lincoln’s principle of ‘Government of the people, by the people, for
the people.’
Career Prospects
Students can enter a wide variety of careers, including law, journalism and the media in general; advertising, accountancy,
business management, marketing, public relations, the armed forces and the police; the civil service, the dramatic arts and
education at all levels.

ANCIENT HISTORY (delivered at Aldridge School)
What is it?
An A Level in Ancient History will allow you to study the ancient world, its momentous events and its larger than life
personalities including Alexander the Great, Hannibal and King Leonidas of Sparta. You will see how ancient civilisations like
the Romans, Greeks and Egyptians have shaped the world that we live in today and develop a passion and curiosity for ancient
history. The course will also allow you to gain a greater understanding of the literature of the period, including the first great historians
like Herodotus, Thucydides and Livy.
Why study it?
We are the only comprehensive school in Walsall to offer this subject at A Level. Many of our students enjoy the subject so much,
that they go on to study this subject at University, taking degrees in Ancient History and Classics.
An A Level in Ancient History would fit well with various combinations, such as: English, French, German, History, Religious
Studies, Government and Politics, Psychology, Art & Design, Music and Media Studies. We also have many scientists opting for
the subject.
Course Content
Exam Board: OCR
Some of the topics that we have studied in the past have included;
Athenian Democracy – a critical study of the political development of Athens in the sixth and fifth centuries BC and the way
democracy operated in the second half of the fifth century BC.
The second Punic War – a study of the crucial war between Rome and Carthage that shaped the future of the ancient world and
who would control it.
The Persian Wars A critical study of the Persian Wars 490–479 BC which saw tiny Greece defend itself against Persian
invasion thanks largely to the efforts of Athens and Sparta.
Alexander the Great A study of Alexander’s career between 336 and 323 BC which saw him invade and conquer the mighty
Persian Empire.
There is no coursework in A Level Ancient History. All units are 100% exam and take place at the end of the course in Year
13.
What could it lead to?
Given the critical thinking skills that Ancient History develops, students can enter a wide variety of careers, including law,
journalism and the media in general; advertising, accountancy, business management, marketing, public relations, the armed
forces and the police; the civil service, the dramatic arts and education at all levels.
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MUSIC (delivered at Aldridge School)
The course offers a variety of alternatives which enable students to submit work demonstrating their strengths in the subject.
There are three units of study. External assessments take place in May of the upper sixth.
Assessment: Over the two year course students cover Listening, Composing and Performing in three units.
Exam board - OCR.
In units 1 and 2 Students may opt for Option A or B. This flexibility means they can gain up to 35% in the option for higher study
and 25% in the option where they choose the smaller amount of study.
Unit 1: Performing (35% or 25%)
Here students have the opportunity to perform both as a soloist and in
ensembles. Performances can take place on any instrument, including voice. A recital is prepared for the upper sixth and should
last either for six to eight minutes (Option A) or twelve to fifteen minutes (Option B)
Unit 2: Composing (25% or 35%)
Students are required to compose two pieces. One from a brief set by the board and one working from their own brief. For Option
An extension to their composing comprises of four part harmony and two part counterpoint.
Unit 3: Listening and Appraising (40%)
This work is undertaken through the study of four areas of study. Areas 1 and 2 are compulsory and a further two are selected
from Areas 3-6. They are
1: Instrumental Music of Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven;
2: Popular Song: Blues, Jazz, Swing and Big Band;
3: Developments in Instrumental Jazz from 1910 to the present day; 4:Religious Music of the Baroque period;
5: Programme Music;
6:Innovations in Music 1900 to the present day.
Music may be combined with Arts and Sciences and many universities offer combined degree courses. A number of colleges are
now offering degree courses in Performing Arts where Music may be studied along with Movement and Drama, Art and
Literature. Intending performers would usually apply to music colleges, through the CUKAS system.
Music is welcomed by universities and colleges in particular even if the subject is not to be continued beyond that level. Aldridge
School has a long tradition of sending young musicians to further education and has had students at all major conservatoires in the
UK and major universities including Oxford and Cambridge It can also lead to a life-long cultural interest in the arts generally.
Music brings people together and strengthens the local community.
A Level Music combines well with a wide range of A Level subjects. It is highly regarded as an academic A Level but its practical
and enjoyable nature gives youngsters a welcome alternative to other subjects.
Career Prospects
Musician, Conducting, Teaching, recording studios, member of orchestra, theatre, session players, TV companies, radio, film
scoring, music composition, recording engineer. Many past students now have fulfilling careers in these aspects, and we enjoy
having such a continued success.
Entry Requirements:
If students have studied Music at GCSE they require a B grade to continue to A level. Students also need to have Grade 5
associated board level or equivalent in their chosen instrument.
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Level 3 Extended Certificate in PERFORMING ARTS
(delivered at Shire Oak Academy)
2 YEAR COURSE
CORE UNITS
∗

∗

∗

UNIT 1 - INVESTIGATING PRACTITIONERS’ WORK
∗

Task set and marked by Pearson and completed under supervised conditions

∗

Learner will be provided with the assessment booklet for a six week term time period in order to carry out
investigation and critical analysis

∗

The final evidence will be completed during a supervised assessment period of three hours timetabled by
Pearson

UNIT 2 - DEVELOPING SKILLS AND TECHNIQUES FOR LIVE PERFORMANCE
∗

Task set and marked by Pearson and completed under supervised conditions

∗

Learners will be provided with the task booklet in January in order to prepare for the development and
completion of the group performance and their digital process log

∗

The final evidence will be completed in 5 hours under supervised conditions in a number of sessions arranged
by the centre within the period timetable by Pearson

UNIT 3 - GROUP PERFORMANCE WORKSHOP
∗

LEARNING AIMS

∗

Understand how to interpret and respond to stimulus for a group performance

∗

Develop and realise creative ideas for a group performance in response to stimulus

∗

Apply personal management and collaborative skills to a group performance workshop process

∗

Apply performance skills to communicate creative intentions during performance workshop

∗

Review and reflect on the effectiveness of the working process and the workshop performance

OPTIONAL UNIT
∗

CONTEMPORARY DANCE

Who should study Performing Arts?
∗

Students who have been performing on stage for at least 2 years

∗

Students who relish the idea of performing to a live audience

∗

Students who have an aptitude for singing, dancing or acting

∗

Students who wish to further their studies in any of the areas of dance, music, drama, musical theatre, sound technician,
light technician, stage management

∗

Students who are willing to undertake extra personal practise to improve their performance work

∗

Students who are interested in the study of the performing arts industry

∗

Students who are interested in analysing and investigating all areas of the performing arts
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION (delivered at Shire Oak Academy)
Edexcel
Our A Level qualification in Physical Education has four components assessed through two externally assessed written
examination papers (scientific and social), one practical performance and a Performance Analysis that includes a Personal
Development Programme (PDP).

Components
Component 1 Scientific Principles of Physical
Education

Topics
●
●
●

Assessment
Anatomy and Physiology
Exercise Physiology
Applied Movement Analysis

2 hours 30 minutes
140 marks
40%

Component 2 Psychological and social principles of
Physical Education

●
●
●

Skill acquisition
Sport psychology
Sport and society

2 hours
100 marks
30%

Component 3 Practical Performance

●

Skills performed as either a
player/performer or a coach
40 marks
15%

Component 4 Performance analysis and
Performance Development
Programme

●
●

Performance analysis
Performance Development
Programme (PDP

40 marks
15%

Key Changes
●

●

●
●

There is an increased emphasis on the theoretical content, now worth 70% of the qualification. It is assessed through
written examinations. It also includes more detailed expectations for developing qualitative and quantitative data skills up to 5% of the qualification.
The requirements for carrying out and assessing the Non Examined Assessment (NEA) have changed. NEA is now
worth 30% of the qualification, comprising of practical performance and performance analysis, both of which will be
internally assessed and externally moderated.
The practical is now worth 15% of the NEA and must be assessed in one activity - either as a player/performer or as a
coach.
Performance analysis is worth 15% of the NEA.

Entrance Qualifications
Due to the demanding scientific aspects of the A Level syllabus we require a GCSE pass of an A* - B. Students must be playing
or competing in a sporting activity at club level or equivalent on a regular basis.
Related Subjects
Science subjects, especially Biology and Physics, as well as Psychology are good choices if choosing A Level Physical Education.
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SPANISH (delivered at Queen Mary’s Grammar School)
Examination board:

AQA

Examinations:

A Level
Paper 1 –2h30 Listening/Reading/Trans. to/from Spanish
Paper 2 – 2 hours – 2 essays on 2 books or book + film
Paper 3 – Speaking – 21-23 minutes – Discussion of card (5 mins’ prep) +
presentation/discussion of chosen topic

Controlled assessment:

NONE

Course content:
If you want access to South America, and increasingly the North, a thorough working knowledge of the 3 rd most spoken language
in the World after Mandarin and English, some insight into countries with civilisations ranging from the Aztecs, Incas and Mayans
to the Moors of North Africa, then Spanish in 6.1 and 6.2 is probably for you.
Spanish offers to the future employer a student who is able to communicate, aware of intricacy and detail, confident when dealing
with others and a person open to new experiences, challenges, hard work, full of opinions and with the ability to think outside the
box; in short, an asset to their company. Above all, it is a subject that brings much to the students themselves.
AS and A Level are therefore for students who want to travel and see something of another land, meet interesting people and
experience another culture. Ability to deal with others is prized by all employers and many act as mentors for Years 7-11, and run
the Spanish Club open to all.
We benefit from the help of our native speaker for supplementary conversation classes and look out for cinema, theatre and other
cultural experiences to add variety and interest to the studies. Frequent use is made of up to date material from the Spanish and
Latin American to give real insight into the modern and changing world. We aim to have a study visit to Spain to put the pupils’
skills into practice.
The topics of ‘Social issues and trends’, ‘Artistic culture’ and the study of a literary text or film, guide the student from GCSE
through to a more advanced content and degree of interest, appropriate to their age. In the upper sixth, the content moves to
further studies of social issues and trends, political and artistic culture and literary texts or films such as La Casa de Bernarda Alba
(one of the best-known plays ever to come out of Spain).
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SPORT BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate
(delivered at Shire Oak Academy)
Exam Board: Edexcel (www.edexcel.com)
The course aims to give students knowledge and a broad understanding of the sport and active leisure sector. The
BTEC Extended Certificate in Sport will give learners a solid foundation in the sector and provide an opportunity to
gain skills required for employment and the understanding to progress to further qualifications.
The Course Content
The BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate is made up of 4 Units which cover a range of key concepts in sport.
The Mandatory Units
Unit 1- Anatomy and Physiology
In this unit learners explore how the skeletal, muscular, cardiovascular and respiratory systems function and the
fundamentals of the energy systems. Assessed by external examination.
Unit 2- Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being
Learners explore client screening and lifestyle assessment, fitness training methods and fitness programming to
support improvements in a client’s health and wellbeing. Assessed by externally set and marked controlled
assessment.
Unit 3- Professional Development in the Sports Industry
Learners explore the knowledge and skills required for different career pathways in the sports industry. Learners will
take part in, and reflect on, a personal skills audit, career action plan and practical interview assessment activities.
Assessed by internal course work.
Optional Units
We then choose one from the four units that are offered and assessed by internal course work. These include:
Sports Leadership
Application of Fitness Testing
Sports Psychology
Practical Sports Performance
What skills will I gain?
By studying this course you will:
Develop your understanding on key anatomical structure and function
Learn how to develop training programmes for specific groups
Develop your confidence in dealing with work related issues
Understand how to apply your skills to areas of the industry
Improve your knowledge and understanding within key training principles
Gain valuable team working and communication skills by taking part in PE department events
Careers Prospects and Other Prospects
Qualifications in this subject are rapidly becoming an essential prerequisite for specialist study in Physical Education
and Sport Studies in Higher Education. It provides an excellent foundation for students intending to pursue careers in
recreational management, the health and fitness industry and in teaching or coaching.
Other prospects include: Journalism, Broadcasting, college athletics jobs, Sports Internships, Stadium Operations
jobs and Physiotherapy.
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PROPOSED TERM DATES 2017/2018
Open

Close

Autumn Term
2017

Monday 4 September
Monday 30 October

Friday 20 October
Friday 15 December

Spring Term
2018

Tuesday 2 January
Monday 19 February

Friday 9 February
Friday 23 March

Summer Term
2018

Monday 9 April
Monday 4 June

Friday 25 May
To be confirmed

2016 RESULTS HEADLINES

A’ Level 2016


Pass rate 98.3%



55% A*-B



17 students achieved all A*/A grades



There were some excellent individual results and we congratulate our students on their achievements.

Future destinations for our Year 13 students include:


65 going straight to university



8 taking a gap year



1 going to drama school



1 taking an apprenticeship
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YEAR 13 LEAVERS DESTINATIONS 2016

University

Course

Aston University

Law

University of Birmingham

Mathematics

Birmingham City University

Midwifery

Gap Year

Business and Management

University of Birmingham

Nursing

Aston University

Economics and Finance

De Montford University

Ancient History

University of Birmingham

Pharmacy

Gap Year

Not placed

Birmingham City University

Adult nursing

University College Birmingham

Applied Food and Nutrition

Gap Year

Not placed

Gap Year

Not placed

University of Chester

Computer Science

Nottingham Trent University

Business Management and Marketing

Keele University

Pharmacy with Health Foundation Year

University of Birmingham

Biochemistry

University of Leicester

Geography

Aston University

Psychology and Sociology

University of Sheffield

International Relations and Politics

IDSA, London

Psychology (Counselling Psychology)

Internship
University of Wolverhampton

Psychology

University of Chester

Wildlife Conservation and Ecology

Aston University

Healthcare Science (audiology)
Geography

Queen’s University, Belfast
Apprenticeship
Birmingham City University

Primary Education with QTS

University of Wolverhampton

Law

Anglia Ruskin University

Zoology

University of Chester

Wildlife Conservation and Ecology

University of Leicester

Biological Sciences

Nottingham Trent University

Psychology with Criminology

Aston University

Pharmacy

Queen Mary, University of London

History

University of Wolverhampton

Biomedical Science

Royal Holloway, University of London

Psychology

University of Leeds

Mechanical Engineering

University of Leicester

Accounting and Finance

University of Birmingham

Medicine

Gap Year

Not placed
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Gap Year

Not placed

University of Coventry

Biomedical Science

Royal Holloway, University of London

Financial and Business Economics

Aston University

Mathematics

Aberystwyth University

Creative Writing

University of Liverpool

Geography

Gap Year

Not placed

University of Chester

Psychology

Gap Year

Not placed

University of Derby

Computer Games Programming (with industrial placement)

University of Wolverhampton

Science and Engineering

University of Nottingham

Mathematics

University of Coventry

Economics

University of Birmingham

Computer Science

Aston University

Engineering and Applied Science

De Montford University

Pharmacy

Lancaster University

Geography

Lancaster University

Law

University of Plymouth

English

Newman University

Psychology and Counselling

Gap Year

Not placed

Anglia Ruskin University

Business Management

Sheffield Hallam University

Psychology

University of Wolverhampton

Science and Engineering

University of Greenwich

Psychology

University of Leicester

Economics

Aston University

Psychology

University of Leeds

Medicine

De Montford University

Pharmacy

Gap Year

Not placed

University of Reading

Ancient History and History

Gap Year

Not placed

Cardiff University

Politics

University of Derby

Illustration

Aston University

Mathematics

Sheffield Hallam University

Engineering and Mathematics

Aston University

Politics with International Relations

University of Sussex

Social Work

Gap Year

Not placed
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RESULTS SUMMARY BY SUBJECT
Subject

Total entry
2

Art
Cumulative %
Biology

31
Cumulative %

Business Studies

7
Cumulative %

Chemistry

26
Cumulative %

Design & Technology

0
Cumulative %

Economics

9
Cumulative %

English Language

8
Cumulative %

English Literature
Cumulative %
Extended project Qualification
Cumulative %
French
Cumulative %
Further Maths
Cumulative %
General Studies
Cumulative %
Geography
Cumulative %
German
Cumulative %
History
Cumulative %
Information Technology
Cumulative %
Japanese
Cumulative %
Mathematics
Cumulative %
Music
Cumulative %
Physics
Cumulative %
Psychology
Cumulative %
Religious Studies
Cumulative %
Spanish
Cumulative %
Theatre Studies
Cumulative %
EXCLUDING General Studies
Total
% of Total
cumulative

6
31
2
5
8
11
2
26
10
4
31
0
6
35
18
7
7

284

A LEVEL 2016

A*

A

B

C

D

E

U

0
0.00%
1
3.23%
0
0.00%
1
3.85%
0
0.00%
0
0.00%
0
0.00%
2
33.33%
0
0.00%
0
0.00%
0
0.00%
0
0.00%
0
0.00%
0
0.00%
1
3.85%
0
0.00%
0
0.00%
3
9.68%
0
0.00%
0
0.00%
1
2.86%
1
5.56%
0
0.00%
0
0.00%

0
0.00%
4
16.13%
1
14.29%
3
15.38%
0
0.00%
1
11.11%
2
25.00%
0
33.33%
10
32.26%
0
0.00%
2
40.00%
0
0.00%
3
27.27%
0
0.00%
4
19.23%
4
40.00%
0
0.00%
8
35.48%
0
0.00%
1
16.67%
9
28.57%
1
11.11%
0
0.00%
0
0.00%

2
100.00%
3
25.81%
3
57.14%
2
23.08%
0
0.00%
2
33.33%
4
75.00%
4
100.00%
11
67.74%
0
0.00%
1
60.00%
5
62.50%
6
81.82%
1
50.00%
13
69.23%
3
70.00%
3
75.00%
5
51.61%
0
0.00%
1
33.33%
11
60.00%
12
77.78%
1
14.29%
3
42.86%

0
100.00%
10
58.06%
2
85.71%
9
57.69%
0
0.00%
5
88.89%
2
100.00%
0
100.00%
6
87.10%
1
50.00%
1
80.00%
2
87.50%
2
100.00%
1
100.00%
6
92.31%
3
100.00%
1
100.00%
9
80.65%
0
0.00%
1
50.00%
11
91.43%
2
88.89%
2
42.86%
4
100.00%

0
100.00%
12
96.77%
1
100.00%
5
76.92%
0
0.00%
0
88.89%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
1
90.32%
1
100.00%
0
80.00%
1
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
2
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
5
96.77%
0
0.00%
1
66.67%
3
100.00%
2
100.00%
4
100.00%
0
100.00%

0
100.00%
1
100.00%
0
100.00%
5
96.15%
0
0.00%
1
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
1
93.55%
0
100.00%
0
80.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
1
100.00%
0
0.00%
1
83.33%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%

0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
1
100.00%
0
0.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
2
100.00%
0
100.00%
1
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
0.00%
1
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%

10
3.52
3.52

53
18.66
22.18

91
32.04
54.23

78
27.46
81.69

37
13.03
94.72

10
3.52
98.24

5
1.76
100.00

Total number of candidates
Average points per candidate

43

85
311.06

RESULTS SUMMARY BY SUBJECT
Subject

Total entry
5

Art
Cumulative %
Biology

31
Cumulative %

Business Studies

5
Cumulative %

Chemistry

32
Cumulative %

Design & Technology

2
Cumulative %

Economics

5
Cumulative %

English Language

15

Cumulative %
English Language & Literature
Cumulative %
English Literature
Cumulative %
French

0
7
2

Cumulative %
Further Maths

2
Cumulative %

General Studies

30
Cumulative %

Geography

8
Cumulative %

German

2
Cumulative %

History

16
Cumulative %

Information Technology

10
Cumulative %

Japanese

2
Cumulative %

Mathematics

32
Cumulative %

Music

0
Cumulative %

Physical Education

0
Cumulative %

Physics

6
Cumulative %

Psychology

37
Cumulative %

Religious Studies

12
Cumulative %

Sociology

0
Cumulative %

Spanish

4
Cumulative %

Theatre Studies

0
Cumulative %

EXCLUDING General Studies
Total
% of Total
cumulative

235

A LEVEL 2015
A*

A

B

C

2
40.00%
4
12.90%
2
40.00%
1
3.13%
0
0.00%
0
0.00%
2
13.33%
0
0.00%
3
42.86%

0
40.00%
6
32.26%
0
40.00%
9
31.25%
0
0.00%
1
20.00%
7
60.00%
0
0.00%
0
42.86%

3
100.00%
8
58.06%
2
80.00%
13
71.88%
2
100.00%
0
20.00%
5
93.33%
0
0.00%
1
57.14%

0
100.00%
7
80.65%
1
100.00%
4
84.38%
0
100.00%
3
80.00%
1
100.00%
0
0.00%
3
100.00%

0
0.00%
0
0.00%
1
3.33%
2
25.00%
0
0.00%
2
12.50%
1
10.00%
0
0.00%
3
9.38%
0

0
0.00%
2
100.00%
9
33.33%
2
50.00%
0
0.00%
8
62.50%
4
50.00%
0
0.00%
10
40.63%
0

1
50.00%
0
100.00%
6
53.33%
4
100.00%
1
50.00%
5
93.75%
5
100.00%
2
100.00%
9
68.75%
0

1
100.00%
0
100.00%
3
63.33%
0
100.00%
1
100.00%
1
100.00%
0
100.00%
0
100.00%
6
87.50%
0

0.00%
0
0.00%
2
33.33%
1
2.70%
1
8.33%
0
0.00%
0
0.00%
0
0.00%

0.00%
0
0.00%
1
50.00%
8
24.32%
8
75.00%
0
0.00%
1
25.00%
0
0.00%

0.00%
0
0.00%
3
100.00%
19
75.68%
3
100.00%
0
0.00%
2
75.00%
0
0.00%

0.00%
0
0.00%
0
100.00%
7
94.59%
0
100.00%
0
0.00%
1
100.00%
0
0.00%

26
11.06

67
28.51

88
37.45

36
15.32

11.06

39.57

77.02

92.34

Total number of candidates
Average points per candidate

44

78
346.41

